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THE SPIRIT HIMSELF beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are chil- 
dren of God. 


_ And in like manner the Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmity: for we know not 
how to pray as we ought; but THE | 
SPIRIT HIMSELF maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. 

Romans 8:16, 26 
American Standard Version 
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PREFACE 


The ministers of the Pentecostal Movement have 
been so busy preaching the truths vouchsafed to 
them in these last days, that not many writers have 
taken time to set down in-systematic form ‘“‘these 
things which are most surely believed among us.” 
There are now thousands of students in our Bible 
Institutes and Bible Colleges who must be taught, 
among the doctrines of Christianity, the distinc- 
tive doctrines of our Church. Our ministers likewise 
are in need of additional material relating to our 
distinctive testimony. Our laymen, too, may profit 
by having a new book concerning Pentecostal doc- 
trine. To all these we ascribe and dedicate the fol- 
lowing pages. 

The notes from which this book has been writ- 
ten were prepared as studies in ‘‘Pentecostal Truth” 
for use in the 1948 Michigan Ministers’ Seminar. 
To the ministers who constituted the class at this 
seminar goes credit for profitable discussion of the 
many matters which are dealt with herein. 

We acknowledge assistance and guidance received 
from the authors mentioned in the Bibliography, 


many of whom we have quoted in these pages. Above 
all, to the Spirit Himself go our deepest gratitude 


and sincerest praise for the revelation of the truths 
which we believe He has granted us in this treatise. 


[v ] 
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Introduction 
PAUL’S DEFENSE AND OURS 


‘Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of 
a Pharisee.’’ “But this I confess unto thee, that 
after the way which they call heresy, so worship | 
the God of my fathers.’’ Acts 23:6; 24:14. Thus 
Paul defended himself before the Roman court to 
which he had been haled by his co-religionists. Be- 
fore the bar of public opinion, the Pentecostal peo- 
ple have been arraigned by their fellow religionists of 
modern days. Like Paul they answer, ‘‘After the 
most straitest sect of our religion we have lived.”’ 
Acts 26:5. Are they Christians? So are we. Are they 
Protestants? So are we. Are they Fundamentalists? 
So are we. Are they sincere, devout, and intense in 
the worship of the Lord Jesus Christ, as the only 
Savior and Hope of the world? We (we speak fool- 
ishly) are more so. cf. 2 Cor. 11:22, 23. 


PENTECOSTAL PEOPLE ARE ORTHODOX 


Among Pentecostal people there is not the slight- 
est wavering concerning the divine authorship of 
the Scriptures, There is not one doubter among them 
concerning the creation of the world and all life 
by the fiat of God, as Over against the popular her- 
esy of evolution. The eternal deity of Christ, the 
only begotten Son of God: His virgin birth; His 
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miracles; His vicarious death on Calvary; His phys- 
ical resurrection from the dead, are all firmly be- 
lieved by all Pentecostal people. The one defection 
that has come to our ranks has grown out of an 
over-emphasis of the doctrine of the deity of Christ. 
There is a group which is Pentecostal which now 
holds that there is only one person in the Godhead 
and His name is Jesus. This departure from ortho- 
doxy is deplored by the great majority of Pentecostal 
people and fellowship has been withdrawn from this 
erring group. With this one exception, the Pente- 
costal ranks have been kept pure and unsullied by 
variation from standard orthodoxy; and the Pente- 
costal people can be said to be most intense and 
wholehearted in their worship, in their separation 


from the world, and in their evangelistic and mis- 
sionary zeal. | | 


THEY ARE COUNTED HERETICAL 


Yet, it is ‘the way which they (others) call 
heresy.’ It is the sect that is everywhere spoken 
against. Acts 28:22. ‘‘Mine heritage is unto me as 
2 speckled bird, the birds round about are against 
her.” Jer 12:9. Estrangement, ostracism, and out- 
right antagonism and attack have been its experience 
in the midst of its fellow Evangelicals. This is not 
out of line with that which the Bible describes as 
being the lot of the righteous. ‘Yea, and all that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per- 
*ecution.”” 2 Tim, 3:12. ‘Woe unto you when all 
men shall speak well of you.” Luke 6:26. Our 
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only concern is lest it be our own faults for which © 
we suffer, rather than purely for our religious faith | 
and practice. 


THE EXPLANATION 


The reason for this estrangement and opposition | 
lies largely in the fear of what is called emotional- — 
isn? and in the lack of information concerning the > 
doctrines of Pentecostals. Caricatures and excesses 
have also occurred, unfortunately, and these have > 
caused a reaction which has naturally been unfavor- 
able. All of this serves as a cloud to hide the work > 
of God from those who should appreciate it, and 
constitutes a stumbling stone and rock of offense to — 
shut out those who are not hungry enough for God | 
to be willing to go without the camp bearing His | 
reproach. | | 


OUR APPEAL 


There are many thousands who are sincere fol- 
lowers of our Lord and who believe in the ministry 
of the Holy Spirit, but who are strangers: to the 
Pentecostal experience. It is to be regretted that the 
joy and power of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
and subsequent blessings have not yet been entered 
into by these friends. To them we extend a sincere 
hand of encouragement and assistance. We commend 
to their consideration the study of the Holy Spirit 
which follows. We ask only that they search the 
Scriptures to see if these things be so. 


[ xiv ] 
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The Pers a of the Holy Spirit 


SCRIPTURAL PROOF OF THE TRINITY 


N O one can be a consistent 
believer of the Bible without holding the doctrine of 
the tri-unity of the Godhead. In addition to the 
numberless refererices to the different persons of the 
Godhead which are found throughout the whole 
Word of God, there are certain particular passages 
which refer to all three members of the Trinity. 
When Jesus was baptized in Jordan, John saw 
the Holy Spirit descending and heard a voice from 
heaven saying, ‘This is My beloved Son in whom 
I am well pleased.” Matt. 3:16,17. All three 
members of the Trinity are seen in the simul- 
taneous yet distinct existence and operation. Jesus 
said, in John 14:16, “J will pray the Father 
and He shall give you another Comforter.” 
The three persons here mentioned cannot be de- 
nied as existing concurrently, and yet as dif- 
ferent persons. The baptismal formula in Matt. 


(tJ 
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28:19, the apostolic benediction found in 2 Cor, 
13:14, and the references in Acts 2:32, 33 and 
Acts 10:38 are further scriptures representing all 
three members of the Holy Trinity. 


REASONABLE PROOF OF THE TRINITY 


An additional proof of the existence of three per- 
sons in the Godhead is found in the fact that God 
is so complete, contains in His character such a wide 
range and broad compass of all virtues, and is 
such a perfect example in every respect, that it 
is necessary that there be a plurality of persons in 
the Godhead in order to contain and express it all. 
Strength, courage, humility, love, faith, hope, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, meekness, 
righteousness, holiness, power, wisdom, truth, com- 
fort, faithfulness, authority, companionship, service 
—all find perfect embodiment and expression in 
God. If the Godhead were only the sovereign Ruler, 
He could not have vacated: His throne to become a 
helpless baby and to demonstrate the perfect humility 
which is inherent in His nature and which He mani- 
fested when He girded Himself and washed the 
disciples’ feet. If there were no God the Son, then 
God the Father would have had no opportunity to 
have loved from the foundation of the world. In 
reality He could not even be the God of Love that 
He is, for there can be no love of others if there 
is no expression of it, and there could have been 
no expression of God’s love had there not beet 
other members of the Trinity upon whom to be 
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stow it. Loving one’s creatures who are His handi- 
work is a different kind of love than that which 
God expresses in His love for His ‘‘fellow,’’ the 
Smitten Shepherd (Zech. 13:7); and there was a 
period of eternity in which there were no creatures. 
John 1:1, 2; Col. 1:15-17. How could He ever 
have descended to the “‘blackout’’ of Calvary, if 
there had been no God the Father in whom the Son 
could trust and who raised Him from the dead? 
These considerations are themselves proofs of the 
fact that there are distinct persons in the great in- 
finite Godhead. | 


PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


This membership of the Holy Spirit in the Holy 
Trinity is itself proof of the Personality of the 
Holy Spirit. Additional proof of His personality 
is found in the fact that the attributes of personality 
are manifested by Him) ‘‘He that searcheth the hearts 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit.” Rom. 
8:27. “But all these worketh that one and the 
selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man as He will.” 
1 Cor. 12:11. “Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God.” 
Eph. 4:30. “But they rebelled and vexed His Holy 
Spirit.”” Isa. 63:10.(Thus we see that He has mind, 
will, and emotions.) | 

Personal activities are also ascribed to Him. He 
strives with sinners. Gen. 6:3. He teaches. John 
14:26. He testifies of Christ. John 15:26. He 
reproves, John 16:8. He guides. John 16:13; Rom. 
8:14. He comforts, Acts 9:31. He helps our in- 


[3] 


Scanned with CamScanner 


THE SPIRIT HIMspip 


firmities. Rom. 8:26. He intercedes for the saints 
Rom. 8:26. He searches the deep things of God. 
1 Cor. 2:10. He sanctifies. Rom. 15:16. He wit. 
nesses. Rom. 8:16. And He commands. Acts 16:6 
7. He is susceptible to personal treatment. He can 
be lied to. Acts 5:3. He can be resisted. Acts 7:5]. 
He can be blasphemed. Matt. 12:31,32. He can 
be grieved. Eph. 4:30. And He can be quenched. 
1] Thess. 5:19. 


DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PERSONALITY 
AND CORPOREITY 


‘There are those who have difficulty in distin- 
guishing between personality (being a person) and 
corporeity (having a body). They cannot under- 
stand or believe that anything which is invisible 
and intangible, and does not have a body, can be 
2 person. Jesus said, ‘‘A spirit hath not flesh and 
bones, as ye see Me have.’’ Luke 24:39. He also 
said, “God is a Spirit.” John 4:24. It is recorded, 

No man hath seen God at any time.’’ John 1:18. 
Thus God exists as an invisible Spirit without flesh 
and bones. But the Creator and Ruler of a universe 
of persons must be Himself a person. The Holy 
04 is a spirit, like God the Father, and so the 
moeck .; is also a person. His omnipresence is an 


Havine rt Onception if we confine Him to a body. 
8 the faculties and attributes of a person con- 


stitutes a Person, Whether or not that person cus- 
tomarily resides in a body. 
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NEED FOR GENUINE FAITH IN HIS PER- 
SONALITY 


Although accepted perfunctorily by orthodox 
Christians everywhere as theologically correct and 
true, the fact of the personality of the Holy Spirit 
needs emphasis and practical acceptance in the minds 
and hearts of believers. ‘‘I believe in the Holy 
Ghost”’ is easily repeated in church ceremony as 
creedal faith, but the truth is not so easy to com- 
prehend or practice in one’s personal life. The Holy 
Spirit IS a person. He is real. ‘I will pray the 
Father, and He shall give you ANOTHER Com- 
forter, that He may abide with you forever.” John 
14:16. As Jesus had been real among them so 
that they heard Him with their ears, saw Him with 
their eyes, and handled Him with their hands, so 
now the Comforter was to take His place among 
them and, though invisible, be just as real a per- 
sonal companion, friend, teacher, and guide. 


MISTAKE TO USE “IT” WITH REFERENCE 
TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 


The Holy Spirit must never be considered merely 
as a blessing, a feeling, or an influence. How far 
short of the full truth it is to refer to Him as ‘“‘It.”’ 
There are two verses in the King James Version of 
the Bible which use “It” in reference to the blessed 
Holy Spirit: Rom. 8:16,26. This is doubtless 
4 result of the use of the word “wind” or “breath’’ 

Which is in the neuter gender) as the name for 
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the Spirit of God. Readers and translators had not 
become adjusted to the divine conception of the 
Breath of God constituting a distinct person, but 
now there should be no excuse for referring to the 
Holy Spirit as “Tt.” 


DEITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


That the Holy Spirit is very God is proven not 
only by His identification with God in the bap- 
tismal formula and apostolic benediction, but also 
in His possession of Godlike attributes. He is the 
eternal Spirit. Heb. 9:14. He is omnipresent. Psalm 
139:7-10. He is omnipotent. Luke 1:37. And He 
is omniscient. 1 Cor. 2:10. Divine works are ascribed 
to Him. He shared in the creation of the world. 
Gen. 1:2. He creates new creatures in Christ. John 
3:3; 2 Cor. 5:17. He raised Christ from the dead. 
Rom. 1:4; 8:11. His proceeding from the Father 


and from Christ (John 15:26: 
ie an ; 16:7) also proves 
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CHAPTER Il 


The Names of the Holy Spirit 


HE IS HUMBLE AND SELF-EFFACING 





WZ . 
| [ HE Holy Spirit is the 
member of the Trinity who is particularly self- 
effacing. He wrote, ‘This is life eternal that they 
might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom Thou hast sent.’’ John 17:3. He, 
too, gave us the picture of the eternal state, the 
city in which there is the throne of God and of the 
Lamb. Rev. 22:1. The fact that the Holy 
Spirit is not mentioned in connection with the 
other two members of the Trinity in these two pass- 
ages does not imply His non-existence, but rather 
indicates His humility. Jesus told us that when the 
Holy Spirit came He would not speak of or by 
Himself. “He shall glorify me: for he shall receive 
of mine, and shall shew it unto you.” John 16:14. 
¢ is thus content to serve in this hidden and, what 
some might call, subordinate capacity. Yet the im- 
Portance of the person and work of the Holy Spirit 
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is indicated by this declaration of Christ: “All man- 
ner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto — 
men; but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 
shall not be forgiven unto men.”’ Matt. 12:31. 


“HOLY SPIRIT’? PREFERRED TO “HOLY 
GHOST” 


Some three hundred years ago, when the King 
James Version was first translated, the term “‘Holy 
Ghost’” was most reverent and appropriate. Since 
then the use of the word “ghost’’ has narrowed 
down to a sense which makes its use in connection - 
with the Holy Trinity out of place. The original 
word from which this translation has been made 
conveys simply the idea of wind or breath. To the 
minds of people today the word ‘“‘spirit’’ is the 
proper word to express invisible personality. It is 
therefore the judgment of the translators of modern 
versions to replace the term ‘“‘Holy Ghost” with the 
more fitting term ‘‘Holy Spirit.’’ 


FOUR MAJOR NAMES 


There are four major names accorded to this 
third member of the Trinity. These are the Holy 
Spirit, the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and the 
Comforters It must not be assumed or inferred that 
there is essential difference here, or that different 
persons are referred to by the use of these different 
names. These different terms merely call attention 
to certain functions or attributes which this samé 
Person manifests on different occasions. As Christ 
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Himself is called Jesus, Redeemer, Savior, Son of 
God, Son of Man, Prince of Peace, Word of God, 
Bridegroom, King of kings, Lord of lords, Apostle, » 
High Priest, Shepherd, etc., to indicate various func- 
tions and relations which He possesses, so it is con- 
sistent and proper that different names be used in 
connection with the Holy Spirit. 


1. THE HOLY SPIRIT. 


The Holy Spirit is referred to as ‘“The Spirit” 
in a number of Scriptural passages. ‘“‘And hereby 
we know that He abideth in us, by the Spirit which 
He hath given us.’ 1 John 3:24. ‘The Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.’,, 
1 Cor. 2:10. But the name which is most frequently 
accorded the third person of the Trinity is ‘“‘the 
Holy Spirit.”’ It is true that this blessed Person has 
many other characteristics, very prominent among 
which is His humility or self-effacement. But He 
is never called the Humble Spirit. Predominantly He 
is referred to as ‘‘the Holy Spirit.’’ 


Emphasis on Holiness. 


He shares with other members of the Trinity all 
the attributes and qualities of God. When Isaiah saw 
the Lord high and lifted up, the seraphim cried one 
to another, saying, ‘‘Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord 
of Hosts,”” one “holy” apparently for each mem- 
ber of the Trinity. Isa. 6:3. When John saw the 
throne set in heaven and Him who sat upon it, the 
four living creatures cried, saying, ‘Holy, Holy, 
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Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, ang 
‘s to come.” Rev. 4:8. God told Moses, as quoted 
by Peter, ‘‘Be ye holy, for I am holy.” Lev. 11:44. 
1 Peter 1:16. But nevertheless it is the third person 
of the Holy Trinity who is particularly designated 
as “holy.” This indicates that in Him rests the 
blazing fire of the purity and holiness of Almighty 
God. The first thing that must be expected in deal- 
ing with the Holy Spirit is that He will uncover and 
condemn sin in the life. John 16:8. This is His 
major ministry. By Him also the believer is enabled 
to live a life of victory over sin. Holiness there- 
fore is the outstanding characteristic of this member 
of the Trinity. 


2. SPIRIT OF GOD. 


Quite often in the Word of God the Holy Spirit 
is referred to as the Spirit of God. ‘‘Grieve not 
the Holy Spirit of God, by which ye are sealed 
unto the day of redemption.” Eph. 4:30. ‘‘Hereby 
know ye the Spirit of God.” 1 John 4:2. By the 
use of this name in referring to the Holy Spirit, parti- 
cular attention is called to the fact that He has a 
specific relation to God the Father. Jesus told us that 
the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father. ‘‘And 
when the Comforter is come, whom I will send un- 
to you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, 
a Proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of 
| from — tinge The fact then that He proceeds 
God” ather justifies this name, “the Spirit of 
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a. Draws Men to Christ. 


In the capacity of the Spirit of God, the Holy 
Spirit does the work of the Father here on earth. 
Jesus said, ‘No man can come to Me, except the 
Father which hath sent Me draw him.”’ John 6:44. 
When the Holy Spirit came, He took up this par- 
ticular activity of the Father, and now it is He who 
reproves the world of sin and of righteousness and 
of judgment. It is “through the sanctification of 
the Spirit’’ that men are chosen to salvation. 2 Thess. 
2:13. Through this same ‘‘sanctification of the 
Spirit’ they are brought unto obedience and sprin- 
kling of the blood of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 1:2. 


b. Reveals Truth. 


When Peter made his immortal confession, ‘““Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the Living God,” Jesus 
said, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven.’’ Matt, 16:17. On an- 
other occasion, Jesus said, ‘“I thank Thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes.’ Matt. 11:25. Thus, 
preceding the day of Pentecost, it was the Father's 
work to reveal truth to men. ‘‘Howbeit, when He 
the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide you 
into all truth.” John 16:13. ‘‘He shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance 
whatsoever I have said unto you.” John 14:26. 
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Here again we see that the Spirit of God does the 
work of God on the earth today. 


c. Guides. 

When Jesus was on earth it was the Father who 
gave Him commandment what He should do and 
what He should speak. John 12:49-50. He walked 
in the light of His Father, and He did only those 
things which He saw His Father do. John 11:9; 
5:19. Now that the Holy Spirit is come, it 1s He 
who does this work of the Father in the life of 
believers. ““As many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God.”’ Rom. 8:14. 


d. Disciplines. 

Jesus called attention to the fact that while He 1s 
the vine and we are the branches, the Father is the 
Husbandman. ‘“‘Every branch in Me that beareth 
not fruit HE taketh away; and every branch that 
beareth fruit, HE purgeth it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit.’’ John 15:2. ‘“‘Whom the Lord loveth 
He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He 
receiveth.”’ Heb. 12:6. It is the work of the Father 
to discipline believers. Isaiah tells us that the Lord 
shall wash away the filth of the daughters of Zion 
and shall purge the blood of Jerusalem from the. 
midst thereof by ‘‘the spirit of judgment and by 
the spirit of burning.” Isa, 4:4. Thus the disci- 
plinary work of the Father is carried on in the lives 
of believers by the blessed Holy Spirit. 
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3, SPIRIT OF CHRIST. 


The Holy Spirit is also referred to as the Spirit of 
Christ. “Now if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of His.’’ Rom. 8:9. When this 
term is used, attention is called to the fact that He 
was given by Christ. “If I go not away, the Comfor- 
ter will not come unto you; but if I depart, J will 
send Him unto you.”’ John 16:7. Jesus appeared 
unto them the night of the resurrection, breathed 
on them and said, “‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 
John 20:22. In his sermon on the day of Pentecost, 
Peter declared, ‘““This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by 
the right hand of God exalted, and having received 
of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, HE 
hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.”’ 
Acts 2:32, 33. Thus we see that the Holy Spirit is 
sent into the world by Christ. 


a. Imparts Christ-life. 


In the capacity of being sent by Christ, He comes 
to impart the Christ-life. ‘‘For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death.’’ Rom. 8:2. In 1 John 
9:11, 12 we are told that ‘‘this life is in His Son. 
He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life.’’ Life is in the 
Son of God and the Spirit of Christ is called the 
Spirit of Life. Jesus told Nicodemus, “Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.” John 3:5. The 
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impartation of the Christ-life is the work of the 
Spirit of Christ. 


6. Produces Christ-frutts. 


Paul tells us in Phil. 1:11 that the fruits of right. 
eousness are by Jesus Christ. The Christ-life with. 
in is the seedbed from which there arise and are pro- 
duced various kinds of Christian fruit. The same 
writer tells us in Gal. 5:22-23 that ‘‘the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.’’ Thus it 
is the work of the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of 
Christ to develop the Christ-life within the believer 
in the production of the various qualities which are 
called the fruit of the Spirit. 


c. Reveals Things of Christ. 


Another beautiful ministry of the Holy Spirit 
as the Spirit of Christ is the taking of the things of 
Christ and showing them to us. ‘‘He shall glorify 
me; for he shall receive of mine and shall shew it 
unto you.” John 16:14. Our Lord came to set us 
a perfect example of Christian living. He walked 
in the pathway in which we are commanded to 
follow. He put Himself on our level and was in 
all points tempted like as we are yet without sin. He 
demonstrated how to walk acceptably with God. 
He made distinct revelation of this art and frankly 
declared what was involved in its accomplishment. 
We will find this especially in the 4th to the 17th 
chapters of John. To those who will listen, the 
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blessed Holy Spirit will glorify Christ by taking 
these ‘things of Christ’ and revealing their wonder 
and beauty to them. As we hereby learn the mystery 
of Christ and the secret of the success of His won- 
derful life, we are enabled to walk in that same 
pathway and partake of that same glorious victory. 


d. Imparts Power of Christ. 

Possibly the most triumphant of all of the minis- 
tries of the Holy Spirit as He comes to us from 
Christ is to bring a-mighty baptism of power. Jesus 
said, ‘All power is given unto Me in Heaven and 
in earth.’”” Matt. 28:18. Paul declared Christ to be 
the very power of God. 1 Cor. 1:24. The out- 
standing characteristic of the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit as promised by Christ is that it would be an 
enduement with power from on high. Luke 24:49. 
“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you.” Acts 1:8. ‘‘He that be- 
lieveth on Me, the works that I do shall he do also; 
and greater works than these shall he do; because 
I go unto my Father” [and will send you back the 
Spirit of power]. John 14:12. 


e. Takes Place of Christ. 

“And I will pray the Father and He shall give 
you ANOTHER Comforter, that he may abide 
with you forever.” John 14:16. This is the promise 
of Christ that the Holy Spirit would take His place 
in their lives, He was to fill the place which Jesus 
had occupied and was about to vacate. The Holy 
Spirit was to be to them a personal friend, a won- 
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derful teacher, a very real companion, and guide. 
He was to be a Person in every sense of the word and 
just such a Person as Jesus had been. It 1s in this 
capacity that the Holy Spirit wishes to serve and 
is meant to serve in the lives of all believers. He 
should be dominant, real, personal, and completely 
satisfying. 


4. COMFORTER. 

The name which Christ Himself used in an- 
nouncing the coming of the Holy Spirit ‘is ‘“‘the 
Comforter."’ John 14:16. In no other place in the 
Scripture is the Holy Spirit referred to by this 
gracious title. The hearts of the disciples were 
troubled. IThey were in need of divine comfort. 
Jesus supplied this need by the promise of the gift of 
Him who would bring abundant comfort to their 
hearts. The comfort which He would bring would 
not merely be sympathy but would effect a com- 
plete healing of their wounded hearts by the im- 
partation of courage and strength. This ministry 
He should have in the lives of all believers. Acts 9:31. 

a. Paraclete. 

The word “‘paracletos,’”” which is here translated 
“‘Comforter,’’ means more than one who comforts. 
He is one who walks alongside or is a companion. 
As Paraclete, the Holy Spirit is one who is ready 
to provide strength, courage, wisdom, and grace 
in any form. He supplies all that a loving, capable 
companion would be asked to supply to satisfy every 
longing and need of the human heart. 
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b. Communion of the Holy Spirit. 


‘The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost be 
with you all.”. 2 Cor. 13:14. This grace of our 
Lord and the love of God are brought to us by the 
Holy Spirit. Communing with the Holy Spirit, 
having fellowship with Him, letting Him perform 
His appointed ministry in our lives, brings to us the 
fullness of the blessing of God. The benediction of 
the Holy Trinity thus rests upon us. 
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CHAPTER III 


The Seven Spirits of God 


THERE IS ONE SPIRIT 


3 [ HERE is one body, and 
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling.’”’ Eph. 4:4. This is a declaration of the 
unity of the Holy Spirit. He is a distinct person 
with a unique personality of His own. It is true 
that He is called the Spirit of God and the Spirit 
of Christ as well as the Holy Spirit. These are 
His outstanding titles. But He is one person per- 
forming different ministries. 


THERE ARE SEVEN SPIRITS 

Believing in the unity of the Holy Spirit, we caa 
now look at Rev. 1:4; 4:5; and 5:6. “John to the 
seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto 
you, and peace, from him which is, and which was 
and which is to come, and from the seven Spirits 
which are before his throne.”’ ‘‘And out of the throné 
proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: 
and there were seven lamps of fire burning befor’ 
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the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.” 
“And I beheld, and lo, in the midst of the throne 
- and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the 
elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having 
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven 
Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.’”’ Here we 
have reference to the seven Spirits of God. We must 
not consider these a contradiction of Eph. 4:4. The 
unity of the Spirit finds expression in seven dis- 
tinctive ways. The supreme God is One in very 
truth (Deut. 6:4), and yet the Bible sets forth 
that there are three distinct persons in the Godhead. 
In like manner the Holy Spirit is a unity, but there 
are seven expressions or forms in which He operates 
among men. As the candlestick of the wilderness 
tabernacle was made of one piece of beaten gold 
and had seven branches and lamps (Ex. 25:31-37), 
so the Holy Spirit is one and yet shines forth upon 
the world in seven different ways. 


THE SPIRIT OF GRACE. 


In Heb. 10:29 reference is made to the Spirit of 
grace. Ihe whole Gospel is a gospel of grace. God 
so loved that He gave freely. ITthe Lord Jesus Christ 
offers His gifts purely as a matter of grace.) ‘‘For 
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God; not of works, 
lest any man should boast.’’ Eph. 2:8, 9. In perfect 
conformity, therefore, to the Father and the Son, and 
bringing to the world their one Spirit and pro- 
posal of grace, the Holy Spirit presents Heaven's 
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treasures as gracious gifts to men/ He refuses no oa 

“th those who would barter with Him. e wi 
ee ‘on for His services. He will 
accept no remuneration for 4 ty 
allow not one scintilla of merit or credit to be pre 
sented to Him in payment for His gifts.; Grace is 
the fundamental law of His ministry. There is no 
limit to what He will give and do as we accept it 
as unmerited favor. He is especially the Spirit of 
grace.) 

THE SPIRIT OF LIFE. 

Particularly as the Spirit of Christ He operates 
in the lives_of_ believers as the Spirit-of—life. Rom: 
8:2. ‘‘And the Spirit of God moved upon the face 
of the waters’ (Gen. 1:2), infusing life in the old 
or first creation. He is now busy imparting life to 
bring into existence the new creation. 2 Cor. 5:17. 
‘Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he 
is none of His.” Rom. 8:9. Being the Spirit of 
Christ, He the Spirit _of_life, makes us free from 
the law of sin and death. Rom. 8:2. He is the stream 
of divine life which flows into our members over- 
whelming the law of sin and death, coursing through 
us with virtue from on high. This is more abundant 
life, and it comes to us in the person of the Holy 
Spirit. oon 

The Spirit of Life in Our Bodies. 


This life is not only for our souls and spiritual 
natures. As we will receive it, the Spirit of life can 
and will penetrate our physical bodies and quicken 
them. Rom. 8:11. There is divine healing as the 
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gift of the Holy Spirit. 1 Cor, 12:9. There is 
divine health by the same Holy Spirit. 2 Cor. 4: 
10, 11. There is even superhuman strength, as it 
is needed, by this same Holy Spirit. It was the 
Spirit of the Lord that came mightily upon Samson 
which enabled him to perform superhuman feats. 
Judges 14:6,19. The same Spirit caught away 
Philip and transported him to a distant point. Acts 
8:39, 40. This operation of the Holy Spirit should 
not be overlooked or neglected. He will not have 
been allowed to perform His full ministry in our 
lives unless we drink of the well of divine life, both 
for soul and body. 


THE SPIRIT OF ADOPTION. 


Ct is not in vain that the Holy Spirit is called the 
Spirit of adoption. Rom, 8:15. The special work 
of establishing former sons of Satan in the family 
of God as His legal heirs is a particular ministry 
of the Holy Spirit.» He has been assigned the task 





_ “In this connection, Frank M. Boyd, well-known Pentecostal 
author and teacher, comments: 

“The word ‘adoption’ in the Greek original is an interesting 
word, meaning literally ‘the placing of sons.’ It comes from 
two words ‘huios’—Son, and ‘thesis’—a placing. 

“Our birth into the family of God is rather expressed by 
another Greek word ‘teknon,’ a word which John uses 
frequently to express a relation based upon community of 
nature. He never uses the word ‘huios’ to describe the relation 
of Christians to God, since he regards their position not as a 
result of adoption, but of a new life. 

Paul, on the contrary, regards the relation from the legal 
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of effecting our adoption and persuading ys who 
have been brought from the family of sin into the 
family of God that we are actually and legally 
adopted into His family. / It is with some temerity 
that we approach our Father's throne, even though 
we have been urged to come boldly to the Throne 
of Grace. Heb. 4:16. Our unbelief takes the guise 
of false humility, and we secretly compliment our. 
selves upon our hesitation to take hold of the prom- 
ises of God. But we must clearly understand that 


God will not approve of our unbelief. He is far 





rather pleased by our bold assertion of our place 


as full-fledged children of His family. It is_ the 


distinct work of the Holy Spirit to encourage and 


coach us along these lines. 





standpoint, as adoption, imparting a new dignity and relation. 
Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:5, 6. 
“The whole thought of adoption is that we now stand in 2a 
completeness of relation to God as sons, which makes us 
— of — a with Jesus Christ’—He, the only- 
egotten Son, and we, the ‘many sons’ wh i ing! 
to glory. Heb, 2:10, J a 
ae - oo wry . the blessed Holy Spirit to actualize that 
al. 4:7) and to inspir i i 
ister aeaeaah a, et pire us with the utmost confidence 
“One day, as Pau! indicates j 
’ n Rom, 8:23, we shal 
4 the consummation of ‘adoption’ by the redemption ‘of ene 
“e 1 ‘ een 8:23), when We shall be manifested as sons (Rom 
19) before the wondering heavenly hosts; and all creation 


will rejoice in what God } 
las wro ‘ 
deeming a fallen race.” ught through grace in re- 
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THE SPIRIT OF HOLINESS. 


(In addition to the Holy Spirit’s having as His 
distinctive name the Holy Spirit, it is definitely 
recorded that He is the Spirit of Holiness. Rom. 1:4. 
Isaiah declares He is the spirit of judgment and the 
Spirit of burning. Isa. 4:4. The filth of the daugh- 
ters of Zion and the blood which was upon that 
holy city were washed away and purged from the 
midst thereof by the spirit of judgment and by the 
spirit of burning. God is the enemy of sin wher- 
ever He finds it. In the heart of the believer He 
attacks it immediately. The Spirit of Holiness, as 
the spirit of judgment, uncovers and condemns all 
that is wrong, and, as the spirit of burning, purges 
it out. This is a work which is not so pleasant to 
the believer, but is very vital to the program of God. } 
The Bride of the Lamb must be a glorious church, 
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. She 
must be holy and without blemish. Hence the Holy 
Spirit is busy sanctifying and cleansing her with 
the washing of water by the Word. To be filled 
with the Holy Spirit means to allow the Holy Spirit 
to search out, and condemn, and destroy all the im- 
purities of the nature and spirit. 





Holiness Is a Spirit. 


\The phrase, “Spirit of Holiness,” reveals to us 
that holiness is not merely a state of grace or a 
sanctifying act. There is a divine person who is 
the Spirit of Holiness from whom there emanates the 
Suality of holiness which is to be shed abroad with- 
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in our lives. As the tree is sustained by the life 
within and/ will lose its freshness and, shortly, its 
very life unless life flows in its trunk out to its leaves, 
just so holiness will be an empty, rattling exterior 
and mere profession, unless it 1s energized and vita- 
lized constantly by Him who is the Spirit of Holi- 
ness. Christ, too, is made unto us sanctification, for, 
in the words of Gabriel, He also is “‘that holy thing.” 
Luke 1:35. A Person within one’s life then is the 


secret of true holiness and the Holy Spirit of Holj- 
ness is that Person. 


THE SPIRIT OF SUPPLICATIONS. 


In Zechariah 12:10, the Holy Spirit is referred 
to as the spirit of supplications. Paul tells us, “Like- 
wise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought: 
but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered.) And he 
that searcheth the hearts knoweth what isthe mind 
of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the 
saints according to the will of God.” Rom. 8:26-27. 
More Specifically in 1 Cor. 14:2 we are instructed 
that “‘he that speaketh in an unknow 
eth not unto men, but unto God: for no man 
understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speak- 
eet mysteries,’ Pay] Says, “‘For if I pray in an 
= pittlay tongue, My spirit prayeth, but my undef: 

ending is unfruitful. What is it then? I will pray 
with the spirit, and I will pray with the unde 
standing also: I wil] sing with the spirit, and | wi 


n tongue speak- 
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sing with the understanding also.’’ vv. 14, 15. This 
particularly designates the gift of tongues as a 
ministry of prayer in the spirit. The Holy Spirit 
is so efficient and capable, by reason of the fact 
that He is God Himself and knoweth all things, 
that He is pre-eminently qualified to control and 
guide the prayer life of the believer. Speaking through 
the Spirit-filled saints in the gift of the unknown 
tongue or by inspiring the human understanding, 
He is the mighty spirit of supplications. How great 
is the need for believers to be filled with the spirit 
of supplications. How much more could be accom- 
plished for God these days if Spirit-filled people 
would yield themselves to the mighty ministry of 
intercession as the spirit of supplications Himself 
prayed through them according to the will of God. 


THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH. 


We come now to the revelation of the Holy 
Spirit as the spirit of truth. John 16:13. In Isaiah’s 
prophecy of the coming of Messiah as recorded in 
ch. 11:2-3a, the Spirit of the Lord is referred to as 
“the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of Rnowledge and 
of the fear of the Lord: And shall make him of 
quick understanding in the fear of the Lord.” Here 
is a sevenfold expression of the spirit of truth. This 
is the only one of these seven Spirits of God which 
itself has a sevenfold definition. This is to call our 
Particular attention to the high importance of this 
Phase of the Spirit’s activity. When Christ was in- 
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forming the disciples concerning the coming of ‘the | 
Comforter who was to take His place alongside of 
the disciples, His chief emphasis concerning the Work. 
and ministry of that comforter was that He woulg 
TEACH them all things. John 14:26; 16:13. Tt is : 


He should testify of Him. John 15:26. Since Christ. 
is Himself the truth (John 14:6), it is to be ex. 
pected that the spirit of truth would testify of the 
Christ who is truth. For the third time Jesus calls. 
the Holy Spirit the spirit of truth in John 16:13, 
Here He declares He will guide you into all truth 
Again He says that He shall take of Mine and shall _ 


show it unto you. 


Teaching, the Work of the Spirit. 


In 1 Cor. 12:28; Rom. 12:7; and Eph. 4:11, it 
is set forth that teaching is a manifestation and a gift 
of the Holy Spirit. Thus we have this heavy em- 
phasis in different parts of the Bible concerning the 
Spirit’s ministry of teaching. This is predominantly 
the work of the Holy Spirit. “‘“My people are destroy- 
ed for lack of knowledge.” Hosea 4:6. Knowledge 
8 light and permits proper adjustment to the facts — 
of life. The spiritual realm js uncharted, and yet 
it 18 the sphere through which we must find out 
ie - Order to have power over sin, the world, 
” , a come out victorious in the struggle of 
eae P re safely on heaven's shore. How art 

ind our way through this uncharted realm! | 
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THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD 


A gutde has been sent us, none other than a member 
of the Divine Trinity Himself, who will take us 
by the hand and lead us carefully and faithfully into 
full and complete understanding of the perfect will 
of God and bring us into the place of personal 
victory and power. The Holy Spirit calls individ- 
uals into the ministry of teaching. He ministers also 
directly in the Spirit-taught life. How important 
it is and how we need to let the Holy Spirit have 
His way in our study of the Bible, our application 
to divine learning, and our entry into all truth. 


THE SPIRIT OF GLORY. 


. Fittingly, the last of the seven Spirits of God is the 
spirit of glory, “If ye then be reproached for the 
name of Christ, happy are ye: for the spirit of 
glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part | 
he is evil spoken _ of, but on your part he is glori- 
fied.” 1 Peter 4:14. “For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us.” Rom. 8:18. Surely there is a relationship 
and a corresponding ratio here. Suffer for Him and 
the spirit of glory rests upon you: suffer for Him 
and glory is wrought within you to be revealed 
at the last time. Through and, by y the wounds_ of 
body and_ spirit, the spirit. of. glory... works. His. 
glory into_our_lives.and_stores.it_ up, for the day..of 
redemption, By this means our own glorification is 
being provided for and by this means also our Lord - 

is glorified (‘‘on your.part He is glorified’). This 
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was the Spirit that rested upon Stephen as his 
enemies gnashed on him with their teeth and pre. 
pared to stone him. Acts 7:55. Stephen was glori- 
fied, for the Lord stood up to receive him. Christ 
was glorified by the valiant loyalty and devotion of 
His servant. 


r 28 | 


Scanned with CamScanner 


CHAPTER IV 
the Holy Spirit in the 
Old Cestament 


THROUGHOUT THE OLD TESTAMENT 


Te 

Fr ROM the study of the 
nature of the Holy: Spirit as revealed by His names, 
let us now trace the work and presence of the Holy 
Spirit in the Old Testament. It may come as a 
surprise to many to learn that the Holy Spirit is 
mentioned eighty-one times in the Old Testament. 
This is one third as many times as He is mentioned 
in the New Testament. Thirteen of these Old 
Testament references are found in the Pentateuch:; 
and Isaiah and Ezekiel have fourteen and twelve 
Passages respectively. Judges and First Samuel each 
has seven references, and the book of the Psalms has 
five, There are only sixteen books out of the thirty- 
nine books of the Old Testament which do not 
have a reference to the Holy Spirit. 
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+ CREATION | | 
~ wn Holy Spirit is called, tn _ othe | 
eternal Spirit.” This is a declaration of t he fact tha | 
the Holy Spirit bas existed from all eternity. Thy 
plural form of the Hebrew word for God (Elohim) 
found in Gen. 1:1 presents the thought that th. 
Holy Spirit 1s ‘ncluded in the Deity who Created 
the world in the beginning. As that Deity conferreq 
among Themselves saying, ‘‘Let us make man,” it 
is again implied that the Holy Spirit was present 
at the Creation. This creative activity 1s specifically 
declared in Gen. 1:2. ““The Spirit of God moved 


upon the face of the waters.” 


WITH ANTEDILUVIANS 


“My Spirit will not always strive with man.” 
Gen. 6:3. Here is a revelation of a ministry of the 
Holy Spirit in the Old Testament which is similar 
to, if not the same as, that which He has in the New 
Testament. He now reproves the world of sin and 
draws men unto Christ. Before the flood He had 
striven with men and had secured the loyal following 
of Enoch and the godly line. But at the time of 
the flood only Noah and his family were righteous 
All others were finally impenitent. One hundred and 


twenty years more of His striving and then judg 
ment, 


JOSEPH AND BEZALEEL 


Ron, are many instances of the special visitatiO® 
r ‘.# 5 
of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament. days, up 
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IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 


individuals who were thus equipped to perform cer- 


— we em oe tere om 
— ee re 


tain functions. The Spirit of the Lord indwelt 
Joseph, enabling him to understand the dreams of 
Pharaoh and to administer the affairs of state. Gen. 
41:38; Acts.7:9, 10. In the erection of the holy 
tabernacle in the wilderness, the Holy Spirit came 
upon Bezaleel, who was “‘filled with the Spirit of 
God in wisdom and in understanding and in knowl- 
edge and in all manner of workmanship to devise 
cunning works, to work in gold and in silver and 
in brass, and in cutting of stones to set them, and in 
carving of timber, to work all manner of work- 
wmanship.” Ex. 31:1-6; 35:30-35, 
MOSES, JOSHUA, THE SEVENTY: ELDERS, 
AND THE JUDGES 

Moses was tilled with the Holy Spirit. Isaiah tells 
us so. Isa. 63:11. And since it is written that the 
spirit which indwelt Moses Was conveyed ‘to the 
seventy elders, so that the Holy Spirit ‘‘rested ‘upon - 
them,” it is clearly proven that Moses was a man 
who was filled with the Holy Spirit. Num. 11:17, 
29. It is recorded of Joshua in Num. 27:18 and 
Deut. 34:9 that he was a man_in whom was the 
Spirit.; The Word tells us, too, that certain judges: 
were visited by the Holy Spirit as enablement for 
the accomplishment of their tasks. The statement 
concerning Othniel is found in Judges 3:10; con- 
“érning Gideon in Judges 6:34; concerning Jephthah 
in Judges 11:29; and concerning Samson in Judges 
13:25: 14:6, 19; and 15:14. 
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SAUL AND DAVID | 

“When the time came that Israel desired a king 
God gave them Saul, a son of Kish, and equippeg 
him for his work by the Holy..Spirit-s_coming 
upon him. 1 Sam. 10:6, 10; 11:6; 19:23. Notice a. 
so that the Spirit of the Lord departed from Say 
after that willful king continually disobeyed. 1 Sam, 
16:14. His successor, David, likewise received the 
Spirit of the Lord as the anointing for kingship 
Sam. 16:13.) David feared lest he, too, lose the 
Holy Spirit as a result of his sin and prayed earnestly 
that the Lord would not take away His Holy Spirit 


from him. Psa. 51:11. 
—_TFHE PROPHETS 


In connection with Saul’s receiving the Holy 
Spirit at the beginning and during his reign, it is re- 
corded -(1 Sam. 10:5, 6 and 19:20-24) that there 
was a company of prophets who did prophesy. All 
through the history of the children of Israel there 
after there arose the prophets (Isaiah to Malachi) 
who prophesied under the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit. 1 Peter 1:11 and Neh. 9:30 declare that 
these prophets were indwelt by the Spirit of Christ. 
We are told also that “these holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.’ 2 Pett? 
1471, | Micah declared, “T am full of power by 
ane of the Lord.” Micah 3:8. And throug! 
by aan 6) came the eternal principle: ‘Not 

Y power, but by my Spirit, saith 
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the Lord of hosts.’ There were also prophets and 
holy men other than those whose messages are 
recorded to whom the word of the Lord came: 
Nathan, 2 Sam. 12:1; Gad, 2 Sam. 24:11; Elijah, 
1 Kings 17:1, 2; Elisha, 2 Kings 2:21: Amasai, 
1 Chron. 12:18; Azariah, 2 Chron. 15:1: Jaha- 
ziel, 2 Chron. 20:14; Zechariah, 2 Chron. 24:20. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT PROPHESIED 


We call attention to the fact that the visitation 
of the Holy Spirit upon certain individuals in the 
Old Testament resulted in prophesying by those 
thus visited. This was true in the case of the seventy 
elders who received of the spirit of Moses as recorded 
in Numbers 11:16, 17, 25-29. The prophets of 
1 Sam. 10:5-11 prophesied, as did Saul, when the 
Holy Spirit came upon them. This was the peculiar 
Manifestation of the Holy Spirit as He came upon 


the prophets of old. They spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost. 


_#E WAS WITH ALL ISRAEL 


The general ministry of the Holy Spirit to and 
with the children of Israel is referred to in detail in 
Isa. 63:9-14, This is confirmed in Neh. 9:20 and 
Hag. 2:5. In the review given above we have seen 
that the Holy Spirit was present in the Old Testa- 
ment enduing those who were called to serve in some 
distinctive capacity. Although He led the entire 
eroup, yet His particular anointing and blessing rest- 
“ here and there Upon outstanding individuals. 
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PREDICTION OF GENERAL OUTPOURING 

While this was the experience of the Israelites ip 
the Old Testament, there were various prophets who 
foretold the time when there would be a general, 
universal diffusion of the Holy Spirit. Joel puts 
it into definite words: ‘‘And it shall come to pass 
afterward that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your 
young men shall see visions: and also upon the 
servants and upon the handmaids in those days will 
I pour out my spirit.” Joel 2:28, 29. This foretells 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh, 
extending to all people the experience which had 
come in Israelitish history to individuals here and 
there. This visitation was to be upon all flesh, Jew 
and Gentile, sons and daughters, and old men and 
young men. There would come such a mighty out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit that they all would 
prophesy. This then is the prediction that the 
special visitation of the Holy Spirit upon individuals 
in the Old Testament time, which caused them to 

prophesy would, at a later time, come upon all 
flesh, causing them also to PROPHESY. Peter an- 
nounced on the day of Pentecost that the outpour- 
ing there on the one hundred and twenty disciples 
(who included the apostles; certain women; Mary: 
the mother of Jesus; and her other sons, who had 
say become disciples) was a direct fulfillment of 
Joel's prophecy. Acts 2:16. The prophecy concert” 
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ing the general outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
all flesh, which Joel stated so clearly, is also made, 
though in less definite terms, by Isaiah (28:11, 12 
32:15; 44:3) by Ezekiel (36:27), and by Jeremiah 
(31:31-34).— 

ESSIAH TO BE SPIRIT - FILLED 


The Messiah who was to come was Himself 
particularly to minister under the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit. Isaiah declared, ‘‘And there shall come 
forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch 
shall grow out of his roots: and the Spirit of the 
Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord 
and shall make him of quick understanding in the 
fear of the Lord; and he shall not judge after 
the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the 
hearing of his ears.” Isa. 11:1-3. In the 6lst 
chapter of Isaiah he represents the Messiah as 
saying: ‘‘The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek: He hath sent me to bind up 
the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap- 
tives, and the opening of the priaon to them that are 
bound.” vy. 1. 


SUMMARY 


Thus we see that the Holy Spirit came upon 
certain individuals in the Old Testament time. It 
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was predicted also that the time would come when 
He would similarly be poured out on all flesh; ang 


it was further prophesied that He would rest mighy. 
ily upon the coming Messiah.” 
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| Luke 1:15. The 8 
7 Holy Spirit would 


) filled With the H 


CHAPTER V 
The Holy Spirit in the 
lime of Christ 


AT THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 
AND OF JESUS 


W E come now to the New 


rags era and notice certain visitations of the 
are which preceded the day of Pentecost. 
ae informed Zacharias that the son which was 
oan agg to him in his old age would be filled 

the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb, 
ame angel told Mary that the 
come upon her and thus that 
Holy Thing which should be born of her ie 
Son of God, Luke 1:35, When Mary 
t her cousin Elisabeth, Elisabeth was 
oly Spirit and spoke with a loud 
Zacharias, at the birth of John. 
€ Holy Spirit and prophesied. v. 








went to Visi 


wOue. VV, 41-42, 
Was filled With th 
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67. Who would deny that Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, herself was filled with the Holy Spirit x | 
she broke out in the beautiful Magnificat of Luk | 
1-46-55? There was also a man in Jerusalem 
whose name was Simeon, and ‘‘the Holy Ghost was [| 
upon him.” It was revealed unto him by the Holy | 
Spirit that he should not see death until he had | 
seen the Lord Christ. He also ‘‘came by the Spirit in. 
to the temple.’’ Luke 2:25-27. Anna too was af 
prophetess who “gave thanks likewise unto the | 
Lord.” Thus we have eight distinct references to 
the Holy Spirit in the first two chapters of Luke, | 
with accompanying “crying out” and ‘‘prophesying’ | 
under the power of the Holy Spirit. 


IN JESUS’ MINISTRY 


Peerhar River Jordan, John the Baptist was given | 

raying, “Up who sent him to baptize with water | 

scending ate thou shalt see the Spirit de } 
Shae: ining on him, the ; ; 

b . » the sam 


record, saying, I 
- 9 aw © « 
heaven like a do the Spirit descending from | 


Ve, 
fener pn and it abode Upon him.” Jobf f 
10:38. “HowG | 
re Holy Ghost pow ic ae 
oi that” 
$ ng eters healing al] that wer 
' Tor God was With him ' Te eel 
m. is vet) f 
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IN THE TIME OF CHRIST 


confirmed this specifically in the synagogue at Naza- 
reth, where He read Isaiah 61:1,2 and declared, 
“This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.”’ 
Luke 4:21. Jesus was baptized in the Holy Spirit 
(Matt, 3:16); was driven by the Holy Spirit into 
the wilderness (Mark 1:12); returned in the power 
of the Spirit into Galilee (Luke 4:14) ; by the Spirit 
of God cast out devils (Matt. 12:28) ; through the 
Eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God 
(Heb. 9:14); and through the Holy Spirit gave 
commandment unto the apostles whom He had 
chosen. Acts 1:2. 


PREDICTION BY JOHN THE BAPTIST 
OF GENERAL OUTPOURING 


John the Baptist also prophesied that Jesus would 
be the instrument for the diffusion of the Holy 
Spirit that Joel had predicted. “I indeed baptize 
you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, 
the latchet of whose shoes I. am not worthy to un- 
loose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire.” Luke 3:16. SAG 


CHRIST’S PREDICTION OF THE SPIRIT’S 
COMING 


As Christ approached the end of His ministry and 
ae to lay down His leadership and to finish 
eset His disciples, He introduced them to the 
referres «te, coming of the Holy Spirit. He had 
of to that coming in John 4:14 as the ‘‘well 

ater” and in John 7:37-38 as “‘rivers of water” 
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e innermost parts of those who 


: 
* 


‘ag from th 
flowing From In Luke 11:13 He said thar Ms : 


: n fim. 
lieved © ld gi the Holy Spirit to them th. 


Father wou ; her 
asked Him. In John 14:16 He declared: And \ 


will pray th 
Comforter, 


He referred : 
Spirit and defi 


that coming 
14:17, 26; 15:26; 16:7-15. 


CHRIST BREATHED THE HOLY SPIRIT up. } 


ON THE DISCIPLES 


This brings us up to the time of the crucifixion | 


and resurrection of Christ and the approaching day of 
Pentecost. On the day of His resurrection, as soon a 
He had risen in His glory and had become the glor- 
tied Christ, He breathed upon His disciples and 
said, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.’’ John 20:22. 


This could not have been the fulfillment of Old 


Testament prophecies and those of John the Baptis 


and of Jesus Himself concerning the outpouring % | 
the Holy Spirit. For forty days later, in Acts 1:43) 
He commanded His disciples to wait for the prom! | 


of the Father, declaring that they would yet 


=F ' 


met the Holy Ghost not many days hen | 
e described the effect of that baptism in Acts !** | 


and in the 9th verse it is stated that when He hi 


spon these things He was taken up, and a clov’ | 
received Him out of their sight. Thus, forty day} 
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after the night of the resurrection when He ‘had 
breathed upon them, saying. “‘Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost,”” He represented the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit as still future. The reception of the Holy 
Spirit, then, by the disciples on the night of the 
resurrection, was a distinct experience, but must not 
be confused or made identical with the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit which came upon them on the day 
of Pentecost. A study in the following chapter of 
“the Holy Spirit in conversion” will explain to us 
the meaning of Christ’s breathing on them saying, 
“Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” | 
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CHAPTER VI 


The Holy Spirit in Conversion 


THE HOLY SPIRIT BEGINS THE PROCEss 
OF CONVERSION 


— N OW let us interrupt the 
historical sketch of the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
and | examine the scriptures which set forth the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit in the conversion of 
the believer. ‘““When He is come, He will reprove 
the world.” John 16:8. At the very beginning 
of the salvation process, it is the Holy Spirt 
who takes the initiative and brings conviction 
to the sinning heart. “No man can say that Jesus is 
the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” 1 Cor. 12:3. 
Con fessing with the mouth is man’s first step toward 
salvation. He yields to the conviction of the Spirt 
and by the Holy Spirit he calls Jesus Lord. 


HE COMPLETES THR PROCESS 


A description of what takes place when one » 
converted is provided by Paul in 2 Thess. 2:13 2 
by Peter in 1 Peter 1:2, “God hath . . . chosen 
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to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth.” ““Through sanctification of the 
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ.’’ Belief of the truth leads to salvation 
through the choosing and setting apart of the bless- 
ed Holy Spirit. The Spirit lays His Hand of choice 
upon the sinner’s head; the sinner responds by re- 
ceiving a love of the truth (2 Thess. 2:10) and 
faith springs up in his heart. God and man co-oper- 
ate to man’s salvation. As Peter describes it, man’s 
part is to obey. “Through sanctification of the Spirit 
and obedience.’ This joint work of the Spirit and 
man results in the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus, 
which is the indispensable, culminating act of the 
salvation process. ‘‘What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.’ This completed 
work of the Holy Spirit within the heart of man 
is called the new birth. Jesus, James, Peter, and John 
describe it by this term. John 3:5: James 1:18: 
1 Peter 1:23; 1 John 3:9; 5:1. 


OTHER DESCRIPTIVE TERMS FOR CON- 
VERSION 


“God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba Father.’ Gal. 4:6. This 
is a plain statement that the Holy Spirit comes into 
One's heart at conversion. As a matter of fact, “‘if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of His.” Roman 8:9. This original salvation ex- 
Petlence is also described by Paul as a baptism into 
the body of Christ. ‘For by one Spirit are we all 
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d into one body.” I Cor. 12 :13. “For mn 
any as have been baptized into Christ have py 
cs Christ.” Gal. 3:27. And finally, the Spiri 
0 with our spirit “that we are the chil. 


d.” Romans 8 
Ss HAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT 


dren of Go 


ALL BELIEVER 


In all the descriptions and the use of different 


terms to explain the conversion of the believer, it 
is clearly stated that the Holy Spirit 1s the agent 
at conversion. He convicts men of sin; He sanctifies 
or sets them apart unto salvation; and they ar 
born of the Spirit. He witnesses that they are children 
of God. They who are Christ's have the Spirit of 
Christ. The Holy Spirit baptizes them into the body 
of Christ, and the Holy Spirit resides in their hearts. 
Thus we see that all true born-again believers have 
the Holy Spirit. ‘They have truly “begun in th 
Spirit.” Gal. 3:3. All that they have in the way of 
Christian vitality and experience is the work of th 
Holy Spirit. 


JOHN 20:22 


Be so ead understand more clearly what hap 
fon when Fe nnnies on the night of the resurte’ 
This Spirit ne 8 said, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost. 
now available = resurrected, glorified Christ ¥” 
to impart this rca hearts, and Jesus hasten’, 
God's Son, the : @ to His disciples. The Spirit o 
version, came j ee of Christ, as the Spirit of col 
into their hearts on that occasion” He 
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had died and become a glorified being in order that 
He might come into the lives of all believers. In 
the words of Matthew Henry’s Commentary on this 
verse, ‘As the breath of the Almighty gave life to 
man, and began the old world, so the breath of the 


Mighty Savior gave life to His ministers, and began 
the new world.” 


“With You And Shall Be In You.’ 


There is mystery connected with the fact that the 
Spirit of Christ was tn Old Testament prophets 
(1 Peter 1:11; Neh. 9:30) and in New Testament 
believers (Gal. 4:6), and yet was only with the 
disciples during Christ’s earthly ministry. ‘‘He dwell- 
eth with you and shall be in you.” John 14:17. 
This mystery has to do with the relation of the 
Person of Christ to the Person of the Holy Spirit. 
The latter is the ‘‘other self’ of the former and, 
since Christ was compelled, by the nature of the 
physical body which He occupied, merely to be 
with them before He was glorified, it was therefore 
logically true that His Spirit (the Holy Spirit) was 
also with them and not in them until Christ rose 
from the dead. John 20:22 was the first step of the 
Spirit’s incoming. The final fulfillment of John 
14:17 came on the day of Pentecost. 


We know from what is recorded in St. John’s 
Gospel that even before the ascension, the Holy 
Ghost had actually been given to the disciples, 
that Christ breathed upon them the Holy Ghost. 
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But on the Day of Pentecost they were filleg With 
the Holy Ghost.’ 


of Liberty, p. 205, as quoted in J. F 
Hopkin, <i Resse the Eternal Spirit (Drummag 


<anmning, D 
Ts pot, Londen: 1937), P. 78. 
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The Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit Distinguished From 
Conversion 


ALL BELIEVERS MAY BE BAPTIZED IN THE 
SPIRIT. 


)-. was shown in the pre- 
vious chapter that the visitation of the Holy. Spirit 
on the resurrection night was entirely different from 
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit which came fifty 
days later. This leads us to the further conclusion 
that, although all believers have the Holy Spirit, 
yet i still remains that all believers, in addition to 
having the Holy Spirit, may be filled with or bap- 
tized with the Holy Spirit. As Dr. R. A. Torrey, 
first head of the Moody Bible Institute, has written: 


It is evident that the baptism with the Holy 
Spirit is an operation of the Holy Spirit distinct 
rom and additional to His regenerating work- 
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A man may be regenerated by the Holy 


nd still not 


n regeneration, 
t’s power, and the one who fre. 


+ is saved: in the baptism with the Holy 
he impartation of power, and the 
5 it is fitted for service. 4. . 


Spirit a 
Spirit. 1 
life by the Spirt 
ceives 1 
Spirit, there is t 


one who receive 


Hopkins also says: 
that to have the Spiri 
with the Spirit 1s quite a 


CHRIST'S RELATION TO THE SPIRIT 


Jesus was born of the Holy Spirit from the 
virgin Mary’s womb. For thirty years He was the 
Son of God in a sense that no one else has been. 
Then at the River Jordan, He was baptized in the 
Holy Spirit. He received the anointing from on 
high which launched Him upon and maintained 
Him in that most dynamic ministry. A. J. Gordon 
makes the same distinction. 


Let us observe that Christ, who is our ¢* 
ample in this as in all things, did not appear upor 
His ministry till he had received the Holy Ghost: 
.. . He had been begotten of the Holy Ghost 1 


“We must recognize the fact 
t is one thing, but to be filled 
nother thing.” * 


‘Cisne papi The Person and Work of the Holy Spit 
. . evell: New York 10 . 174, 17 , 
"Hopkins, op. cit., p. 205. [c. 1910]), PP 
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be baptized with the Holy | 
there is the impartation of | 
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- aye BAPTISM DISTINGUISHED FROM CONVERSION 


the womb of the virgin, and had lived that holy 
and obedient life which this divine nativity would 
‘mply. But when he would enter upon his public 
ministry, he waited for the Spirit to come upon 
him, as he had hitherto been in him.’ 


The late eminent English Baptist clergyman, F. 
B. Meyer, has called attention to Christ’s being born 
of the Spirit and later baptized in the Spirit. 


Jesus Christ was conceived of the Holy Ghost, 
and for thirty years Jesus was led and taught 
by the divine Spirit. Was He not one with the 
Holy Ghost? Certainly. Why then must He be 
anointed? Because His human nature needed to 
be empowered by the Spirit, before even He 
could do successful service in this world. Jesus 
waited for thirty years until He was anointed, and 
only then did He say, ‘“The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, and he hath anointed me to preach.” 
Never forget that our Lord’s ministry was not in 
the power of the second person of the blessed 
Trinity, but in the power of the third person.” 

. Dr. A. B. Simpson, godly founder of the Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance, has written as follows: 


ee 


a 
: J. Gordon, Ministry of the Spirit (Fleming H. Revell 
3 rid New York [c. 1894]), Dp. 75, 

dD, Meyer, A Castaway, p. 6. 
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as born by the Spirit, then He . 
b Spirit, and then He went hot 
baptized ut His life and ministry in the powe, 7 
to work © t “He that sanctifieth and they thy 


S irit. Bu vF swe Ve 
- a tified are all of one + So i like manner w,. 
a 


st follow in His footsteps and re-live His lif, 
mu like Him of the Spirit, we, too, must }y 
haptized of the Spirit, and _ go forth to liv 
His life and reproduce His work. 


THE DISCIPLES’ RELATION TO THE 
SPIRIT 

The disciples of Christ had left all to follow Him 
Matt. 19:27. They had confessed that He was the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God. Matt. 16:16; 
John 6:68, 69. Jesus had pronounced them clean 
(John 15:3) with the exception of Judas, John 
13:10, 11. He had also declared that their namie 
were written in heaven. Luke 10:20. Then He 
had breathed on them the Holy Spirit power afte 
His resurrection. John 20:22. And yet they wét 
commanded to tarry to receive the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit. Luke 24:49. They had received th 
Holy Spirit already, but they yet needed the bap’ 
tism in the Holy Spirit. Andrew Murray says: 





"A, B, Simpson D.D.. Th ly Spirit. or Power From 
High, Vol, Il (Christie, pet on New YO: 
[1924] ), p. 21. (Christian Alliance Publishing Co. 
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To the disciples, the baptism of the Spirit wag 
very distinetly not his first bestowal for regene- 
ration, but the definite communication of hig 
presence In power of their glorified Lord, ,.. Just 
as there was a twofold operation of the one Spirit 
4 the Old and New ‘Testaments, of which the 
state of the disciples before and after Pentecost 
was the striking illustration, so there may be, and 
in the majority of Christians is, a corresponding 
difference of experience. * 


THE SAMARITAN CONVERTS’ RELATION 
TO THE SPIRIT 


The disciples at Samaria received Christ under the 
preaching of Philip: Acts 8:5-13. There was great 
joy in that city. ‘“They believed Philip preaching the 
things concerning the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, and were baptized both men 
and women."’ v.12. Without any doubt, the Holy 
Spirit was present in the ministry of Philip. He was 
@ man that was himself full of the Holy Spirit as_ 
declared in Acts 6:3,5. His converts had been won 
and their regeneration had been effected by the Holy | 
Spirit, for there was no other way. 


They Later Received the H oly Spirit 


Acts 8:14-17 reads as follows: ‘Now when the 
@postles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria 


ers 


*Andrew Murra ee e ° Co, 
urray, T hrist (Nisbet & 
London, 1888), Aged a Spirit of Christ ( 
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rd of God, they sent unto + 

_ aoe ho when they were Come ‘on 
— + foe them that they might receive the Hol; 
_ +: (for as yet he was fallen upon none 0 
SOT als they were baptized in the name of th, 
Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Ghost. It was the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit which the Samaritay 
disciples needed and which the apostles at Jerusalem 
hastened to impart unto them. The Holy Spirit 
had worked within their hearts and was present 
there as the Spirit of Christ, but “‘as yet he was 
fallen upon none of them.” 


This Experience More Wonderful Than the 
Miracles | 


The power of the Holy Spirit coming upon them 
through the hands of Peter and John effected such 
a marvelous result in the lives of these disciples th 
Simon offered money that this power which Petet 
and John had might be given to him. He had ” 
offered to buy Philip’s evangelistic zeal, nor Philip” 
gifts of healing, miracles, and faith. But the might) 
baptism of the Holy Spirit which came up 
Samaritan disciples was to his mind more ee 
ular and wonderful. This explains his offer °° {0 
this power and his neglect to offer to buy the prev it? 
working of the Holy Spirit. All of this js deft? 
Proof that there was a difference between isi! 


Vv , . +e : 
*rsion of the Samaritan disciples and thelt ©)" ape 


in the Holy Spirit, also that this baptism ™ 
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Holy Spirit was a most powerful and convincing 
experience. 


PAUL'S RELATION TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 


When Paul heard the voice and saw the light from 
heaven, brighter than the light of the midday sun, 
he said, ““Who art thou, Lord?” and ‘Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?’’ He called Jesus ‘Lord.’ 
In the statement of 1 Cor. 12:3, he could not have 
done this but by the Holy Spirit. This was the 
moment of his conversion. He acknowledged Him as 
Lord and surrendered his life completely to his 
Lord’s direction. Upon his arrival at Damascus, 
Ananias was sent to him and addressed him as 
“Brother Saul.”” He was indeed a brother, for he had 
been converted on the way to Damascus. Ananias 
laid hands upon him that he might receive his 
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. Thus 
three days intervened between his conversion and his 
being filled with the Spirit. 


THE EPHESIAN DISCIPLES’ RELATION TO 
THE SPIRIT 


In the 19th chapter of Acts, we have the record 
of the disciples at Ephesus who had been baptized 
unto the baptism of John and who were asked by 
Paul if they had received the Holy Spirit since, 
or when, they believed. Both the main verb in this 
Sentence and the participial form properly translated 

When you believed’ are in the Greek aorist tense 


Which indicate action in past time. The participle 
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Oulq 


na ad i cee m 


{vation. But what is the significange el 
? If all disciples receive this eXperieng 


of the Holy Spirit when they believe, why qi 
Paul ask these disciples if they had done so? Hi, 
very question implies that it is possible to beliey. 


without receiving the fullness of the Holy Spitit 


In the words of A. J. Gordon, ‘This passage (Acts _ 
19:2) seems decisive as showing that one may 
be a disciple without having entered into possession — 


991 


of the Spirit as God’s gift to believers. 


The same distinction is made in Eph. 1:13, — 


referring to the experience recorded in Acts 19. 


They Believe and Then Receive the Spirit 


After having explained to them concerning Christ 


they were baptized again, this time not unto John’ 
baptism but unto Christ’s. After they accepted Christ 
and were baptized in His name, Paul laid his hands 
upon them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, - 
they spoke with tongues and prophesied. Sunt 
no one would claim that one should be baptized 7” 
water before conversion. Thus the Ephesian disci? 
were converted to Christ, then baptized 1n yeast 
and then received the Holy Spirit. This whole p% 


RD  -veet 2 Ce Een 


"A, J. Gordon, The Ministry of the Spi (It 
Revell Company, New York [c, 1894] ), pane 7}: 
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very clearly sets forth the difference between be- 
lieving in Christ and receiving the Holy Spirit with 
prophesying. 


RELATION OF THE CONVERTS ON THE 
DAY OF PENTECOST TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 


When Peter preached on the day of Pentecost, he 
‘nstructed his audience to repent and be baptized, 
saying that they then would receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit had pricked their 
hearts. At their repentance He would baptize them 
into the Body of Christ. Then they would take a 
public stand for Christ by being baptized in water 
in His name. Following that, they would receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. Referring to Acts 2:38, 
Rev. A. J. Gordon says: ‘“This passage shows logic- 
ally and chronologically the gift of the Spirit iS 
subsequent to repentance.’”* 


William Kelley says: 

Therefore it is evident that the reception of 
the Holy Ghost, as here spoken of, has nothing 
whatever to do with bringing men to believe and 
repent. It is a subsequent operation; it is an 
additional and separate blessing; it is a privilege 
founded on faith already actively working in the 
heart... . I do not mean to deny that the gift of 
the Holy Ghost may be practically on the same 
Occasion, but never in the same moment. The 


ess 


Ibid., p. 69, 
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reason is quite simple too. The gift of the a | 
Ghost is grounded on the fact that we are 2008” 
faith in Christ, believers resting on redemption . 
him. Plainly therefore, it appears that the ; 
of God has already regenerated us.’ 


FEASTS OF PASSOVER AND PENTECOs7 
AS TYPES 

In the establishment of the Feast of Pentecost j, 
the beginning, its date was placed fifty days after 
the Passover and the Feast of the Sheaf of ty, 
First-fruits. Without the Passover, the day of Pente. 
cost could not have been determined or have come 
This is true also of that which these feasts typify, 
First, Christ our Passover; and then, the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. How significant that the jubils- 
tion of Pentecost should come on the Jubilee Day 
following the Passover! 


THE BLOOD AND THE OIL AS TYPES 


Also in the cleansing of the leper, the blood was 
first placed ‘‘upon the tip of the right ear of him 
that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his 
right hand, and upon the great toe of his righ 
foot.’’ And then the oil was put on the places wher 


Pirit 


*William Kelley, Lectures on the New Testament Doc 
of the Holy Spirit, p. 161, as quoted in A. J. Gordon, x 
Ministry of the Spirit, (Fleming H. Revell, New York, 


1894] ), pp. 69, 70. 
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ON 
the blood had been applied. Ley, 1 4:14-] 
oil upon the blood shows that we nae te The 
blood of Jesus applied to our hearts befor ave the 
ceive the Spirit's work in our lives, If thi. i re- 
sents the Spirit's work at conversion wtiar'T 
doubtless does, the type has more to teak eh nH it 
the remnant of the oil that is in the priest’s be a - 
shall pour upon the head of him that is ss he 
cleansed.”” v.18. This typifies the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit which comes at the Baptism in the 
Spirit. } 


THE OIL IN AND UPON THE MEAL OFFER. 
ING AS A TYPE 


In the meal offering of Leviticus 2, the same truth 
is taught. “‘And if the oblation be a meat offer- 
ing baken in a pan, it shall be of fine flour mingled 
with oil. Thou shalt part it in pieces, and pour 
oil thereon: it is a meat-offering.”” vv. 5, 6. Oil in 
the cake (the Holy Spirit at conversion), and oil 
poured upon it (the Holy Spirit at the Baptism). 


1 CORINTHIANS 12:13 


It is claimed by some that this passage declares 
that all who are in the body of Christ are there- 
by, and by the same act, baptized in the Holy Spirit. 
That this conclusion is wrong is shown by the broad- 
based argument of all that has been written above. 
One should compare scripture with scripture 10 = g8 
to get the full, true teaching of the Scripture. 1 
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Scripture-wide teaching that the Holy Spirit bapting 


into the 


Cor. 12: } | 
John MacNeil as follows: 


When Paul dec 
one Spirit are we al 
is speaking of every 
from the dea 


ee ee 


ody of Christ at conversion and that | 
13 refers to this experience is stated by | 


lares in 1 Cor. 12:13, “For by 
| baptized into one body,” he 
believer having been quickened | 
d by the agency of the Holy Ghost, | 


and thus made a member of Christ's mystical 


body. This is the Pauline way of stating the 


being born again of John 3:7.° 


A BETTER EXEGESIS OF THIS PASSAGE — 


11 be- 


To claim that 1 Cor. 12:13 teaches that a ‘ 
to ve 


lievers are baptized in the Holy Spirit seems to ! 
faulty exegesis too. ‘For by one Spirit [literally, © 
one Spirit, ie, in virtue of His operation’] are W" 
all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews 
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and bi 
all been made to drink into one Spirit.” The " 
a statement that by the Spirit we are baptized - 
the body of Christ. As water is the element in” 
which the minister baptizes the candidate, SC f 
Bod y of Christ is the element into which the Her 
Spirit baptizes the believer. This does not refer 
water baptism but to that of which water baptis® s 
a4 symbol. The use of the word “baptize” 7 
connection is unique. Eph. 4:5 reads: : 
edie | 


‘John MacNeil. Syiy; . 
: : »9 pirtt-Fill 
Cambridge Greek Testeneee ée, p. 38. 
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one Lord, one faith, one baptism.”’ Yet the Bible 
mentions at least four baptisms: in water, in the 
Spirit, in the Body of Christ, and in suffering. Only 
one of these (that in water) is physical: the others 
are spiritual; and the word ‘“‘baptism’” in con- 
nection with these other elements is a figure of 
speech. Like as a minister baptizes in water, so the 
Spirit is the Agent (by, “‘en’’) who takes a person 
and baptizes, buries, builds, engrafts (to use differ- 
ent figures) or places him (to be literal) in the 
Body of Christ. This is simply and only a reference 
to what takes place at conversion as described in the 
last chapter. The last clause of 1 Cor. 12:13, ‘‘and 
have all been made to drink into one Spirit,’’ may 
refer to the Baptism in the Spirit. The Corinthians 
had been baptized into the Body of Christ, and 
also into the Holy Spirit. The two clauses of this 
verse, then, speak of two experiences: salvation, 
and the Baptism in the Spirit. 


STATEMENTS BY TORREY, CUMMING, 
AND MURRAY 
Dr. R, A. Torrey sums up his discussion concern- 
ing this matter thus: 

“So it is as clear as language can possibly make 
it, that it is one thing to be born again and some- 
thing further, something additional, to be bap- 
tized with the Holy Spirit. It is clear and un- 
deniable, therefore, that one may be a regenerate 
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1d not as yet have received the Baptism 7. 
Spirit. Let us bow to the clear teach. : 
Word of God even if it does Not 
our preconceived theories.’ , 


man al 
the Holy 
ing of the 
agree with | | 
It seems to me beyond — as a Matter of | 
experience, both of Christians in the present day, 
and of the early church as recorded by inspiration, | 
that in addition to the gift of the Spirit received — 
st conversion, there is another blessing, corres- | 
ponding in its signs and effects to the blessing © 
seceived by the Apostles at Pentecost; a blessing — 
to be asked for and expected by Christians still, 
and to be described in language similar to that 
employed in the book of Acts.° 


To the disciples, the Baptism of the Spirit Was — 
very distinctly not his first bestowal for nai | 
generation, but the definite communication of | 
his presence in power of their glorified Lord. Just ) 
as there was a twofold operation of the one Spit 
in the Old and New Testaments, of which | 
state of the disciples before and after Penteco* 
was the striking illustration, so there may ” | 
and in the majority of Christians is, a correspon 

Seems 


a) ™ Ht | 
Po A. Torrey, The Holy Spirit, Who He Is, Whe int 
‘Cog e 2 4, as quoted in Elmer C, Miller, Pentecost B¥0"'49 
“zospel Publishing House, Springfield, Mo. [c. 1936] )» * pitt | 
a Elder Cumming, D.D., Through the Eternal °F 
(London: Drummond Tract Depot, 1937), p. 83. 
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ing difference of experience. . . . When once the 
distinct recognition of what the indwelling of 
the Spirit was meant to bring is brought home 
to the soul, . . . the believer may ask and ex- 
pect what may be termed a baptism of the Spirit. 
Praying to the Father, ... he may receive such 
an inflow of the Holy Spirit as shall consciously 
lift him to a different level from the one on which 
he had hitherto lived. ... The desire is growing 
among God’s people to have nothing less than 
what God meant by His promise of a baptism 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire.* 


SUMMARY AND CONFIRMATION 


By way of summary, there are six Scriptural 
examples of the difference between salvation by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and the Baptism in 
the Spirit: Christ, His disciples, the Samaritans, Paul, 
the Ephesians, and the converts on the day of Pente- 
cost. There are three Old Testament pictures of 
this distinction: the Feasts of Passover and Pente- 
cost, the cleansing of the leper, and the meal offering. 
It is confirmed by the two clauses of 1 Cor. 12:13; 
by John 14:17 (the Comforter, “whom the world 
fannot receive’); by Acts 19:2 (‘‘Have ye tre- 
ceived the Holy Ghost since (or when) ye believ- 
ed?”’); and by Eph. 1:13 (‘after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise’’). 


ee 
“Andrew Murra ae ° ‘ & Co. Lon- 
| y, The Spirit of Christ (Nisbet 
“on [c. 1888] ), pp. 323-325, 
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the Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit, Distinctive Names 
and Description 


SALVATION DESCRIBED BY DIFFERENT 
TERMS 


“UU 

[ HE initial experience of 
salvation is described in the Bible by different 
terms. ‘“Ye must be born again.” John 3:3. “Except 
ye be converted.’’ Matt. 18:3. “‘He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved.’’ Mark 16:16. "I : 
any man hear my voice and open the door, I wil 
come in to him.” Rev. 3:21. The new birth : 
conversion, salvation, and letting Jesus come 10 — 
our heart, all mean the same thing and refe 
that wonderful experience which we have when we 
first get right with God. | 
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PIRIT’S COMING LIKEWISE 
DESCRIBED 


In like manner that glorious experience which js 
subsequent to salvation and distinct from the initial 
contact with God is also referred to and described by 
many names in the Holy Scripture. “Ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.”’ 
Acts 1:5. “They were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost.” Acts 2:4. “Ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost.”’ Acts 2:38. ‘The Holy Ghost fell on 
them.” Acts 10:44. “He which hath anointed us 
is God, who hath also sealed us and given us the 
earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.”” 2 Cor. 1:21-22. 
Thus we have seven distinct terms which are used 
in connection with this glorious experience which 
is promised to believers subsequent to salvation. 


DIFFERENT TERMS FOR ONE EXPERIENCE 


It must not be considered that these different 
terms refer to different experiences. When John 
Baptist and Jesus referred to the advent of the Spirit 
2s being baptized in the Spirit (Matt. 3:11; Acts 
1:5), their reference was to the day of Pentecost 
When “they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.” 
Acts 2:4. When the Holy Ghost fell on the house- 
hold of Cornelius, “as on us at the beginning, 
Peter remembered “‘the word of the Lord, how that 
he said, . . . Ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost.” Acts 11:15, 16. The Holy Spirit had 
not fallen on the converts at Samaria until Peter 


THE § 
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and John prayed for them and they received the 
Holy Ghost. Acts 8:16, 17. Thus baptize, Fill 
fall on, and receive are synonymous terms referring 
to one and the same experience. But there is a Signif. 
‘ance in using the different terms, as we shall See. 


RECEIVING THE SPIRIT 
Notice first of all the expression, “‘receiving tp, 
gift of the Holy Ghost.” This phrase occurs eleven 
times in the New Testament. It was used by Peter op 
the day of Pentecost in his assurance to his audience 
that they too might receive the same wonderful ex. 
perience which the 120 disciples had just received 
In the 8th chapter of Acts it is recorded that Peter 
and John came down to Samaria and prayed for 
them that they might receive the Holy Ghost. “Then 
laid they their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Ghost. And when Simon saw that through 
the laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost 
Was given, he offered them money, saying, Give me 
also this power that on whomsoever I lay hands he 
may receive the Holy Ghost.” Paul asked the Ephe- 
sians, “Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye 
believed?” Acts 19:2, All of these scriptures em- 
Phasize the fact that this glorious experience is 3 
gift from Heaven and is to be had by simple recetv- 
mg On our part. Paul said in Gal. 3:14, “that we 
retsedicnan the promise of the Spirit through 
hive Ph A works of righteousness which v 
b dewanc ran y our Own holiness or merit; not 4 
t any fasting and prayer; not as paymen! 
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to us in any way whatsoever: but 
His infinite grace and love. He is 6 
without money and without price. 
our hand of faith, | 


as a sheer gift of 
ffered to us freely 
We merely extend 
ay hold on Him, appropriate 


Him, and receive Him as our Own. 


FALLING ON THEM 


In Peter's sermon he referred to the experience 


which they had just received as that which the Lord 


Jesus had received of the Father and had shed forth 


upon them. In the Samaritan experience, the Holy 
Record reads: “‘for as yet He was fallen upon none 


of them.’””’ Down at Cornelins’ household, ‘‘while 


Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell 


on all them which heard the word.” Acts 10:44. 


Again at Ephesus, ‘“‘when Paul had laid his hands 
upon them the Holy Ghost came upon them.”’ Acts 


19:6. Such expressions indicate a descent of the 
Holy Ghost from heaven. They occur ten times in 
all. He comes as a mighty torrent, being poured 


Out upon waiting believers, He falls upon them. He 


—————~ 


— 


Some He settles 
- SWeetly and 


 fOming and many 


comes upon them as dew from on high. How de- 
Scriptive and realistic these terms are! How graphic- 
ally they described this wonderful experience! Upon 
down as heavenly dew, and they 
quietly speak forth in other tongues. 
his is the refreshing wherewith He will cause the 
Weary to rest, Isa. 28:11, 12. Upon others He falls 
a if the very sky were coming down upon them. 

©Y are overwhelmed with the impact of His 
times fall prostrate under His 
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power. This is all indicated by the terms which ‘. 
used to describe His descent upon them. It j, ,° 
real and true to experience. 


THE FIGURE OF BAPTISM 


John the Baptist said, ‘I indeed baptize yoy With 
water. But one mightier than I cometh, the latchet 
of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose; }, 
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and With 
fire.” Luke 3:16. This figure of baptism is used six 
times in the New Testament with reference to 

_ this additional experience. When a minister baptizes 
in water, he takes the candidate and submerges him 
completely out of sight under the water. There must 


Very 


be a perfect yieldedness on the part of the candidate |. 


for baptism. Co-operation by active participation 
does not assist, but rather hinders the one who is 
baptizing. There must be complete relaxation and 
surrender into the control of the individual who 's 
baptizing. Baptism is submersion and js not complete 
until every portion of the body of the one baptized 
is completely out of sight under the water. He 
then raised up and comes out of the water, literal! 
drenched and dripping with the element in which » 
was baptized. He emerges, as one who has be 


baptized, having entered once for all into this 1 
State. | 


The Figure Applied, 


All of this is accurate] 


ture of the experience appropriately called the 
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tism with the Holy Opirit, Jesus is the Minister 
who officiates at this baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
We present our whole being to Him. Body, soul, and 
spirit must be yielded. Our physical bodies must 
‘be pliable under His power. The tongue is the most 
unruly of the human members, and the complete 
abandonment of that tongue to the control of the 
Holy Spirit indicates that the entire being is sur- 
rendered unto Him. Thus yielded to our Christ, 
we are taken into His wonderful charge and sub- 
merged into the great Spiritual Element which is 
none other than the actual Person of the Holy Spirit. 
This baptism is not complete until every part of 
one’s spirit is saturated and permeated by the blessed 
Holy Spirit. We come forth, having been baptized in 
the Spirit, living now continually in this new state. 


Almost Baptized. 


There are many spiritual experiences which ap- 
proximate the baptism in the Holy Spirit. As Eze- 
kiel’s river was first ankle deep, then knee deep, then 
loin deep, and finally waters to swim in; so there 
pre Various degrees to which one can ‘‘wade out’ 
into the blessed Holy Spirit. Utter and complete 
baptism jn the Holy Spirit, however, is reached only 
When there is a perfect yielding of the entire be- 
'N8 to Him and one’s tongue is surrendered to the 
rontrol of the blessed Holy Spirit. As one passes 
into this experience, he becomes drenched and drip- 
Ping with the power of Almighty God. How very 


[ 67 ] 


Scanned with CamScanner 





THE SPIRIT HIMsgyp 


accurate is this description of the Holy Spirit’s com. 
ing conveyed to us by the figure of baptism! 


The Figure of Baptism in a Cloud. 


This figure of water baptism can be amplified 
somewhat and still remain in Scriptural bounds, Pay 
said (1 Cor. 10:1,2) that “‘all our fathers were 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and 
were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in 
the sea.”’ This was typical of the experience which 
children of God have today. They escape from Egypt 
(the world) by virtue of Christ our Passover be- 
ing sacrificed for them (1 Cor. 5:7); then they 
pass through the waters of baptism (Mark 16:16), 
typified by the waters of the Red Sea. What does be- 
ing “baptized in the cloud’’ typify? We answer, the 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit. That cloud was the 
Shekinah glory of Almighty God. It was a cloud 
by day and a pillar of fire by night. It not only 
represented God but it was God in His continuous 
Presence. ““And the Lord went before them by 
day in a pillar of a cloud to lead them the way’ 
ap be Ba ina pillar of fire to give them light: 

y day and night.” Ex. 13:21. He hung low 
Over His people and they literally walked in that 
cloud, being surrounded by God Himself. This w45 
a continuing experience for them through their e2” 
tire wilderness journey. Num. 9:15-23. 





This Figure Applied. 


This figure of baptism into a cloud, which is 


- o-* 
—_ —" 7 eee 
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| 4 continuing in the element into which we have been 
baptized, is an appropriate picture of the Baptism 
‘, the Holy Spirit. We do not go into and then 
quickly out of, as in water baptism, but we go into 

and remain in, as in a heavenly cloud. By this ex- 
perience we enter into the Holy Spirit and live on 
and walk on with the Shekinah glory of God sur- 
rounding us. This glorious Presence proceeds onward 
and we proceed with Him. We remain enveloped in 
this cloud, continually walking on with God. This 
element in which we remain baptized is a Spirit 
Person, a Divine Person, the Third Person in the 
| Holy Trinity. We are actually in the Spirit. ‘“Ye are 
_ not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the 
_ Spirit of God dwell in you.” Rom. 8:9. “Tf we live 
_ tn the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.’’ Gal. 
_ 5:25. It is a state of being in constant contact with 
| and enveloped by this Person now and forevermore. 
| 





FILLED 


In describing this experience, the Divine Author 

_ also uses the expression, “they were all filled with 
| the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:4. This represents not 
| merely a receiving of the Spirit or a being baptized 
| into Him but a condition and a state of becoming 
filled and remaining filled with this Divine Power. 
Peter was still filled with the Holy Spirit as he 
made his defense before the Sanhedrin. Acts 4:8. 
® deacons who were chosen were men full of the 
Oly Spirit. Acts 6:3,5. Stephen in his martyrdom 
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was likewise full of the Holy Spirit. Acts 7:55. Pay 
was not only filled with the Holy Spirit by th, 
laying on of the hands of Ananias at Damascus, by; 
he remained full of the Holy Spirit in his missionary 
ministry. Acts 13:9. This is also a true description 
of this experience into which the Lord would bring 
us subsequent to original conversion. 
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CHAPTER IX 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
Symbols Pescribing Jt 
ANOINTING 


wG 
[ HE baptism in the Holy 
Spirit is sometimes referred to as an anointing. 2 
Cor. 1:21; 1 John 2:27; Acts 10:38. To the 
Jewish mind and to one familiar with Old Testa- 
Ment practice, an anointing represents a divine dedi- | 
cation and a consecration to a holy office. As Aaron 
and his sons were inducted into the priesthood, a 
holy ointment was prepared and used for their 
anointing. This anointing was their consecration into 
_ the priest’s office, Ex. 30:30; Lev. 8:12. As choice 
was to be made in Israel of the first king, God in- 
_— Samuel, who found Saul, took a vial of 
mode poured it over his head. 1 Sam. 10:1 A few 
i. — as Saul was rejected and David was chosen 
es r Successor, Samuel took the horn of oil and 
‘d him in the midst of his brethren, and the 
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Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that da 
forward.”’ 1 Sam. 16:13. As Elijah approached the 
hour of the conclusion of his ministry, he was ip. 
structed by the Lord to anoint Elisha, the son of 
Shaphat, to be his successor. 1 Kings 19:16. From 
these Scriptures we see that prophet, priest, and king 
were all anointed as an official indication of thei 


choice and dedication to their respective offices. 
Jesus’ Anointing. 


As Jesus, the great antitype of prophet, priest 
and king, stood up to preach in Nazareth, He said, 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath 
anointed me,” etc. Luke 4:18. The anointing which 
came upon our Great Head was “‘like the precious 
ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the 
beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the 
skirts of his garments.”’ Psa. 133:2. The anointing 
which came on Christ flows down to the remotest 
member of His body who will accept the precious 
ointment. 


Our Anointing. 


They who receive this joyous experience should 
realize that they have been consecrated and — 
by the Almighty God Himself to distinctive off! 
and ministry. As prophets we are anointed to preé : 
teach, and tell the good news. As priests we 
anointed to make intercession for all men. As yr 
we are anointed to reign in life now and to 7 , 
the throne with Jesus Christ our Lord. Truly 
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great anointing with the Holy § 
significant experience. 


SEALING 


To be sealed with the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 1322; 

Eph. 1:13; and 4:30) is to have Him come upon us 
in the capacity of shutting us in with God. He 
constitutes a seal between us and the world. As the 
housewife seals her canned fruit that outside air 
may not penetrate and it remains Preserved as long 
as the seal is not broken, so our lives are covered 
over with the Holy Spirit seal to keep out the evil 
influences of this impure world. As long as this 
seal remains unbroken, we are preserved blameless 
in spirit, soul, and body unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thess. 5:23. When Jesus was 
buried, the chief priests made the sepulchre sure, 
sealing the stone, and setting a watch. Matt. 27:66. 
This was doubtless the seal of the government and 
indicated its authority. To tamper with that seal was 
an attack on the government itself. The seal of 
-~Official documents today carries the authority of 
the institution issuing the document. From this we 
gather that he who touches us attacks the great 
government which has endorsed us. Also a seal or 
a brand is often stamped upon an article or upon 
Cattle to indicate certain ownership. 


Christ’s Sealing and Ours. 


Jesus, our Head and Example, was sealed by God 
the Father. John 6:27. 


Pirit is a most 
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If we can learn aright how Christ was sealeg 
we shall learn how we are sealed. The sealing of 
Christ by the Father is the communication of th 
Holy Spirit in fullness to Him, authorizing Hin 
unto and acting His divine power in all the act 
and duties of His office, so as to evidence the 
presence of God with Him and approbation of 
Him. God’s sealing of believers then is His grac- 
ious communication of the Holy Spirit unto them 
so as to act His divine power in them as to enable 
them unto all the duties of their holy calling, evi- 
dencing them to be accepted with Him both for 
themselves and others, and asserting their preser- 
vation unto eternal life.* 


“The foundation of God standeth sure, having 
this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are His: and 
let every one that nameth the name of Christ de- 
part from iniquity.” 2 Tim. 2:19. Here both ideas 
of ownership and preservation from evil are 1 
dicated by the seal. The duration of this seal 1s until 
the day of redemption. Eph. 4:30. Thereafter His 
protection will not be needed, since we will be ™ 
the presence of God Himself, removed from 3 
danger of corruption and attack. 


AN EARNEST : 
Three times in the New Testament (2 Cor. 1:24 


e« * 6, 
‘John Owen, D.D., Discourse Concerning the Spirit, PP 
407, as quoted in A. J. Gordon, The Ministry of the 


(Fleming H. Revell, New York 1894), p. 82 
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5:5: and Eph. 1:14), it is stated that the experience 
of the Holy Spirit coming upon us is the earnest of 
our inheritance. This is a reference to the Old Testa- 
ment practice of receiving a very small portion of 
that which has been purchased or promised as a token 
and pledge that the full purchase will be delivered in 
due time. By this means it is indicated to us that this 
glorious experience, which we usually call the Bap- 
tism in the Holy Spirit, is but a sample and a fore- 
taste of that effulgence of glory which will be ours 
at the coming of our Lord. 


OTHER SYMBOLS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


In addition to oil, a seal, and an earnest, there 
are a few other symbols which are used with refer- 
ence to the Holy Spirit. It is not specifically record- 
ed that they have to do with the operation of the 
Holy Spirit as He comes in fullness upon the be- 
lever, but they are symbols of the Person of the 
Holy Spirit in whatever capacity He manifests Him- 
self upon earth. But since they represent characteris- 
tics of the Holy Spirit, we may expect them to 
be most manifest when the believer is baptized with 
the Holy Spirit. 


Fire, 

I One of these symbols is fire. The children of 
a Were preceded through the wilderness by a 
nat of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 


nt hae 22. John the Baptist said, ‘‘He shall 
puze you with the Holy Ghost and with fire. . . - 
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He will thoroughly purge his floor and... . burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.’ Matt. 3:1] 
12; Luke 3:16, 17. On the day of Pentecost tea, 
gues like as of fire sat upon each of them. Acts 2:3, 
Our God is a consuming fire. Heb. 12:29. Noth- 
ing less than fire can picture to us the consuming 
holiness of our God. All dross and impurities are 
burned out by His purging presence, and the sou 
is set afire with a flaming zeal and burning passion 
for God and His service. Also the fire of persecution 
awaits those who yield themselves to this baptism. 
Christ was driven immediately into the wilderness 
to be tempted of the devil. The apostles shortly after 
Pentecost were thrown into prison. And today the 
reproach of Pentecost is still a fire that burns. But 


why should we fear the fire when He will be with 
us in the flame? 


Wind. 


Jesus said to Nicodemus, “‘the wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thet? 
of, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth: so is everyone that is born of the Spirit. 
John 3:8. The very word “‘pneuma” which, as " 
refers to the Holy Spirit, is translated ‘‘spirit, » 
in reality the ordinary Greek word for ‘wind’ % 
“air.”’ Jehovah breathed upon Adam and he ber 
came a living soul. Christ breathed upon His “* 
ciples and said, “‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” Jobs 
20:22. The Spirit was His very breath or life. - 
the day of Pentecost there came a sound from Heav! 
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as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting; and they were all 
ciled with the Holy Ghost. The Holy Spirit is 
around us constantly and is everywhere, as the very 
air we breathe. He is our very life in God. When the 
air moves, a delightful breeze is the result. When 
the Holy Spirit moves specially, as He did upon the 
prophets of old, He is represented as a wind. He 
comes aS a great torrent of air and fills waiting be- 
lievers. 


Water. 


To the woman at the Samaritan well, Jesus used 
the figure of water. ‘‘But whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but 
the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well 
of water springing up into everlasting life.’’ ‘God 
is a Spirit and they that worship Him must wor- 
ship him in Spirit and in truth.”” John 4:14, 24. 
On the last day of the feast, He cried, “If any man 
thirst, let him come unto Me and drink. He that 
believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of 
his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this 
spake He of the Spirit.” John 7:37-39. ‘‘For I will 
pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground; I will pour my spirit upon 
thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring.” 
Isa. 44:3, Water is absolutely essential to all physt- 
cal life. Water washes, and so does the Holy 
Spirit. It refreshes, and so does He. The Holy Spirit 
iS represented in the eternal state as the River of 
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Life that flows out from under the throne 
and of the Lamb, the Life of the heavenly cit 
the River of Life now to thirsty souls. 


Of Gog 
y. He 15 


Rain and Dew. 


As He is distilled from heaven, He is likened unto 
rain and dew. ‘‘He shall come down like rain upon 
the mown grass.’’ Ps, 72:6. ‘“‘As the dew of Her. 
mon, and as the dew that descended upon the 
mountains of Zion.’’ Ps. 133:3. “He shall come unto 
us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 
earth."’ Hosea 6:3. “I will be as the dew unto 
Israel.”” Hosea 14:5. “For with stammering lips and 
another tongue will he speak unto this people. To 
whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may 
cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing.” 


Isa. 28:11, 12. How gently and refreshingly He 


descends upon the soul, and how life-giving is His 
coming! 


Dove. 


John saw the Hol 
and remaining y 
tle, pure, 
is easily 


y Spirit like a dove descending 
pon Him. John 1:32. Tender, gen: 
and harmless. Like a dove, the Holy Spit 
frightened or grieved. And as the dove i 
a universal symbol of peace, so the Holy Spirit ' 
God’s agent to bring peace to the human heart. A 
very fitting simile for the blessed Holy Spirit. 
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CHAPTER X 
The Baptism it the Holy 
Spiti t—9ts Nature and 


Imp ortance 


HE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Fr ROM the evidence present- 
éd in preceding chapters, we are noW prepared to eo 
sent a definition and description of the Baptism 1n 
the Holy Spirit which will set forth its nature and 
its importance, 

This experience marks the coming of the Holy 
Spirit into one’s life as a Person in His own name 
and right. As the Spirit of Christ, He had come at 
“ONVersion, imparting the Christ-life, revealing 
christ, and making Him real. At the Baptism in the 
Spirit, He Himself in His own person comes upon 
_ fills the waiting believer. ‘This experience 1s 
*S distinct from conversion as the Holy Spirit 's 
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distinct from Christ. His coming to the believe, at 
the Baptism is the coming of the Third Person of the 
Trinity, in addition to the coming of Christ, whig, 
takes place at conversion. This is a part of “4, 
great salvation’’ and is God's definite gift offereg 
to men. Why accept only part of that which God ha, 
provided and promised? 


THE COMING OF POWER FROM ON HIGH 

This Baptism in the Spirit is the fulfillment of 
the promise of the Father which endues men with 
power from on high. Luke 24:49. This is the sine 
qua non of Christian service. They were not to de- 
part out of Jerusalem until they had received this 
experience. As glorious as was the good news of 
salvation just wrought by the substitutionary death 
of Christ on the cross and as urgent as was the 
need of the proclamation of that Gospel, yet they 
were not even to attempt preaching one sermon oF 
give one testimony until they received this power 
with which to preach and to testify. ‘“Ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me.”’ Acts 1:8. Powet 
first, and then witnessing. ‘Power to witness” is 
this mighty Baptism in the Spirit. Why should we 
presume today to go out and work without His 
strength? to go out to witness without this power! 
Dr. Jonathan Goforth, that truly great missionaty 


of the Canadian Presbyterian Church, wrote * 
follows: 
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The Lord Himself met and foiled Satan after 
rest being filled with the Spirit. And no child 
of God has ever been victorious over the adver- 
sary unless empowered from the same source, Our 
Lord did not permit His chosen followers to wit- 
ness a word in His name until endued with power 
from on high. It is true that before that day they 
were the ‘born-again’ children of the Father and 
had the witness of the Spirit. But they were not 
the Lord’s efficient co-workers and never could 
be until Spirit-filled. This divine empowering is 
for us as for them. We, too, may do the works 
which our Lord did, yea, and the greater works.’ 


THE COMING OF OUR HEAD AND LEADER 


Without Christ, His disciples were as orphans. 
John 14:18. Without the Holy Spirit, we are as 
orphans. He is our ordained Head and Leader. “‘It 
seemeth good to the Holy Ghost, and to us.’’ Acts 
15:28. “The Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called 
them.”” Acts 13:2. ‘“They were forbidden of the 
Holy Ghost to preach the Word in Asia.”’ Acts 16:6. 
He was, and was ever meant to be, the Personal 
Leader and Commander of the Church. How can 


we live and function effectively without our God- 
rs 

& Jonathan Goforth, By My Spirit, p. 12, as quoted by Elmer 
+ Miller, P entecost Examined (Gospel Publishing House, 


“pringfield, Mo., 1936), p. 43. 
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appointed Head and Leader? How Cusrupting and | 
defeating to the plan and the purpose o God if 
we do not co-operate at the outset of our Christiay 
experience by receiving the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit Baptism! | 
THE COMING OF DIVINE EQUIPMENT | 
Jesus began His ministry and His miracles after 
He was baptized in the Holy Spirit. Acts 10:38. | 
Peter was a transformed man on the day of Pente- 
cost. The gifts of God now rested upon him and the | 
other disciples. Tongues, prophecy, healing, faith, — 
miracles, and great boldness and wisdom with which 
to preach His word were their daily equipment and | 
power. As the varied implements of modern warfare — 
were powerful in. the hands of trained soldiers and — 
enabled them to conquer in battle, so God has all this 
equipment in the Holy Spirit for His warriors. | 
“Wherefore put on the whole armor of God, that 
ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the i 
devil."” Eph. 6:11. Why neglect this splendid, ef- | 
fective equipment which God has provided, and 


rush headlong as unprepared, unarmed troops in! | 
battle? 


__ATS IMPORTANCE 


4 The Importance and need of our receiving . 
Baptism in the Spirit shortly after conversion 
shown by the following: 


1. God has provided it. 
2. Jesus Himself received it. } 
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3. He commanded His disciples not to proceed 
without it. 

4 All His disciples did receive it, as well as His 
mother and His brethren. 


5. It effected the conversion of 3,000 on the day 
of Pentecost. 


6. It enabled the apostles to fill Jerusalem with 
their doctrine. 


“~] 


. It enabled them to perform supernatural signs 
and wonders. 


8. It enabled them to carry the Gospel to every 
creature of their generation. Col. 1:23. 


9. They were careful to lead their converts into 
the same place of power. Acts 8:14, 15, etc. 


10. Christ commands all believers to be filled with 
the Spirit. Matt. 28:20; Eph. 5:18. 


For these reasons, we declare, no Christian should 
neglect to receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
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he Baptism in the Holy 


Spirit, the Initial Ph udical 
Svidence 
NEED FOR AN EVIDENCE 





» | 
7 [ HE fruits and results of 
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit have been described in 


the previous chapter. A life of intimacy with God 
and a walk of power in the Spirit are the best proofs 
that one is filled with the Holy Spirit. The matter 
which is before us now is the consideration of the 
initial experience of receiving the Baptism and that 
outward physical sign which is the evidence of this 
experience. The Spirit-filled realm and life is %° 
exceedingly important for the Christian that God 
has arranged it so that one can know very definitely 
Whether or not he has entered into this experient: 
There is no mere ‘‘hope so”’ or need of being decei¥® 
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_. ghe matter, for God has given a physical and an 
gible proof of one’s having received the Baptism in 
a 


the Holy Spirit. 


oPHECY THE EVIDENCE BEFORE 
PENTECOST 


Before the day of Pentecost, the people of God 
constituted a nation. Ihe door was open to others 
to join that nation, but anyone seeking salvation 
would have to become circumcised and thus be- 
come a Jew. In the words of Christ, “‘salvation is 
of the Jews.”” John 4:22. Of course this nation 
had its language, and one language was sufficient 
then in which to converse with God’s people. Thus 
it happened that when men received the mighty 
anointing from on high, that experience was evi- 
denced by prophecy. Prophecy is speaking one’s own 
language in the power of the Spirit. 


INSTANCES OF PROPHECY 


When the seventy elders received of the spirit of 
Moses they prophesied. Numbers 11:25. When the 
Holy Spirit came upon Saul, the first king of Israel, 
he prophesied. 1 Samuel 10:10. Hence the proverb, 
“Is Saul also among the prophets?’”’ The prophets, 
among whom he was, themselves prophesied. 1 
Samuel 10:5; 19:20. When the Holy Spirit came 
"Pon prophets of old, they “spake as they were mov- 
td by the Holy Ghost.’’ 2 Peter 1:21. Joel prophesied 
that the time would come when God would pour 
Cut His Spirit upon all flesh, and they would proph- 


PR 
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esy. Joel 2:28, 29. When Elisabeth and 7, 
the parents of John the Baptist, were filleg 
Holy Spirit they, too, prophesied wonderf 
in the Spirit. Luke 1:41, 42, 67. Thus w 
prophecy was the evidence or sign of the receptig 
of the Holy Spirit’s power before the day of Penty 
cost. 


TONGUES THE EVIDENCE AT PENTECosr 


ul Word, 


Charia, : 
With the 


© See tha 


Now at the beginning of the church dispensation — 


the field of operation for gospel ministry was widen. 


ed to include all nations. Jesus had said, “Go into — 


all the world and preach the Gospel.” “Go ye there 


fore and teach all nations.”’ Ihe power of the Holy — 


Ghost was to enable them to witness both at 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth. The disciples were instructed to walt’ 


until they received power from on high before be- 


ginning this world-wide ministry. It was very fit- 
ting then that instead of the mother tongue in proph 
ecy being used as an evidence of the reception of 
the Holy Ghost, in the church dispensation 
should come a divine power which could 
them to speak in other tongues, many and varie" 
On the day of Pentecost there were 4 20 dt 
different nationalities present. Among Me hos nd 
ciples who were all filled with the Holy 

spoke in other tongues, 
spoken and understood 
were present. ‘‘How hear w e 
tongue wherein we were born? 


by these nationals ; 
e every man 10 sacs 


Acts 2:8. 
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TONGUES ARE CONTINUATION OF 
PROPHECY AS EVIDENCE 


This speaking in other tongues then became the 
sign and evidence that the Holy Spirit had descended 
upon New ‘Testament Christians. As a matter of 
fact, Peter considered that this speaking in other 
tongues was in reality prophesying. He said, ‘‘This 
is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel. And 
it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, 
I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 
your young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams, and on my servants and on my 
handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my 
Spirit; and they shall prophesy.’’ Acts 2:16-18. In 
reality, we are told in 1 Cor. 14:5 that tongues and 
interpretation are the equivalent of prophecy. As 
prophecy was the evidence of the baptism when the 
church or people of God was national, so tongues is 
the evidence while the church is international. 


THE EVIDENCE AT CORNELIUS’ 
HOUSEHOLD 


Confirmation of this conclusion is found in the 
experience of the Gentiles that had gathered to- 
gether at Cornelius’ household. ‘While Peter yet 
spake unto them the Holy Ghost fell on all them 
that heard the Word, and they of the circumcision 
Which believed were astonished, as many as came 
With Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was 
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poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. f 

heard them speak with tongues and magnif Of they 
Acts 10:44-46. This was the introductio 7 od 
Holy Spirit experience to the Gentiles, 4 
troduction was evidenced in the very sa 


Was its coming upon the Jews on the da 
cost. 


N of thi, 
Nd its tn | 
me wa 

Y Of Pente. 


THE EVIDENCE IN THE EXPERIENCE o; 


PAUL, THE EPHESIANS AND Tye 
CORINTHIANS _ 


It cannot be said that this evidence of tongues was 
manifest only at the initial outpouring of the Spirit 
upon the Jews and the Gentiles. Paul was a Jew 
and was filled with the Holy Spirit and said, “I 
thank my God I speak with tongues more than 72 
all."’ 1 Cor. 14:18. The Gentiles at Ephesus likewix 
received the Holy Spirit and “spake with tongues 
and prophesied.’’ Acts 19:6. The Gentiles at Corint® 
also received this same experience with the speakix3 
in other tongues, for the 12th, 13th and 14° 
chapters of First Corinthians reveal this fact. 


TONGUES THE EVIDENCE TODAY | 
It is thus manifest that the initial physical i 
dence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is the nar 
ing in other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance 
the day of Pentecost “they were all filled with - 
Holy Ghost and began to speak with other tong” 
as the Spirit gave utterance.’ At Cornelius of 
hold, ‘‘the Holy Ghost fell on all them that heat 
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word; for they heard them speak with tongues.” At 
_ Ephesus, the grammatical inference is that all twelve 
men who received the Spirit spoke with tongues and 
prophesied. Therefore, all who receive the Baptism in 
the Spirit today also speak with tongues. 
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CHAPTER Xll 
The Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit, Available for US Toda 


} N this chapter we shall 
seek to show that the Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
is available for all Christians. In the words of R. A. 
Torrey: 

Nevertheless, the baptism with the Holy Spit 
is the birthright of every believer. It was purchas- 
ed for us by the atoning death of Christ, and 
when He ascended to the right hand of the Father, 
He received the promise of the Father and shed 
Him forth upon the church, and if anyone toda 
has not the baptism with the Holy Spirit 
a personal experience, it is because he has 2 
claimed his birthright. 





'R. A. Torrey, The Perso spin 
n and Work of the Holy 
(Fleming H. Revell, New York [c. 1910] ). Hf 177. 
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Jonathan Goforth also declares: 


The Scriptures convey no other meaning to me 
than that the Lord Jesus planned that the Holy 
Spirit should continue among us in as mighty 
manifestation as at Pentecost. The efficacy of the 
Baptism of the Holy Ghost and of fire dies down 
‘, any soul only when that soul willfully 
quenches it." 


IF OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS, 
WHY NOT WE? 

We have already noted the scriptures which tell 
us concerning Joseph, Moses, Bezaleel, Joshua, the 
seventy elders, Othniel, Gideon, Jephthah, Saul, 
David, Nathan, Gad, Samson, Amasai, Azariah. 
Ezekiel, Daniel, Joel, Hosea, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, 
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Haggai, Zephaniah, 
Zechariah the Second, Malachi, John the Baptist, 
Zacharias, Elisabeth, and Simeon, who were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit. 


. Of most of them it is recorded that they spoke out 
in prophecy under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
These lived under the law, a different dispensation 
from the Christians of apostolic days, and the first 
Named lived about sixteen hundred years previous 
to the day of Pentecost. Is it reasonable to think 
that we, who live in New Testament days, under 
a 

c, Jonathan Goforth, By My Spirit, p 12, as quoted by Elmer 


nulets Pent | 1 Publishing House, 
Prinetield, Mo, 1936), p43. 
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the same dispensation of grace in which the Apostles 
lived, when the Holy Spirit was so generously oy. 
poured and hardly further away in point of time 
than certain ones in Old Testament times who pp. 
ceived this blessing, should not be allowed to p. 
ceive the same Holy Spirit in the same wonderfy} 
way as they? God is no respecter of persons. Ro. 
mans 2:11. Why should we be denied this blessing 
and privilege just because we, by the accident of 
birth, find ourselves living nineteen hundred years 
after the Day of Pentecost? 


PREDICTIONS OF GENERAL OUTPOURING 
INCLUDED ALL 


The prediction concerning the general outpouring 
of the Spirit given by Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and 
Joel, as already cited, all set no restriction or limi- © 
tation upon that outpouring. Upon all flesh: sons 
daughters, old men, young men, servants, hand- 
maidens, Jews, and Gentiles. Why should we, 204 


how can we, exempt ourselves from this unive 
blessing? 


OUTPOURING TO COME IN THESE LAT 
TER DAYS 

Joel specifically declared that this general diffusio 
of the Holy Spirit was to come in the latter 4/' 
(or last days, the meaning of the Hebrew wor 
“acherith,” as shown by the more accurate trans’ 
lation of the passage when quoted by Peter 0% ; 
day of Pentecost). To confirm the time identifica : 
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of the outpouring, Joel goes on to say, ‘‘And J] 
will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, 
blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall 
be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, 
before the great and the terrible day of the Lord 
come.” Joel 2:30-31. This is a reference to the 
great tribulation spoken of by the Lord Himself and 
described fully in the book of Revelation. The tribu- 
lation is to come at the end of the church age. We 
are now living in the end of the church age. There- 
fore this is especially the time when the outpouring 
of the Spirit prophesied by Joel is to come to pass. 
It is coming to pass, on schedule. It is here, available 
for us today. 


The latter rain that shall precede the coming 
spiritual harvest will probably be another Pente- 
cost-like effusion of the Holy Ghost.’ 


OA siete FROM ROBERT C. McQUIL- 


. Peter said that the outpouring of the Spirit at 
yon ecost was in fulfillment of that prophecy of 
ro And it shall be in the last days, saith God, 

_ pour of My Spirit upon all flesh.’’ Now it is 
rep that this prophecy was not completely ful- 
4 nay at Pentecost, nor has it been fulfilled in any 

4¥ since. There still remain these wonders in heav- 
ee. 
tT. 
York)" on and Brown (Geo. H. Doran Co., New 
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en above and on the earth beneath that s 
cede the great and terrible “day of the Lo all Dte. 
still await that day when the sun shal] be We 
into dark d th » fen 
rkness and the moon into blood. Acts 2 
21. But if the prophecy still awaits 4 furth inl 
more lete fulfill aly 
complete fulfillment, shall we say ¢p 
Spirit of God 7 wth 
p May not again be poured out ; 
mighty power and in supernatural demonstrat, : 
There seems to be trustworthy evidence that n : 
Supernatural manifestations have occurred fron 
time to time through the ages, in individual ie 
There is nothing in Scripture to make such work. 
ing of God impossible; rather we might expect 
that they should occur. And is it not reasonable to 
expect that in connection with the culminating 
judgments of this age and the ushering in of 
a new age there should be a mighty outpouring of 
the Spirit of God? It is this expectation of a special 
later rain’”’ outpouring that has led many earnest 
Christians into the Pentecostal movement. 


THE BAPTISM IN THE SPIRIT FOR THE 


WHOLE CHURCH AGE 
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is particulatly 


identified with the church age, for it became genet 


at the ushering in of this age. It is God's metho 
whereby the Holy Spirit may possess men completel! 
and be able to control them and operate throvb 





*Robt. C. McQuilkin, What Is Pentecost's Message 7 


(Sunday School Times, Philadelphia), p. 27. 
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-. the accomplishment of His own purpose. 
ae Church age ended? Has the Holy Spirit 
muh taken out of this world? Has God’s plan 
aaneedl If so, where and how has He indi- 
rated the change? There is no Scriptural in- 
imation of a change in God's plan during the 
church age or before He comes to take His ‘bride 
home. Why should we merely assume there has 
been a change in God’s plan? Why not rather be- 
lieve that His promises are yea and amen, and avail- 
able for us today as well as for those who lived closer 
to the time when they were uttered? 


TESTIMONY OF A. J. GORDON AND A. 
MAHAN 


We must withhold our consent from the in- 
consistent exegesis which would make the water 
baptism of the apostolic times still rigidly bind- 
ing, but would relegate the Baptism in the Spirit 
to a bygone dispensation. We hold indeed, that 
Pentecost was once for all, but equally that the 
*PPropriation of the Spirit by believers is always 
all, and that the shutting up of certain great 
a of the Holy Ghost within that ideal 
er alr the apostolic age,’’ however con- 
culties it may be as an escape from fancied diffi- 
of ane, may be the means of robbing believers 

Ome of their most precious covenant rights.’ 


1 
A, 
Revell AS Ordon, The Ministry of the Spirit (Fleming H. 
' New York [c, 1894] ), p. 72. 


[ 95 | 


Scanned with CamScanner 


THE Sprrir Hivsy, 
RLp 


[Le promise of the Spirit does mn : 
merely to the Apostles, the PriMitive a Pettaj, | 
a favored few in subsequent ages, ]; : Urch, 4 
other hand, the common gift to aj] whe 7 the 
in Christ, the least as well as the Btestes lier 
end of time. . . . Neither is there any vift the | 
more willing to bestow upon believers than on 
Divine Baptism. ... This Baptism is the ths 
blessing of Christianity, and no other can fill . 
place.” 


SIGN VALUE OF THE GIFTS 


Concerning the gifts of the Spirit, it is true tha 
there is an element of a sign value in them. Th 
miracles which Moses and Aaron wrought in Egypt 
were a sign to Pharaoh, as well as a punishment to 
him and his people. The miracles which Moses 
worked before the Children of Israel as they travel- 
ed through the wilderness on their way to Canaan 
were proof that Moses was God’s man, as Will 
as a means of providing them with food and deliver 
ance. The miracles of Christ also were to be Hi 
credentials before a doubting multitude, as well 
to express His power and His love and to give 
liverance to hundreds of sufferers. ‘‘Believe me fot i 
very work’s sake.” John 14:11. These “signs” ” 
follow them that believe. Mark 16:17. And tb] 


ee 


“A. M $ quot 
in J . ahan, Baptism of the Holy Ghost, pp. 48 49, 4 0. 78. 
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“that heard Him went out preaching, ‘‘God also 


hearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, 
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, according to His own will.’ Hebrews 2:4. 


SIGNS ARE NEEDED TODAY 


Have we no unbelieving Egyptians today? Are 
there no gainsaying Israelites today? Is there no need 
today for credentials for the workers of God? Is 
there no need for the power of God to be manifested 
today? There are sick today in need of healing. 
There have been physicians since Joseph was em- 
balmed in Egypt, but this does not preclude the need 
of the working of the power of God. The very 
fact that the gifts of the Spirit are for signs is proof 
that they are needed today and therefore available 
for us today. If the devil will be smart enough to 
use signs and wonders to deceive in the last days 
(2 Thess. 2:9: Rev. 13:13, 14; Rev. 16:14) will 
God be any less wise and powerful? 


Let us not limit God in His working, and let 
US not fail to be ready for new and great outpour- 
ings of the Holy Spirit in the closing days of this 
age. For the days are upon us when nothing will 
avail to break through the overwhelming power 
Of the enemy except supernatural power beyond 
What most Christians have known anything 
about, 


on a 
Robt. ¢. McQuilkin, op. cit., p. 27. 
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GIFTS ARE FOR ALL WHO BELIEyrp 
When Jesus spoke of the coming of the § 
_ the accompanying gifts of power, He did not Linn 
7 : “ mit 
them to His immediate successors. “‘He that believer, 
on me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his bell 
shall flow rivers of living water. But this spak, 
He of the Spirit which they that believe op His 
should receive.”” John 7:38,39. The receiving o¢ 
the Spirit and the flowing of rivers of living wat, 
are promised by the Lord to THEM THAT BELIEyg. 
‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth 
on me, the works that I do shall he do also, and 
greater works than these shall he do because I go 
unto my father.”’ John 14:12. Again, those works 
are said to be done by HIM THAT BELIEVETH. “And 
these signs shall follow them that belteve; In my 
name they shall cast out devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues; they shall take up serpents, and 
if they drink any deadly thing, it shall 1 
hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick and 
they shall recover.” Mark 16:17-18. Whom stl 
these signs follow? THEM THAT BELIEVE. If the 
promises of Christ are not fulfilled in the - 
men today, it is evident that the simple and om! 
reason is, THEY DO NOT BELIEVE. 


TONGUES SHALL CEASE WHEN JESUS 
COMES . 
A verse in 1 Corinthians 13 is taken by 8°™ om 
mean that the gift of the Spirit has ceased an 


Pirit and 
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ished aWaye = me 

be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be 
Sel they shall cease: whether there be knowledge, 
opal vanish away. v. 8. The context of this 
oa must be read to understand it. “For we know 
part, and we prophesy in part. But when that 
which 1s perfect is come, then that which is in part 
shall be done away. When I was a child, I spake as 
a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: 
but when I became a man, | put away childish things. 
For now we see through a glass, darkly: but then 
face to face; now I know in part; but then shall I 
know even as also [ am known.” vv. 9-12. In these 
verses, 8 to 12, we have a comparison of love with the 
gifts of prophecy, tongues, and the words of knowl- 
edge. Love is declared to be the greatest, since it will 
endure when the others shall have finished their pur- 
pose and shall have passed away. It is stated that the 
time will come when these gifts of the Spirit will 
cease to operate. When is that time? When will that 
which is perfect come? When shall we see face to 
face? When shall I know even as also I am known! 
It is apparent that all four of these questions have the 
same answer. The answer is, When Jesus comes. ‘Then 
shall we all see face to face in heaven, there where 
knowledge shall be complete. Then and then only 
shall the gifts cease. Since Jesus and heaven have not 
yet come, this scripture proves that these gifts, and 
their Parent, the Baptism in the Spirit, are avail- 
able for us today. 
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The bounds set to the exercise of these Gifts 
“When that which is perfect is come,” whis | 
scholarship has generally held to mean, When 
the Lord Himself shall return to earth. The gig, 
of tongues and of prophecy therefore do not seen 
to be confined within the first age of the church: 


1A, J. Gordon, op., cit., p. 55. 
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CHAPTER XII 
The Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit, How to Receive Jt 


LET US. NOW RECEIVE 


- A rTER having seen that 
the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is an experience dis- 
tinct from conversion, that it is a most desirable 
Dlessing, and that it is available for us today, we 
rte to ask, ‘‘How may we receive this ex- 
rerience?™ To give intellectual assent to a conclusion 
ane to accept a doctrine as theologically sound are 
a a8 far as they go. But these will be of nit 
of the. = Personally unless we take definite ho 

Promises of God and enter experientially into 
lieve and blessing in which we bays com 
lesseq et those who are ready to enter into 

7 Xperience, we offer some words of suggestt 
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WE MUST FIRST BE SAVED 


The first matter that must be settled ac we 
proach God to receive the Baptism in the Spirit 
that of being right with God. It is impossible - 
a sinner to receive the Baptism in the Spirit a 
shall give you another Comforter . . . whom th 
world cannot receive.” John 14:16, 17. The won, 
cannot receive Him. This is an impossibility, Gog 
' cannot deny Himself. He cannot bless evil. He cap. 
not come into an unclean vessel which has not yield. 
ed itself to Him. There must be a definite bor. 
again experience as. preparation for receiving the 
Baptism in the Spirit. The blood is first applied, and 
then the oil. We must first pray through to 3 
know-so salvation in which the Spirit witnesses with 
our spirits that we are children of God. Romans 
8:16. 


WE MUST OBEY 


‘And we are his witnesses of these things: and 
so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given 
to them that obey Him.’ Acts 5:32. Here arise 
the question of a possible controversy with Go. 
there is any measure of rebellion against Him, ¢ 7 
issue will have to be settled with a perfect surrendet 
to Him. It is only as we walk in the light that W" 
have fellowship with God and the blood of Je 
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin. 1 John °°” 


Reyectors Are Not Obedient. 


Ik 
Here we might ask, How can His children we 
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‘, the light and be obedient, when the 
received the Holy Spirit? He told His disciples to go 
and make other disciples and teach them to shat: 
all things that He had commanded them, Matt. 28: 
20. He had commanded them not to depart ae 
Jerusalem until they had been filled with power 
from on high. Luke 24:49. This command was to 
be passed on to their converts, the new disciples. His 
command then comes also to us. It is stated in Ephe- 
sians 5:18: “Be filled with the Spirit.” Can we be 
obedient children and disobey that command? If the 
five hundred brethren by whom He was seen after 
His resurrection (1 Cor. 15:6) heard His command 
to tarry in the city of Jerusalem, and only 120 obey- 
ed and received the Spirit, then 380 of them did not 
obey, and, not obeying, did not receive. They did 
not tarry as He commanded. Hence, they did not 
qualify to receive. No wonder that thousands do not 
receive the Baptism in the Spirit today. They do not 
obey the command to tarry until they receive. 


WE MUST ASK 


me ye then, being evil, know how to give good 
gilts unto your children; how much more shall 
— heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
t af ask him?” Luke 11:13. Here is the kindness, 
. 8enerosity, the willingness, and the impartiality 
give Ut wonderful heavenly Father. He is able . 
Will; the Holy Spirit to all that ask Him. eth 
e 't8 to give the Holy Spirit to all that ask Hi 3 
's mote willing and anxious to give than W® 


y have not 
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aS parents, are to give to our children. The On] 
restraint that can be placed upon Him is that which 
our lack of desire imposes. He gives the Holy Spirit 
only to them that ask Him. ‘Ye have not becaus, ‘ 
ask not.”’ James 4:2. This is God’s elimination test 
to determine whom He considers worthy to receive 
this priceless gift. It is without money and with. 
out price, but He will give it only to those who ass 
for it. ““Let us therefore come boldly unto the thron. 
of Grace."” Heb. 4:16. We must not ask with leaden . 
lips. We should offer Him ‘‘the fruit of our lips.” 
Heb, <13::.15: 


We Must Ask Importunately. 


Shall we ask once and let that suffice? Shall we 
consider that He gave the Spirit to us when asked 
once, even though there be no evidence then ot 
thereafter that He came? Or shall we shrug our 
shoulders and say, “‘It’s not our fault. We asked 
and nothing happened. What more can we do?” No. 
let us rather read: “‘Ask, and it shall be given you: 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you.” Matthew 7:7. Does not this scripture 
imply degrees in asking? If asking once does not yield 
immediate results, then seek. This pictures to 
the woman who lost the coin and sought diligently 
until she found it. And if this process does not yit 
results as quickly as we would like, then knock 
This is insistence and persistence. Who was it thet 
gave us the two parables to illustrate importuntty 
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prayer: the importunate widow who came to the 
r judge, and the friend who came to his friend 
, midnight asking for bread? “I say unto you, 
‘hough he will not rise and give him, because he 
‘« his friend, yet because of his importunity, he will 
rise and give him as many as he needeth. And | 
say unto YOU, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you.” Luke 11:8, 9. This very passage concludes 
with the promise to give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him. v. 13. This constitutes Christ's instruction 
to keep on asking until we receive the Holy Spirit. 


WE MUST BELIEVE 
“That we might receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith.’’ Gal. 3:14. ‘“The Holy Spirit which 
they that believe on Him should receive. John 7:39, 
‘He that cometh to God must believe that he 1s, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.” Heb. 11:6. Askers, seekers, knockers 
after the Baptism in the Spirit, should steer 
member that this experience is also called, ; c 
Gift of the Holy Ghost.’’ Gifts are not nee o 
won by price or merit. Gifts cannot be forced oo 
the giver. Leaping upon the altar or cutting a 
selves with lancets will not force our God any m 
than Baal was forced. 1 Kings 18:26-28. It .% 
loud shouting that will bring Him nor rege a 
Phrases of praise; although loud shouting an dee, 
Praising of God are Scriptural, and dante 150: 
We are so impelled. Psalm 98:4: Ps 
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Psalm 67:3,5; Luke 19:37-40. But we cannot 0: 
for the gift even in this way. The Holy Spirit i 
gracious, glorious, God-sent Gift, and We receiy 
Him by faith and by faith alone. There is a “te 
of faith” into which we must enter. For he tha 
-s entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from fi, 
own works, as God did from his.’’ Heb. 4:10, 


Elements of Fatth. | | 

Faith in God consists of utter lack of dependence 
on ourselves or on others and a knowledge that only 
God has what we need and want. We must believe 
that He will give only as a gift, but that He will 
give freely as we meet His conditions and ask Him 
for His gifts. So we first make sure that we are 
right with God. Then we cease from our own works 
or efforts, and apply to Him for the gift which we 
seek. He is waiting for us to come to this point. “And 
therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be graciov® 
unto you.” Isa. 30:18. We then wait together: He 
to see if we are earnest, sincere and hungry: ™% 
to prove that we are. ‘‘Blessed are all they that wall 
for him.” Isa. 30:18c. “But they that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew their strength.’’ Isa. 40:3} 
“Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and hi 
shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, , 
Lord.” Psa. 27:14. “Blessed is the man that heat® 
me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the pee 
of my doors.”’ Prov. 8:34. While it is true that | g 
disciples tarried for that first Pentecostal bless 
because the day of Pentecost had not yet fully com 


[ 106 ] 


Scanned with CamScanner 


OW TO RECEIVE 
pTISM.. +H 
THE BA 

o true that waiting or tarrying before the 


*. 416 als ‘ ° | . 
it 1 lways Scriptural and is normal procedure in 


Lord is a 
receiving from God. 


Faith Rejotces. 

Faith is more than waiting on God. Faith expects. 
A seeker for the Baptism in the Spirit waits before 
God continually, and definitely expects while he 
waits. A child awaits punishment with a sad coun- 
tenance and drooping spirits; he awaits his share 
of the delicacy or his Christmas present with great 
joy and delight. One awaits the receipt of the 
Baptism in the Spirit with joy and delight. That 
joy and delight will be the register of his appreciation 
of the gift or of his real expectancy of it. If he 
is not happy as he waits, he either does not consider 
the gift worth being happy about, or else he really 
does not expect to receive it. This joy and delight 
will be expressed toward God, for He is the Giver of 
the expected Gift. ‘‘Let all those that seek thee 
tejoice and be glad in thee.’’ Psa. 40:16. 


Faith Receives. 


Joy and delight toward God are expressed by 
— of praise. “Thank you, Lord Jesus’; 
Goa, thee, Lord”; ‘Glory’; ‘Hallelujah’; ‘Praise 
tina ete. This “sacrifice of praise to God con- 
to Hy: Y, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks 
is ay Name (Heb. 13:15), is a sacrifice in that it 

fred upon His altar, not that it is a sacrifice 
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to give it. In this state of joyous expectancy 
teach out to receive from our God the blessing es: 
has promised. Faith is the hand that reach ie 


and receives the gift of the Holy Spirit. “}; dee 


aoe M th 
cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out.’”’ John 


6 137. Never yet has a child of God approached 
his Father along this pathway and been dicappointes 
‘Faithful is he that calleth you, who also ¢ 
1 Thess. 5:24, | 


APOSTLES PRAYED AND PRAISED 


It remains now to look into the Scriptural prece- 
dents in this matter of receiving the Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit. If being a Christian first, obeying, 
asking, and believing are the steps into this experience, 
then these are the steps which were taken by the early 
disciples as well as by all others. The twelve, of 
rather the eleven, were told to tarry in the city of 


will do it.” 


s ee —— 2 _ = - - 


- + ea get ayes 
— « at - eo = 


Jerusalem until they be endued with power from 00 


high. Luke 24:49. ‘‘These all continued with on 
accord in prayer and supplication.’’ Acts 1:14. “And 
were continually in the temple, praising and blessing 
God.”” Luke 24:53. They obeyed and waited; they 
asked by prayer and supplication (insistent asking) 
they believed and expressed their faith by praisin’ 


and blessing God. Did He meet them on this pathy 


way of faith? ‘They were all filled with the rig 
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues 
the Spirit gave them utterance.’’ Acts 2:4. 
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RITANS BELIEVED AND 

sa PRAYED FOR WERE 

At Samaria, Philip's converts believed the things 
concerning the kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ, and were baptized both men and wo- 
men. Acts 8:12. Peter and John came down from 
Jerusalem to tell them about the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit, for as yet He was fallen on none of 
them. No revival ought to be allowed to go on 
long without the Baptism in the Spirit being re- 
ceived. So thought the apostles which were at Jeru- 
salem, and so is the eternal truth. Peter and John 
prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost. Acts 8:15. Peter had told the Sanhedrin that 
the Holy Ghost was given to them that obey God 
(Acts 5:32), and so he doubtless explained this 
to the Samaritan converts. Peter and John both 
had heard the Lord promise that the Father would 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him. So they 
surely told this, too, to the Samaritan converts. 
When these awaiting new disciples were thus prayed 
for and instructed, the apostles laid hands on them 
(as an aid to the seeker’s faith) and they received 


the Holy Ghost. Acts 8:17. ‘‘Believe in the Lord 


your God, so shall ye be established; believe his 

Prophets, so shall ye prosper.’’ 2 Chron. 20:20. 

God honored His servants by imparting the Holy 
Spirit through the laying on of their hands that the 
People might honor them as God-appointed and 
©d-accompanied leaders. 
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PAUL PRAYED AND WAS PRAYED For 

Paul was converted on the way to Damascus and 
being blinded, was led by the hand into the city. 
He had called Jesus Lord, and none can do this ey. 
cept by the Holy Ghost. 1 Cor. 12:3. After three 
days, the Lord told Ananias—a devout disciple— 
to go and inquire for one called Saul, of Tarsus; “fo, 
behold, he prayeth.”’” Acts 9:11. He was a Chris. 
tian (Ananias called him brother); he had obeyed 
Christ by coming into Damascus to hear the things 
which the Lord there had to tell him; he was now 
praying or asking things of God. He may not have 
known what he needed, but God knew, and sent 
Ananias that he might receive his sight and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost. Ananias put his hands on him 
as he prayed for him. This is a method which 1s 
common in Divine practice. Jesus touched Peter's 
wife’s mother, and she arose and ministered unto 
them. Matthew 8:15. On His second trip to Naza- 
reth, He laid hands on a few sick folk and healed 
them. Mark 6:5. He had promised that these signs 
should follow them that believe: “‘they shall lay 
hands on the sick, and they shall recover.’ Mark 
16:18. .Paul and Barnabas were sent out as the 
church’s first missionaries after the church — 
had laid their hands upon them. Acts 13:3. T f 
is a symbol that the one who is praying is 4 channt 
through whom the power of the Lord 1s convey® 
for healing or for blessing. 


[ 110 ] 


Scanned with CamScanner 


| THE BAPTISM - - - How TO RECEIVE 


|" -oRNELIUS’ HOUSEHOLD RECEIVED 
| “ SUDDENLY 


At Cornelius’ household, the sovereignty of God 
‘atervened in a special way. “While Peter was yet 
speaking, the Holy Ghost fell’on them.” Acts 10:44. 
This is always God's privilege. How foolish and 
futile is the attempt to put God into a strait jacket 
or to arrange His ways of working in set sequence. 
Peter had told the Pentecostal audience, ‘“‘Repent, and 
be baptized, . . . and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost.’’ Acts 2:38, 39. But at Cornelius’ 
home, his converts believed, received the Holy Ghost, 
and then were baptized. Acts 10:44-48. Why not? 
Just so it is all done in obedience to God, and to 
the best of one’s ability, and according to the light 
one has. Who wouldn’t welcome other sovereign 

interventions in the pouring out of the Holy Ghost 

as it happened at Cornelius’ household? Could we 
Not even consider that this visitation was God's 
ideal, His perfect pattern: believe Christ, receive 
the Holy Spirit in immediate succession? 


EPHESIANS BELIEVED AND WERE PRAYED 
FOR 7 | 
At Ephesus, Paul carefully instructed those dis- 
“Pes of John, laid hands on them and they, too, 
“ceived the Holy Spirit. Who would say that he did 
| rt instruct them according to the pattern which had 
_ followed theretofore? It is the once-for-all 
| attern: be saved, obey God, ask Him for His 
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blessings, believe with all your heart, and ye shay 
receive the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 


He gave Him to His church, to be its permanen; 
possession during the present age; and He waits 
to give each individual member of that church his 
or her share in Pentecost, on the one condition of 
applying for it by faith. As you took forgiveness 
from the hand of the dying Christ, take your 
share of the Pentecostal gift from the hand of 
the living Christ.’ 


1F. B. Meyer, Back to Bethel, p. 94, as quoted in Elmer C. 
Miller, Pentecost Examined (Gospel Publishing House, Spring- 
field, Mo., 1936), p. 29. 
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CHAPTER XIV 


The Gifts of the Spirit 


WE SHOULD STUDY SPIRITUAL GIFTS 


N OW concerning spiritual 
gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.” 
1 Cor. 12:1. The description of the spiritual gifts 
which follows is of a definite phase of the work 
and ministry of the Holy Spirit. Among these gifts 
are those of tongues and interpretation, which are 
particularly noticable in the Pentecostal Movement. 
It belongs therefore to a treatise on Pentecostal 
truth that a thorough study be made of the whole 
tealm of spiritual gifts. 


GIFTS CLASSIFIED 

The gifts of the Spirit, as listed in First Cor. 12, 
can be classified in three groups. There are three gifts | 
of revelation, three gifts of power, and three gifts _ 
Of utterance. The gifts of the word of wisdom, the 
Word of knowledge, and discerning of spirits are 
grouped as gifts of| revelation Faith, miracles, and 
“alings are the gifts of, power. And the gifts of 
“tterance are prophecy, tongues, and interpretation. 
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WISDOM GREATEST IN ITS CLASS 

The order of the gifts in these groups can easily 
be ascertained. Inasmuch as wisdom Presupposes 
knowledge and is an advance on knowledge itself. be. 
ing the ability to use knowledge discreetly, it is Clear 
that wisdom is greater than knowledge. Discerp. 
ing of spirits, or knowing spirits, is but one section 
of the vast realm of knowledge and is therefore 
less than the gift of the word of knowledge, The 
order then of this group is: wisdom, knowledge, 
and discerning of spirits. 


FAITH GREATEST IN ITS CLASS 


The gifts of healings refer to the divine power ‘to 
effect deliverance from sickness and disease. The gift 
of miracles naturally would be still greater than the 
gifts of healing because of the near creative element 
which exists in them. Miracles are more pronounced 
and spectacular than healings. Then we come to the 
great power of faith itself. This is the power by 
which the worlds were made. God spoke and it 
came to pass. Joshua commanded the sun and the 
moon to stand still, and they obeyed him. Jesus said: 
“If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall 
say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder 
place; and it shall remove: and nothing shall be 1m- 
possible unto you.’’ Matt. 17:20. It is evident thea 
that faith is the greatest of the gifts of power. Theit 
order is: faith, miracles, and healings. 
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>ROPHECY GREATEST IN ITS CLAss 


| Cor. 14:5 declares that greater is he that proph- 
seth than he that speaketh with tongues, except 
ne interpret. Thus tongues plus interpretation equal 
prophecy, and prophecy is the greatest of these gifts 
of utterance. Interpretation depends upon tongues 
snd therefore is less than tongues. The order here, 
then, is: prophecy, tongues, and interpretation. 


oROPHECY GREATEST OF ALL*® 


Paul said, “Covet earnestly the best gifts.” | 
Cor. 12:31. He meant therefore the gifts of wisdom, 
faith, and prophecy; for they are the greatest in their 
respective groups. Likewise Paul enjoined the Corin- 
thians to desire spiritual gifts, but rather that they 
might prophesy. 1 Cor. 14:1, 39: The reason for 
this emphasis on prophecy must be because it is the 
gift which serves not only its own purpose of 
giving God’s message in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, but is a channel through which the gifts of 
faith, knowledge and wisdom find expression and 
Ntterance. As the Holy Spirit is the agent of God 
and of Christ, and also operates in His own right, 


” Prophecy is an agent for other gifts and is also 
4 gift itself. 


TEACHING AND EXHORTATION 


ist umning to the 12th of Romans, we find another 
offic gifts which fits in as supplementary to the 
fj lal list as given in First Corinthians 12. ‘The 


l ; 
mb OF those mentioned in Rom. 12:6 is the gift of 
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prophecy, which is in the list of First Corinthians 17 
and finds particular emphasis in 1 Cor. 14:35 
This is a tie-in with the other list of gift, and 
confirms that the gifts mentioned in Romans ]7 a 
likewise gifts of the Spirit. The other gifts listed 
here are teaching, exhortation, ministering, giving, 
ruling, and showing mercy. The first two of these 
seem to be a blending of the gifts of prophecy ang 
wisdom and knowledge. When one gives forth the 
word of knowledge under the power of the Holy 
Spirit in a way that imparts the knowledge to others, 
he is operating in the gift of teaching. When the 
evangelist uses great wisdom in his preaching under 
the anointing of the Spirit he is exercising the gift 
of exhortation. Of Stephen it was said, “And they 
were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit .by 
which he spake.’’ Acts 6:10. 


MINISTERING, RULING, GIVING, SHOWING 
MERCY 


The ministry referred to in Rom. 12:7 is that of 
serving in the church. When Paul and Barnabas 
started on their first missionary journey they had 
John Mark ‘‘to their minister.’ Acts 13:5. Ths 
means that he was their attendant or one who? 
ministered to their material needs. The word fot 
deacon, as found in 1 Tim. 3:8, comes from the 
same root-stem which is translated ‘‘minister’ ™ 
Rom. 12:7. Thus the deacon who serves in mater! 
matters of the church is a minister and should have 
the gift of ministering, which is a gift of the Spirit 
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This gift 1s doubtless properly classified as a gift of 
wisdom and power. In. this group also are ruling, 
giving, and showing mercy. It must be noted that 
this type of service-1s exalted and holy in the sight 
of God. There is an enduement with power from 
on high to enable one to serve in these capacities. 
These gifts operate according to the grace that is 
given to us and hence are gifts of grace from our God. 


OTHER REFERENCES TO GIFTS 


Other references to gifts of the Spirit which are 
to be found in the New Testament are in 1 Peter 
4:10-11;: l-Cor.'1:5,7;'2 Cor. 8:7;-and 1- Thess: 
5:19-21. Peter mentions the gifts of utterance and 
says “‘if any man speak, let him speak as the oracles 
of God.”” He, too, mentions the gift of ministry and 
exhorts, ‘‘let him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth.” In the first chapter of 1 Corinthians Paul 
refers to their having been enriched in all utterance 
and in all knowledge, and declares that they came be- 
hind in no gift. He refers to the gifts of utter- 
ance: prophecy, tongues, and interpretation; and the 
gifts of wisdom, knowledge and discerning of spirits. 
But he makes the plain statement that all of the gifts 
"te to be found in the Corinthian church. In his 
“cond letter, he specifically included the gifts of faith 
cath miracles, and healings) as well as those of 
‘ “oo knowledge. In 1 ‘Thess. 5:19-21, Paul 
gifts ran the church at Thessalonica to allow oe 

" 7 the Spirit full operation among them and by 

€an to despise them, particularly prophesyn8* 
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The Pulpit Commentary adds this note on “ 

not the Spirit,’’ 1 Thess. 5:19: “By the Spine vt 
is usually understood the miraculous gifts rrp: 
Spirit—speaking with tongues or prophesyings: ke 
it 1s supposed that the apostle here forbids the 7 
ercise of these gifts being hindered or checked,” 


GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT DISTINGUISHED 
FROM THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT 


The gifts of the Spirit must be distinguished from 
the gift of the Spirit. “Ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost,’’ Peter said to his audience on the 
day of Pentecost. This is the Baptism or the filling 
with the Holy Spirit which the 120 had just received, 
evidenced by the speaking with other tongues as 
the Spirit gave utterance. The gifts of the Spirit are 
given by the Holy Spirit as a part of His ministry 
and control over the believer who has let Him come 
upon him in His fullness. The Holy Spirit, as the 
Spirit of Christ, does come into the heart of th 
born-again child of God, and ministers to him 
regenerative capacity. It is only at and after His 
coming upon one in baptismal fullness, that He takes 
definite control as the Holy Spirit is His own righ 
and in His own ministry. He then begins to of 
pense His gifts severally as He wills. Gifts are m4" 
festations of the Spirit, the shining forth of im 
who is within. 


*Pulpit C ommentary, Vol. 48, p. 105. 
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ALL BELIEVERS RECEIVE HIs NATURE. 
This is not to say that children of God in whom 
dwells the Spirit of Christ and who have not received 
the Baptism in the Spirit will not have varying 
measures Of wisdom, knowledge, faith, etc. which 
come from the Lord. Being partakers of His nature 
and dwelling in Christ as the branch in the vine, 
naturally bring one a measure of the qualities which 
Christ has. But as Christ Himself received a mighty 
Baptism in the Spirit which marked a great change in 
His ministry, anointing Him with the Holy Spirit 
and with power, so the Baptism in the Spirit today 
brings a person into a place of anointing and power 
where the full complement of the gifts of the 
Spirit may be manifest and operative in his life. 


GIFTS NOT AN EVIDENCE OF HOLINESS 


All who possess the gifts of the Spirit do not 
necessarily have superior holiness. James reminds us 
that ‘‘Elias was a man subject to like passions as we 
are.”’ James 5:17. Elijah’s flight from Jezebel and 
his despair of life under the juniper tree evidence that 
fact. And yet he had exercised the greatest of the 
gifts of power, namely the gift of faith, in a way 
Which has never since been excelled. When Peter and 
John used this gift in the healing of the lame man 
at the Gate Beautiful, Peter explained carefully, ‘Ye 
men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye 
60 earnestly on us, as though by our own power oF 
holiness we had made this man to walk?” Acts 3:12. 
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The power of the gift of faith (the faith Which jg 
by Him, v. 16) operates apart from human powe, ” 
holiness. Paul said’ frankly, ““Though I speak With 
the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, ang 
understanding all mysteries, and all knowledge: and 
though I have all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.” 
1 Cor. 13:1, 2. This means that it is possible to 
have the gifts—the best gifts and many gifts—and 
not to have love with them, which reduces them to 
no value. The Corinthian church came behind in 
no gift, and yet they were carnal. 1 Cor. 3:1-3. 
A final instance is that of Samson. He was not godly 


on all occasions, yet mighty miracles were wrought 
by him. 


GIFTS NOT TO BE DESPISED 


Let no one disdain gifts on this account. What 
God creates and gives is good to have. It is a part of 
His divine plan for the furtherance of His gosP d 
and program. We should accept all of His prov’ 
sion, gifts, and graces, and keep all in the right Pp‘? 
portion and balance, 
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CHAPTER XV 


The Word of tnowledge 


KNOWLEDGE BEFORE WISDOM AND 
TEACHING 


W E come now to a detailed 


examination of the group of gifts which have to 
do with knowing: the word of wisdom, the word 
of knowledge, and discerning of spirits. These gifts 
Operate -in the mental realm. In considering the dis- 
tinction between wisdom and knowledge, let us 
note first the simple definition, ‘“‘wisdom is know- 
ledge rightly applied.’’ Knowledge is a prerequisite 
{0 wisdom and to teaching. Teaching is imparting 
knowledge, No teacher can teach without first know- 
ng. But not all who know are able to teach. Teach- 
8 is causing another to learn. It is the art of im- 
Parting knowledge, skill in transferring knowledge 
‘0 others, Teaching is, therefore, a kind of wisdom 


It \ 7 . ° - 
i Wisdom proper is discreet action on the basis 
O knowledge, 
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AN ILLUSTRATION OF THIS 


For example, knowing how to walk, knowin 
a shelter is near by, knowing that I will get we F 
I do not move into the shelter before it rains, ] 
therefore am wise enough to move where I wil] be 
sheltered. Action on the basis of knowledge is wis. 
dom. Upon the basis of His infinite knowledge of 
the effects which follow certain causes and of ways 
and means of producing certain ends, God wisely 
brings into existence certain beings, sets in motion cer- 
tain influences and allows certain things to continue, 
while restraining others. The grand result at the 
end of time will be that He is glorified by having 
displayed Himself—His grace, His power, His wrath, 
and His infinite love. “‘Oh, the depths of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past 
finding out.’’ Rom. 11:33. 


WHY THE “WORD” OF KNOWLEDGE? 


There is significance connected with the fact that 
these gifts are called the word of wisdom and the 
word of knowledge rather than merely wisdom and 
knowledge. When Jesus was called “The Word 
(Greek : Logos) in John 1:1, 14, this was a ttl? 
which represented Him as the expression of God. 
“No man hath seen God at any time: the only 
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Fathe" 
He hath declared (revealed) Him.’’ John 1:18. AS 
a word is the audible expression of an invisible 
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qorD OF KNOWLEDGE 


rhought, so Christ is the tangible expression of the in. 
visible God. In the phrases, the word of wisdom and 
the word of knowledge, the same word Logos is used. 
These gifts then are expressions of wisdom and 
knowledge. Not necessarily flashes of fragmentary 
bits, but degrees of wisdom and knowledge that He, 
the Sovereign Spirit, wishes to impart. Neither is 
there a transfer of great reservoirs of wisdom and 
knowledge, but a ‘“‘word’’—a revelation, an ex- 
pression—sufficient for the occasion—of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God. | 


GOD'S KNOWLEDGE 


The gift of the word of knowledge is of and from 
the Holy Spirit. Since the Holy Spirit is God and 
knows all things, the knowledge which He gives 
in this gift is a measure of understanding of the 
great facts of life and of the universe as they are 
known to God. This is a mighty reservoir. At His 
Pleasure He dips from this boundless ocean and 
Pours into the understanding of His waiting serv- 
_ that extent of information and _ revelation 
which it pleases Him to give. Peter was right when 
: told Jesus, “Thou knowest all things.’’ John 
‘ake ‘In Him are hid all the treasures of wis- 
rn ain knowledge.”” Col. 2:3. ‘‘Neither is there 
a : Creature that is not manifest in His sight; but 

ngs are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
XK, With whom we have to do.’ Heb. 4:13. 
tal unto God are all His works from the - 
NS of the world.” Acts 15:18. ‘Elect accor 
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ing to the foreknowledge of God.” 1 Peter 1:2. 
“Lor whom He did foreknow, He also did predesti- 
nate to be conformed to the image of His Son.” 
Romans 8:29. ‘‘Him, being delivered by the deter- 
minate counsel and foreknowledge of God.” Acts 
71:23. “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth.”” 2 Chron. 16:9. 


KNOWLEDGE OF GOD 

In addition to the knowledge which God has, 
there is.a knowledge of God which can be dispensed 
by the Holy Spirit. ‘“The fear of the Lord 1s the 
beginning of knowledge.’’ Prov. 1:7. Paul prayed 
for the Ephesians that God ‘‘may give unto you the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him: the eyes of your understanding being en- 
lightened; that ye may know what is the hope of 
his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power to usward who believe,’ et¢- 
Eph. 1:17-19. Again he prayed for them that they 
‘may be able to comprehend with all saints what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height: 
and to know the love of Christ which passeth knowl- 
edge (human knowledge).”” Eph. 3:18,19. The 
objective in Christian ministry is that ‘‘we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and of the Rnowledge of the 
Son of God,’’ etc. Eph. 4:13. For the Colossians 
he prayed that they might increase in the knowledg? 
of God. Col. 1:10. His own personal objective W4° 
“that I may know Him.” Phil. 3:10. But he al- 
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eady had much knowledge of Christ, He said, 
when ye read, ye may understand my Rnowledge 
., the mystery of Christ.’’ Eph. 3:4. “By pureness, 
by knowledge, by long-suffering,’ etc. 2 Cor. 
6:6. “But though I be rude in speech, yet not in 
knowledge.” 2 Cor. 11:6. Peter too enjoined, ‘But 
grow in grace and in the Rnowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.”” 2 Peter 3:18. Even 
Moses prayed for himself, ‘“‘that I may know thee.”’ 
Ex. 33:13. He made known His ways unto Moses. 
Psalm 103:7. 


KNOWLEDGE OF HAPPENINGS 


It is also true that, in the omnipresence and omnis- 
cience of God, He is everywhere present and knows 
all that is going on everywhere at the same time. 
Jesus saw Nathanael under the fig tree before He 
came to him. John 1:48. He knew that Lazarus 
Was dead without being told. John 11:14. He knew 
_ life of the Samaritan woman. John 4:18. 
Elisha knew the location of the Syrian army and 
‘old the king of Israel. 2 Kings 6:8-12. He knew 
that Gehazi had run after Naaman to ask a present. 
2 Kings 5:26. Peter was told that three men from 

Ornelius were at the gate enquiring for him. Acts 
12 :19,20. Samuel knew that Saul was coming to 
*. that his father’s asses had been found, and 
uel 9 ‘6 find Saul when he hid in the stuff. 1 Sam- 
and 15,16; 10:2: 10:21, 22. These rere 

. Many others like them are examples of bits © 

*wledge concerning facts and happenings which 
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were supernaturally revealed to the servants of Gog 


THIS GIFT IMPARTED BY THE Spiryyp 


Who can give all this knowledge ang infor. 
mation? Can it be acquired by the natural mind? 
‘For the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he Rnow them, because they are Spirit- 
ually discerned.” 1 Cor. 2:14. “Thou hast hig 
these things from the wise and the prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes.’’ Matt. 11:25. 
“Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father which is in heaven.’ Matt. 16:17. 
Revelation of divine truth by the Spirit of truth 
is impartation of divine knowledge, a giving of the 
Word of Knowledge. A revelation of facts and 
happenings is also a part of this gift. 
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CHAPTER XVI 


The Word of Wisdom 


GOD'S WISDOM 


W ISDOM builds with the 
material which knowledge provides. Wisdom under- 
stands all facts, all laws and principles, all trends, 
influences, possibilities, and inevitabilities. She has 
all that is needed in the way of subject matter 
(angelic, human, and natural), power, and _ skill. 
Her objective is to bring to pass the great ends which 
will glorify God, and she sets to work to accom- 
Plish those ends. The ability and disposition to use 
infinite knowledge in the most profitable way, that 
5 the wisdom of God. There is a beautiful personi- 
cation of wisdom in Prov. 8:22-30: ‘The Lord 
possessed me (wisdom) in the beginning of his way; 
thy his works of old. I was set up from the begin- 
"8, Or ever the earth was. ... When he prepared the 
hla I was there... . Then I was by him, as one 
tejoig, WP With him: and I was daily his delight 

‘N§ always before him.” ‘‘Therefore also sa! 
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the wisdom of God, I will send them Prophet 

apostles, and some of them they shall] der 
persecute; that the blood of all the prophets “in 
was shed from the foundation of the world a 
be required of this generation.” Luke 11:49 50 
“For after that in the wisdom of God the world 
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” 
I Cor. 1:21. His wisdom directed Him in laying we 
the plan of redemption. _ 


GOD'S ADVICE 


“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom.”’ Prov. 9:10. ‘‘The fear of the Lord js to 
hate evil: pride, arrogancy, and the evil Way, and 
the froward mouth, do I hate.’’ Prov. 8:13. The 
wisdom of God is written down and expressed in the 
laws of God. He is advising and instructing the 
sons of men concerning the path in which they 
should walk in order to find happiness, peace, and 
prosperity. “I (wisdom) lead in the way of right- 
eousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: 
that I may cause those that love me to inherit 
substance; and I will fill their treasures.’ Prov. 
8:20, 21. In all of His counsel, His directions, His 
commandments, and His judgments, He is displaying 
His wisdom. To heed them will be wisdom on the 
part of men. “The fear of the Lord—respect, obedi- 
ence to Him—is the beginning of wisdom.” The 
pronouncements and parables of Christ are the 
pressions of His and God’s wisdom. Yea: Christ 
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s the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24), and “in Him 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 
Fol. 233. It is wise to do right. God’s wisdom tells 
us what is right. 


PERSONAL GUIDANCE 


In addition to the general advice which is con- 
tained and written in His Word, there are times 
when God gives specific, personal advice to His 
children through the word of wisdom. ‘“‘Then four- 
teen years after | went up again to Jerusalem with 
Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. And I went 
up by revelation and communicated unto them.’”’ 
Gal. 2:1, 2. ‘“‘Revelation’’ is a word used for the 
word of Wisdom. 1 Cor. 14: 6, 26. As the church 
at Antioch ministered to the Lord and fasted, the 
Holy Ghost said, “Separate me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work whereunto I have called them.”’ Acts 
13:2. Before the decision to go into Macedonia, Paul 
had been forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the 
Word in Asia, and when they assayed to go into 
Bithynia the Spirit suffered them not. Acts 16:6, /. 

hese Were times when wisdom was needed in the 
Suidance of the church and its workers. Therefore 
God spoke to the church at Antioch and to Pauls 


Tssionary party through the gift of the word of 
Wisdom. 


AN 
‘NOINTED PREACHING 


vig oe? the wonderful counsel of God, His oy, 
°n for man’s redemption, and all the appr" 


[ 129 ] 


Scanned with CamScanner 


F 


of the gospel are presented to men by inspire 
ers, the same Spirit of God who moved holy m 

; ; en 
old to write the Sacred Scriptures, takes holg of 
those who proclaim it by word of mouth, “47 
they were not able to resist the wisdom and “: 
spirit by which he spake.” Acts 6:10, The word 
Wisdom is imparted to those who Preach as they 
present convincing arguments in the power of the 
Spirit. Paul’s proclamation of ‘Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified’. was presented with the wisdom of God 
in the power and demonstration of the Holy Ghost. 
1 Cor. 2:1-7. And all the more in searching and 
preaching the deep things of God is the wisdom 
which comes from heaven needed. 1 Cor. 2:10. This 
was the ability with which Paul preached, ‘warning 
every man and teaching every man in all wisdom.” 


Col. 1:28. 


CHURCH GOVERNMENT 


The ‘‘judgments’’ of the Mosaic law were the 
interpretations and applications of the Ten Com- 
mandments to the practical problems and situations 
which would arise in the everyday life of the 
Israelites. So the commandments and counsels of 
Jesus and of the New Testament which apply 
us in our personal lives and church problems need 
interpretation and application. The Great Admins 
trator of the church is the Holy Spirit. He gives the 
‘‘word of wisdom”’ as it is needed in the direction ° 
our lives and in the execution of our Christian as 
and responsibilities. When the murmuring aros 


Preach. | 


of 


of 
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Wo aD OF WISDOM 

ong the early disciples concerning the daily ad- 
Piatt ation (Acts 5), the Apostles were given the 
4 word of wisdom’ for the occasion. When the 
church came together to consider the matter of cir- 
~ymcision as necessary for salvation, the wisdom 
of God was given to James who said, ‘‘wherefore 
my sentence is, that we trouble not them, etc.” 
(Acts 15). In answering the questions and giv- 
ing ‘instructions concerning the problems of the 
Corinthians, Paul was given the ‘‘word of wisdom.” 
He distinguished between his own mind and the 
mind of the Lord (1 Cor. 7:6, 10, 25, 40), and 
with the exceptions which he indicated, he wrote 
“according to the wisdom given unto him.” 2 Peter 
3:15. Joseph of old was given wisdom from God 
as he ministered before Pharaoh. Acts 7:9, 10. 
Joshua also received wisdom. to lead the children 
of Israel. Deut. 34:9. 


PERSONAL REVELATION 


Not for the preacher and administrator alone 1s 
this wisdom granted. For his converts Paul prayed 
that God “may give unto you the spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of him,” “‘that ye 
might be filled with the knowledge of his will in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding. © Eph. 1:17; 
Col. 1:9. “Who is a wise man and endued with 
knowledge among you? Let him show out of a good 

y Versation his works with meekness of wisdom. 
a 3:13. This is the wisdom that is from above 
it is available to those who ask in faith. James 
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3:17; 1:5, 6. “Let the word of Christ dwelj ;, 
you richly in all wisdom. Col. 3:16. 


HOLY SPIRIT DEFENSE 


There is also the aspect of wisdom in debate oy 
defense. When our Lord was foretelling the perse. 
cution which awaited His disciples He promised, ‘‘Fo, 
I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your 
adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.” 
“And when they bring you into the synagogues and 
unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought 
how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall 
say: for the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same 
hour what ye ought to say.”’ Luke 21:15; 12:11, 
12. This is the Holy Spirit’s gift of the word of 
wisdom. This same gift for just such an occasion 
was manifest perfectly when Christ’s adversaries 
tried to tangle Him in His talk as they asked Him, 
“Is it lawful to pay tribute to Caesar?’’ The wisdom 
of His reply was so complete and His defense s0 
devastating that they marveled at His answer and 
held their peace. Luke 20:20-26. Stephen's defense 
before the court of the High Priest was unanswerable 
and all his enemies could do was to gnash theif 
teeth and stone him. Acts 7. 


WISDOM IS PURE 


“But the wisdom that is from above 1s first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreater: 
fuil of mercy and good fruits, without partiality 4 
without hypocrisy.”’ James 3:17. This is the oF 
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«t of the Spirit which is thus described and t 
which are ascribed these qualities of good Ne 
This is logical since wisdom is knowing God’s will 
and way toward good behavior. He will not dis- 
dose this secret or impart this gift to those who 
will not walk therein. ‘‘Meekness of wisdom” is 
also referred to by the same writer. James 3:13, 
This gift is like its Giver, meek and lowly in heart 
(Matt. 11:29), and imparts its nature to its 


_ possessors. By this may men know whether or not 
the wisdom we have is from above. 
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CHAPTER XVII 


Che Discerning of Spirits 


IMPORTANT PART OF KNOWLEDGE 


: | 
[ HE discerning of spirits is 
such an important phase of spiritual knowledge that 
it is honored with recognition apart from the gift of 
the word of knowledge. The reason for this lies 
in the value which this gift has in Christian life and 
ministry, 


T'WO REALMS OF SPIRITS 


The great unseen world of spirits is divided into 
the good and evil. God and the devil are kings over . 
these respective realms. Cherubim, seraphim, arch- 
angels, and angels do the bidding of God. Principali- 
_ es, powers, rulers of the darkness of this world, 

wicked spirits in high places, evil spirits, and demons 
are all under the authority of Satan. These two 
realms are arrayed against each other, and the war of 
the ages is still on. God the Holy Spirit is the active 
Commander in Chief of God’s army. He personally 
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‘adwells and energizes Spirit-filled believers, A yal. 
aable weapon both of defense and offense for them is 
the gift of the discerning of spirits. 


sATAN'S STRATEGY 


The enemy is not only himself the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience; but he has 
spirits and demons, distinct spirit beings, which he 
places in the minds and bodies of susceptible un- 
believers. His purpose is not only to torment and 
afflict his victims, but to use them as tools to Op- 
pose the gospel and to deceive Christian workers. 


DEMON POSSESSION 


In the realm of affliction, the Bible speaks of 
dumb spirits, Matt. 9:32; Mark 9:17; blind spirits, 
Matt. 12:22; deaf spirits, Mark 9:25; spirits of 
infirmity, Luke 13:11, 16; and spirits of lunacy, 
Matt. 17: 15, 18. There are also cases of those who 
Were just “‘possessed with devils (demons).’’ Matt. 
4:24; 8:16,28; Acts 8:7; 16:16. The gift of 
discerning of spirits will enable the worker to ap- 
Proach these cases with knowledge and understand- 
ing. With the word of authority, he casts out the 
evil spirit. Mark 16:17, 


» STANCES OF THE OPERATION OF THIS 
IFT 


When Paul and Barnabas were in the isle of 
‘Ihe they were resisted in their ministry by 
child a8 the sorcerer. Paul discerned that he was a 

“ Satan, and by the word of authority 
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brought God’s judgment upon him, smiting him 
with blindness for a season. Acts 13:6-12. Ay 
Philippi a damsel possessed with a spirit of divina- 
tion “followed Paul and Silas and cried, saying, 
These men are the servants of the most high God, 
which show unto us the way of salvation. ... But 
Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, 
I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her. And he came out the same hour.” 
Acts 16:16-18. Here the ‘‘gift of discerning of 
spirits’’ unmasked this deceiving demon and dis- 
closed him as an enemy in disguise. The spirit had 
pretended to be a friend and promoter of Paul 
and his company. Put Paul discerned the true source 
and motive of this attempted endorsement which was 
in reality an identification of Paul’s message with 
the spirits of hell, He saw through the devil's 
trick and rebuked and cast out the evil spirit. This 
was God’s equipment with which Paul was provided 
and with which God would provide His workers 
today. 


PETER ALSO HAD THIS GIFT 


In the case of Ananias the liar, there was not nec 
essarily a lying demon involved, but Peter was able 
to see through the deceiving action of Ananias and 
the lying words of Sapphira and expose them 
publicly. Acts 5:1-11. With Simon the sorcerer 
an evil spirit could have lurked behind the pseudo 
righteous exterior, although it is not so recorded. But 
Peter discerned his unregenerate condition, eve 
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DISCERNING OF SPIRITS 
‘hough it had been hidden from Philip. Acts 8:23. 
ir may be questioned whether discerning of the 
human spirit is included in the scope of discerning 
of spirits, but there can be no question about its 
being a valuable gift. 


LAST-DAY DEMONS 


Paul’s reference to seducing spirits and doctrines 
of devils (demons) (1 Tim. 4:1) reveals a subtle 
trick of Satan in conceiving and propagating false 
doctrines, particularly in the latter times. The gift 
of “discerning of spirits’’ could well function here 
along with the ‘words of wisdom and knowledge’”’ in 
exposing and rebuking these spirits of error. In the 
last days also, the false prophet will perform mira- 
cles and signs and lying wonders, in the name of 
the Antichrist. 2 Thess. 2:9; Rev. 13:14. There will 
be devils working miracles to call men to Armaged- 
don. Rev. 16:14. There will be no need of the gift 
of discerning of spirits in the tribulation, or spiritual 
men left on earth to exercise it. But before the 
tribulation some lying miracles will without doubt 
be performed, As Jannes and Jambres withstood 

Oses, so false miracle workers may counterfeit and 
ppose the work of God in any 2ge. Discerning of 


_— is here also God’s answer to these tactics of 
atan, 
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The Gifts of Healings 
GIFTS OF POWER 


Ww 

[ HE gifts of power are- 
faith, workings of miracles, and gifts of healings, 
These gifts operate in the realm of the physical. 
They are the gifts of action, which produce signs 
and wonders. “Grant unto thy servants that . 
signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy 
holy child Jesus.”” Acts 4:29, 30. ‘‘God also bear- 
ing them witness both with signs and wonders, and 
with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
according to his own will.’ Heb. 2:4. These gifts 
of power constituted the ‘‘works’’ with which Jesus’ 
ministry Was accompanied and confirmed. ‘Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by 
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did 
by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also 
know.” Acts 2:22. “Many good works have | 
shewed you from my Father: for which of those 
works do ye stone me?” John 10:32. ‘The Father 
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- dwelleth in me, He doeth the works. Believe 

oo 1 am in the Father and the Father in me- 
* believe me for the very works’ sake. Verily, 
verily, 1 ay unto YOU, Fie that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and greater works 
than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.” 
John 14:10b-12. 


HEALINGS MOST FREQUENT OF POWER 
GIFTS 


The ‘‘gifts of healings’’ (both nouns are in the 
plural in the original) are the most frequently per- 
formed of the gifts of power. When Jesus could 
do no mighty work of power in His own town 
of Nazareth, He nevertheless was able to lay His 
hands upon a few sick folk and heal them. Mark 
6:5, As when Jesus was on earth, so also today 
ne sick people apply for healing to those who 
an As then, so today, God answers prayer and 

ck are healed. Thus it happens that the gifts of 


e first of th 
eXercised. e gifts of power that are 


TIS JESUS’ POWER TO HEAL 


Tho .: 
he gifts of healings, since they are the gifts 


0 
te rol? Ghost, are divine enablements to heal 
Uman ae the aid of natural means and 
Might be ns “He ‘healed all that were sick; that it 
Prophet - led which was spoken by Esaias the 
bate o ' *aying, Himself took our infirmities and 
"t Sicknesses,"” Matt. 8:16-17. “How God 
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anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Chas 
and with power: who went about doing good, ang 
healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for Gog 
was with him.” Acts 10:38. “For this reason the 
Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy 
the works of the devil.” 1 John 3:8. This power 
of Christ to heal 1s transferred and conveyed to Spirit. 
clled believers in and through the ‘gifts of healings.” 


SICKNESS IS A RESULT OF THE FALL 

“Low God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost and with power who went about do- 
ing good and healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil, for God was with him.’’ Acts 10:38. “And 
ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, 
whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, 
be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?” 
Luke 13:16. This lordship of Satan in the realm 
of sickness can be traced back to the fall of man in 
the Garden of Eden. God said, ‘For in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die (dying: 
thou shalt die).’’ Gen. 2:17. Adam ate and the 
death process began. Sickness is the precursor of 
death. ‘Death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned.””’ Rom. 5:12. If death reigns over all 
men, then all men are subject to sickness, its sub- 
sidiary. Sickness and death came into the world 
as a result of man’s fall in the garden of Eden and 


are thus directly involved and included in recovery 
from the Fall. 
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Thank God, there is recovery from the Fall and 
from its disastrous results. “Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world” 
John 1:29. “And he is the propitiation for our 
sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins 
of the whole world.”’ 1 John 2:2. He has borne the 
penalty for our sins and carried the punishment in 
His body on the cross. ‘‘But he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him: and 
with his stripes we are healed... . The Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.’ Isa. 53:5, 6. 
Now, if He took our sins and bore our punishment, | 
should we not expect that He would bear our sick- 
nesses, which are part punishment for our sins? He 
did just that. In the verse above, quoted from Isaiah, 
it is stated ‘‘with his stripes we are healed.” When 
Matthew quoted from the 53rd chapter of Isaiah, he 
said, “Himself took our infirmities and bare our 
Sicknesses,"” Matt, 8:17. Peter said, ‘““Who his own 
Self bare our Sins in his own body on the tree, . 
by whose stripes ye were healed.” 1 Peter 2:24. 
ames said, ‘‘And the prayer of faith shall save the 
"ck, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he 

“ve commited sins, they shall be forgiven him. 

‘mes 5:15, David wrote, ‘‘who forgiveth all thine 

rp uities who healeth all thy diseases.” herr 

i Jehovah said, ‘‘] am the Lord that pe 
- Ex, 15; 26. Healing is a part of our re 
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tion right, and that gives us boldness to claim it 


OPERATIONS OF THE GIFTS OF HEALINGs 
“And these signs shall follow them that believe: 
_.. they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover.” Mark 16:17, 18. “Is any sick among yon? 
Let him call for the elders of the church, and {et 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil jn 
the name of the Lord, and the prayer of faith shalj 
save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up.” 
James 5:14, 15. ‘‘God hath set in the church. , . 
gifts of healings.’’ 1 Cor. 12:28. Laying hands on 
the sick by believers and anointing with oil by the 
elders are two ways through which the gifts of 
healings operate. God hath set these gifts in the 
church. What God hath set, let not man upset! 
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CHAPTER XIX 


The Gift of Faith 


FAITH IS THE POWER BY WHICH GOD 
WORKS 


l.. ye have faith as a grain 

of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place: and it shall remove: 
and nothing shall be impossible unto you.’’ Matt. 
17:20, ‘And though I have all faith, so that I could 
feémove mountains, and have not charity, I am noth- 
ing.” 1 Cor. 13:2. Faith is the power with which 
God speaks, and by speaking, brings things to pass. 
And God said, Let there be light; and there was 
light,” “And God said, Let there be a firmament, 
‘++ and it was so.’’ And so on, for the six days 
°f creation. Gen. 1:3, 6, 7, 9, 14, 20, 24. “Through 
.s We understand that the worlds were framed by 
. ¢ Word of God, so that things which are seen were 
ot. made of things which do appear.” Heb. 11:3. 
‘S18 the power by which Jesus, God’s Son, turned 
sitet into wine, multiplied the loaves and a 
fe — tempest, cast out devils, and raised the dead. 

word of divine authority. 
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WE MAY HAVE GOD's FaITy 


Jesus said, “Have the faith of God.” Mark 

R.V. When the gift of faith js operative, ie fee 
faith of God which functions through men the 
Peter and John performed the miracle of the he 
ing of the lame man at the Gate Beautiful, Pete, : 
plained, ‘“The faith which is by Him hath given his 
this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.” Acts 
3:16. When Elijah believed God for the mighty sign 
of the fire falling upon the water-soaked sacrifice, 
he prayed, ‘‘Let it be known this day ... that I have 
done all these things at thy word.” 1 Kings 18:36, 
His instructions were from God and his faith also. 
When Moses decreed the death of Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram and their 250 followers, by the earth's 
opening her mouth and swallowing them up alive, 
he said, ‘‘Hereby ye shall know that the Lord hath 
sent me to do all these works; for I have not done 
them of mine own mind.’’ Numbers 16:28. God had 
given him instructions what to say and do, and 9 
the faith with which to do it. “And the life which 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God.”’ Gal. 2:20. 


THE GIFT DEFINED se 
“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in ae 
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done “ 
you.” John 15:7. Close contact with God, rece! sit 
His instructions, and letting Him exercise “ , 
through us, constitute having the gift © 
Elijah said to Ahab, ‘“‘As the Lord God 0 
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liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew 
nor rain these years, but according to my word.” ] 
Kings 17:1. This was the gift of faith, bringing 
things to pass by His word. This verse also gives the 
cecret of the gift—standing before God. Joshua said 
in the sight of Israel, “Sun, stand thou still upon 
Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.”’ 
Joshua 10:12. Joshua was a man in whom was the 
Spirit of God. Num. 27:18; Deut. 34;9. 


ELJAH HAD THIS GIFT 


Elijah told the widow at Zarephath, ‘‘For thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal 
shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, un- 
til the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the 
earth.” 1 Kings 17:14. And it happened according 
to his word. To the captain of fifty whom Ahaziah 
_ nt to take him, Elijah said, ‘If I be a man of God, 
then let fire come down from heaven, and consume 
thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from 
Lio and consumed him and his fifty.’’ 2 Kings 


ELISHA HAD THIS GIFT 


a Clisha, too, had the gift of faith. He pronounced 
tw Upon the irreverent children which resulted 
ae death. 2 Kings 2:23-24. When the kings 
| - tor his help, he said, ‘‘Thus saith the <r 
: Lord = valley full of ditches. For thus saith the 


Jee. Ae that valley shall be filled with water. 
‘And it Came to pass... that..- the country 
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was filled with water.”’ 2 Kings 3:16-20. Later 
he smote the Syrian army with blindness, 2 Kings 
6:18. 


PAUL HAD THIS GIFT 


In the New Testament, in addition to the minis- 
try of Jesus and Peter and John, as already cited, we 
find Paul smiting Elymas the sorcerer with blindness 
and casting the demons out of the girl at Philippi. 
Acts 13:11; 16:18. By the word of authority he 
healed the lame man at Lystra (Acts 14:10), and 
by this power he brought Eutychus back to life. Acts 
20:12. Faith is the greatest of the gifts of power, and 
the greatest power in existence. 
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CHAPTER XX 


Workings of Miracles 


MIRACLES BY JESUS AND BY THOSE THAT 
HEARD HIM 


C 

<2 TEPHEN was a man full 
of faith (“‘grace,’’ R. V.—charitos) and of power 
(dunameds). Acts 6:8. This introduces us to the gift 
of workings of miracles (both nouns in the plural) 
as distinct from the gift of faith. Stephen had both 
gifts. Although they are similar in nature, the Spirit 
distinguishes between them in 1 Cor. 12:9, 10: ‘“To 
another faith by the same spirit; . . . to another the 
Working of miracles.” “Jesus of Nazareth, a man ap- 
Proved of God among you by miracles (workings 
of Power—dunamesi) , and wonders and signs, which 
God did by Him.” Acts 2:22. Here is the gift of 
Miracles in Christ’s ministry. And the gospel was 
Confirmed by them that heard Him, ‘‘God also bear- 
ing them Witness, both with signs and wonders, 
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
‘ —_ according to His own will.’’ Heb. 2:4, Mira- 

48ain, by those that heard Him. 
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MIRACLES BY PAUL AND PETER 

Paul spoke of himself as “he that worketh mira. 
cles among you.”’ Gal. 3:5. Signs and wonders and 
mighty deeds were wrought among them. 2 Coy. 
12:12. “‘And God wrought special miracles by the 
hands of Paul; so that from his body were brought 
unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases 
departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of 
them.’ Acts 19:11, 12. Here was a gift of healing 
and the power of faith operating through special 
miracles of power, conveyed by handkerchiefs or 
aprons. Miracles, and special miracles by Paul. Peter 
brought deliverance to the palsied Aeneas and life 
to the beloved Dorcas who had died. Acts 9:32-42. 
Peter also performed special miracles when his very 


shadow brought healing to those upon whom it 
fell. Acts 5:12-16. 


A MIRACLE DEFINED 


A miracle is an orderly intervention in the regular 
operations of nature: a supernatural suspension of 
a natural law. When Elisha made the iron to swim 
he reversed the law of nature which makes heavy 
objects sink. 2 Kings 6:1-7. Isaiah turned back the 
sundial of Ahaz ten degrees, as a sign to Hezekiah. 
Isa. 38:7, 8. Aaron cast down his rod before Pha- 
raoh, and it became a serpent. Ex. 7:10. He smot 
the waters that were in the river, and they were 
turned to blood. v. 20. These were miracles. 
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STANCES OF MIRACLES 


By his rod and his hand, Moses performed great 
airacles in Egypt and smote the Red Sea and it open- 
ed, a dry path, for the Children of Israel. Ex. 14: 
16,21. He cast a tree into the bitter waters of 
Marah to make them sweet. Ex. 15:23-25. He 
smote the rock to give water to the Israelites (Ex. 
17:6); and held up his rod for victory over the 
Amalekites at Rephidim. Ex. 17:8-13. He was 
invited to exercise the gift of faith in speaking to 
the rock of Meribah-Kadesh (Num. 20:8), but 
rather, he exercised the gift of miracles and smote 
the rock to bring water. The Lord chided him with 
“because ye believed me not.” v. 12. Elisha took the 
mantle of Elijah and smote the waters of Jordan 
to g0 over on dry ground. He cast salt into the 
spring of waters at Jericho and healed the waters. 
2 Kings 2:19-22. He cast meal in the pottage in 


which there was death and there was no harm in the 
Pot. 2 Kings 4:38-4]. 


RELATION OF MIRACLES TO THE HOLY 
SPIRIT BAPTISM AND TO CHRIST 


de “dunamis,” which is translated “mira- 
Translated —_ 12:10, is the same word which is 
PoWer, th Power in Acts 1:8 (‘Ye shall receive 
Uke bag Ghost coming upon you’’), and in 
On high”) ( until ye be undued with power from 
(1 Cop 7. Christ is the power (dunamis) of God 
1:24), and He has promised to work with 
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us confirming the word with signs following, Matt 
28:20; Mark 16:20, “Verily, verily I say unto you, 
He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall 
he do also: and greater works than these shall he do: 
because I go unto my Father.” John 14:12, Jy 
is in fulfillment of this promise and in full reali- 
zation of the promise of power in connection with 
the Baptism of the Spirit, that the gift of workings 
of miracles is given to the church. 


SOVEREIGN MIRACLES 


There are certain miracles recorded in the Bible 
which were God’s sovereign works, not the result of 
either the gift of faith or the gift of the workings 
of miracles. When God first told Moses to cast his 
rod to the ground, it became a serpent, and Moses 
fled from it. At the command of God he put forth 
his hand and took it by the tail and it became a 
rod again. He thrust his hand into his bosom at 
God’s command and it became leprous. He put it in 
again and it became as his other flesh. Ex. 4:2-7. 
God intervened for the protection of Daniel in the 
lions’ den. It is not recorded or implied that Daniel 
spoke them into docility. God spoke from heaven 
and it was done. His presence with the three Hebrew 
children in the burning fiery furnace preserved them 
from destruction. The quality in Daniel and his com- 
Panions which stands out here is their courage and 
utter consecration. ‘Our God . . . is able to deliver 
us, ... but if not..." Daniel 3:17, 18. God 
commanded the ravens to feed Elijah by the brook 
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Cherith. Kings 17:4. God sent the earthquake 
ro deliver Paul and Silas when they were in prison, 
and opened the prison doors for Peter. Acts 16:26: 
12:10. The Lord wrought the miracle of healing by 
, look at the uplifted serpent. Numbers 21:38. 
Again, the Lord whisked Philip away to a distant 
city in a moment of time. Acts 8:39, 40. Ezekiel 
also was carried by the Spirit to a distant point. 
Ezekiel 8:3. The Lord said unto Moses, ‘‘Behold 
I will rain bread from heaven for you.’’ Exodus 
16:4. And He is ever able to set a table for us in the 
wilderness, and do wonders on behalf of His chil- - 
dren. His very name is Wonderful. Isaiah 9:6. 
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The Gift of Prophecy 


GIFTS OF UTTERANCE 


Y 

( E abound in everything, 
in faith, and utterance, and knowledge.”” 2 Cor. 
8:7. We have considered the gifts of revelation and 
power. We have now to consider the gifts of utter- 
ance. These gifts include prophecy, tongues, and inter- 
pretation of tongues. They all have to do with 
speaking and so are grouped together and called 
the gifts of utterance. They operate in the realm of 
the spirit. The gifts of utterance can be said to 
express and convey the emotions of God. The gifts 
of revelation express His mind, the gifts of power 
express His power, while the gifts of utterance give 
expression to the feelings of His heart. 


THE WORDS OF GOD 


Peter says, “If any man speak (gifts of utterance), 
let him speak as the oracles (word, logos) of God.” 
1 Peter 4:11. Let him speak as a mystic oracle—speak 
the very words of God, serve as an expression of the 


[ 152 ] 


Scanned with CamScanner 


GirT OF PROPHECY 


very mind of God, as Christ the Word is an expres- 
sion of God. John 1:1, 18. How high and holy is 
such an expression and ministry! 


THE EXPRESSION OF THE SPIRIT 


Since prophecy was an expxession of man’s hav- 
ing received the Spirit’s fullness in the Old Testa- 
ment, and tongues is the evidence of the Baptism in 
the Spirit after Pentecost, it is clear that utterance 
is a logical, spontaneous outflow and expression of 
the Spirit. These are the gifts which noticeably 
characterize the Pentecostal Movement today. 


PROPHECY ‘THE GREATEST GIFT 


The gift of prophecy is the only gift that we are 
told especially to covet. 1 Cor. 14:1, 39. It there- 
fore must be considered as outranking in value and 
importance all the other gifts. A possible reason for 
the precedence given this gift is that through its 
medium the other best gifts find expression. Wis- 
dom must be voiced or else it remains unused and 
latent. Prophecy is the voice through which wisdom 
speaks. Faith is the word of authority and must be 
spoken to be effective. Prophecy is the voice by which 
faith speaks. And prophecy has a function all its 
Own as well. It is the voice of the Holy Spirit. 


THE VOICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


44 all 

‘When the Comforter is come, - + ° are 
testify of me.” John 15:26. The Holy Ghost 0 
les and Speaks, as He gives utterance to ee aie’ 
*ccept Him in His fullness, Acts 2:4. He uses 
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channels, human voices that are yielded to Him. As 
great omnipotent, omniscient Leader of the Church, 
He would naturally and properly desire and deserve 
opportunity to speak to ‘His people. The gift of 
prophecy among Spirit-filled people affords Him 
that opportunity. 


PROPHECY DEFINED | 

To prophesy means “‘to speak for another.’’ Moses 
had demurred at God's calling him to speak to the 
Israelites and to Pharaoh, so God gave him Aaron 
to speak for him, “‘See I have made thee a god 
to Pharaoh; and Aaron thy brother shall be thy 
prophet.’ Exodus 7:1. John the Baptist, the great- 
est of prophets, was a voice crying in the wilderness. 
Isaiah 40:3; Matt. 3:3; 11:9. Also prophecy can 
be defined as ‘‘speaking one’s own language in the 
power of the Holy Spirit,”’ or as ‘divine ability to 
forth-tell as well as to fore-tell.”’ 


THE ELEMENTS OF PROPHECY 


“But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to 
edification, and exhortation, and comfort.” “He that 
Prophesieth edifieth the church.” “For ye may all 
prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may 
be comforted.”” 1 Cor. 14:3, 4,31. The Holy Spirit 
wants to edify, exhort, comfort, and cause to learn; 
and He uses a yielded prophet through whom to 
accomplish these ends. 


Edification, 
Jesus said, “I wil] build my church.” Matt. 
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16:18. The Holy Spirit has been given the contract 
of building the church. To edify is to build, and 
the Holy Spirit uses the New Testament prophet as 
, voice through which to do His work of building 
the church. There are two ways in which to build 
the church; add new material (new members) and 
to strengthen that which has already been added. 
“But if all prophesy, and there come in one that 
believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of 
all, he is judged of all; and thus are the secrets of 
his heart made manifest; and so falling down on 
his face he will worship God, and report that God 
is in you of a truth.’’ 1 Cor. 14:24, 25. Thus 
are converts added, and the church is built up. Tear- 
ing down or stumbling or driving people away is 
the exact opposite of the work of the Holy Spirit 
in prophecy, and that which produces this de- 

structive result is not of the Holy Spirit. To build 
up the saints in the most holy faith (Jude 20) 

is to construct a holy temple in the Lord, “in whom 

ye also are builded together for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit.” Eph. 2:21-22. To 
Strengthen the saints, to increase their faith, and to 

‘velop their Christian character is the legitimate end 

| od Objective of the Holy Spirit as He speaks through 

”@ in the gift of prophecy. 

Exhortation. 


- xhortation is such a distinctive phase of i “ 
; Rife Pbecy that it is dignified by being cal . nal 
| itself. Romans 12:8. Here is the en 
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appeal characteristic of the gifts of utterance, not 
just an emotional outburst by way of relief fo, 
pent-up feelings, but a controlled stream of earnest, 
vibrant Holy Spirit words directed to sinner or saint 
with a plea to turn from wrong to right, from error 
to truth, to obedience and faith. God loves and Gad 


pleads, through the gift of prophecy. 


Comfort. 


Jesus gave us one of the major names of the Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter. John 14:16, 26. Since this 
is His very name, it is no wonder that one of His 
gifts has, as its definite end, the comfort of the saints, 
“That all may be comforted.”’ 1 Cor. 14:31. The 
Lord loves His children and pours in His sympathy 
and His encouragement. He tells of His second com- 
ing (‘things to come,’’ John 16:13) that we may be 
comforted with those words. 1 Thess. 4:16-18. 
How sweet and encouraging the words of the Com- 
forter as they are given to an Assembly through the 
lips of a godly speaker-of-prophecy. 


PREDICTION 


While it is not stated in 1 Cor. 14, that the gift of 
prophecy includes the ability to predict future events, 
it must not be overlooked that this element is in- 
herent in a prophet's ministry. Much of the infallible 
prophecy of Scripture is devoted to foretelling. This 
is the glory of the God of Omniscience that He 
knows, and betimes discloses, the events of the future 
to and through His prophets, ‘‘When He is come 
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He will show you things to come.” John 16:13. 

it is true that events then unrevealed and future 
have since been revealed to us by the infallible 
writers of the New Testament, and hence this 
function of the Spirit is no longer the most im- 
portant. This explains why no reference is made to 
‘tin 1 Corinthians 14. 


EXAMPLES OF PREDICTION 


But it must not be forgotten that there were 
prophets in the early church who predicted as well 
as gave messages for the present need. Agabus pre- 
dicted that a dearth would come throughout all the 
world, which came to pass in the days of Claudius 
Caesar. Acts 11:27, 28. The Holy Spirit witnessed 
in every city through which Paul passed on his way 
to Jerusalem that bonds and afflictions awaited 
bm. Acts 20:23. Was not this prediction, and true 
Prediction? Agabus again predicted Paul’s imprison- 
ment at Jerusalem. Acts 21:10, 11. The element of 
Prediction, once so dominant in the gift of prophecy 
that it gave that predominate meaning to the word 
Prophecy, is still inherent in this gift, although not 
*© Necessary now to be exercised. 


INFALLIBLE PROPHECY OF THE 
SCRIPTURE 
There are degrees of inspiration in propiec’. 
“er referred to “prophecy of the Scripture. ‘ 
ae 1:20, Jesus said, ‘‘One jot or one tittle a» 
"© Wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled: 
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Matt. 5:18. “The Scripture cannot be broken” 
John 10:35. The prophecy of the Scriptures jg 
infallible and there is neither flaw nor imperfection 
therein. ‘Not in the words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth.” 
1 Cor. 2:13. 


FALLIBLE PROPHECY OF THE CHURCHES 


But the operation of the gift of prophecy among 
the members of the Corinthian church and jp 
churches today must be “judged.” “‘Let the prophets 
speak two or three, and let the others judge.” |] 
Cor. 14:29. The reason for this is that it is possi- 
ble for some to prophesy out of their own hearts and 
out of their own spirits. “Son of man, prophesy 
against the prophets of Israel that prophesy .. . 
out of their own hearts, Hear ye the word of the 
Lord: Thus saith the Lord God; Woe unto the fool- 
ish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have 
seen nothing. . . . Therefore, behold, I am against 
you, saith the Lord God.’’ Ezek. 13:2-8. How easy - 
it is for one to allow one’s own feelings or desires 
fo enter into a message otherwise from God. 


INSTANCES OF FALLIBLE PROPHECY 


When Paul was on his final journey to Jerusalem, 
the Holy Spirit witnessed in every city that bonds 
and afflictions were awaiting him, Acts 20:23. At 
Tyre certain disciples said to Paul through the 
Spirit that he should not go up to Jerusalem. Acts 
21:4. Agabus met them at Caesarea, “took Paul's _ 
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_ die and bound his own hands and fee 

* Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall she jee 
at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle.” 
Acts 91:11. The disciples then tried to dissuade him 
fom going, but he was determined to go. “And 
when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, 
The will of the Lord be done.”’ y. 14. Now let us 
“iudge’” these prophecies. The Holy Spirit witnessing 
in every city that bonds and afflictions abode him 
was right, for subsequent events proved it. Agabus 
was right. But the disciples at Tyre were partly right 
and partly wrong. [hat Paul would suffer was right, 
but that he should not go was their own desire and 
judgment. Paul accepted what was right and tre- 
jected the human in their message. 


FALLIBLE PROPHECY AT THESSALONICA 


Evidently there had been abuse of the gift of 
Prophecy at Thessalonica. The prophets’ messages 
Were not appreciated and so the prophets had be- 
stn to quench the Spirit. Therefore Paul wrote, 
uench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. 
fall i not say, ‘‘Accept all prophesying as the 
thin . © word of God.’”’ But rather, “Prove all 
19.71 ‘ hold fast that which is good.’’ 1 Thess. 5: 


W | 
= SHOULD JUDGE MESSAGES 


Cj 
Which 4 false reverence which accepts everything 


Were fra Ports to be a divine message as if i | 
m God directly and without possible human 
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admixture. “The simple believeth every word: 
the prudent man looketh well to his going,” Prov 
14:15. “Beloved, believe not every spirit, byt try 
the spirits.” 1 John 4:1. To the Corinthians and 
to all, Paul says, “Brethren, be not children in 
understanding; however in malice be ye children, 
but in understanding be men.” 1 Cor. 14:20, Thig 
also apples to tongues and their interpretation 
(which together are equivalent to prophecy). Let ys 
not allow our acceptance of tongues and prophecy in 
our churches (forbidding not to speak with tongues) 
run to the extreme of magnifying these gifts beyond 
their Scriptural value or position. 


RULE FOR JUDGING MESSAGES 


‘The way to judge or prove the manifestations of 
the gifts which appear in our churches is to estimate 
whether or not they are exhortation in nature, and 
result in edification and comfort to the believers. 
The reception which is accorded the operation of 
the gift is the revelation and proof of tts purity. 
There is also the clear instruction, ‘‘If any man speak 
in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the 
most by three, and that by course (in turn) ; and 
let one interpret. But if there be no interpreter, let 
him keep silence in the church: and let him speak 
to himself, and to God. Let the prophets speak tw® 
or three, and let the other judge.’’ 1 Cor. 14:27-29. 
Disobedience to this regulation should be disapproY” 
ed and judged to be wrong, for these ‘‘are the com 
mandments of the Lord.”’ v. 37. 
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GIFTS SUBJECT TO PERSONAL CONTROL 


This leads logically to the scripture, “And the 
spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.” 
| Cor. 14:32. “Prophets can control their own pro- 
phetic spirit’’ (Moffatt). This information js good 
for prophets to have, lest they think they are com- 
pelled or obligated to yield to all spirit impulses 
that come to them. It is not quenching the Spirit to 
be guided by our knowledge of Scriptural regulation, 
by our respect for senior officers in the church, and 
by our love for others in exercising our gifts. 


PROPHECY NOT FOR GUIDANCE 


There is no case on Scriptural record where proph- 
ecy, or tongues, was used as a means of guidance or 
discovery of the will of God. At the time of the 
greatest crisis in the early church, when apostles, 
elders, and brethren came together to consider the 
matter of circumcision being essential to salvation, 
NO message in prophecy or tongues and interpreta- 
tion was given to decide the matter. As already seen, 
when Paul was en route to Jerusalem, he rejected 
the effort of well-meaning friends who tried to 
Prophesy as a means of guidance. Acts 21 -4, 14, It 
Was a vision in the night that Paul took as Gods 
NVitation for him to go into Macedonia, rather 
than a message by the prophet Silas who was his 
ompanion. Acts 16:9, 10: The word of wisdom 
'S the gift which we can expect to functidn when 
Petsonal or church guidance is needed, rather th cs 

© gift of prophecy or tongues and interpretation. - 
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Congues and Interpretation 
of Congues 


GOD CREATED GIFT OF TONGUES 


)-. has been stated that 
tongues plus interpretation equal prophecy. This is 
based on 1 Cor. 14:5, and is true. Why then is 
there such a thing as the gift of tongues when proph- 
ecy, in the plan of God, gives directly in one’s 
own language the message of the Spirit? The first 
answer is that which God has done is always well 
done, and it is not becoming of us to criticize God. 
Isaiah prophesied by the Spirit, ‘‘For with stammering 
lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. 
[sa. 28: 11, 12. Jesus Himself said, ‘‘And these sig” 
shall follow them that believe; . . . they shall spe 
with new tongues.”’ Mark 16:17. Thus, tongue? 
are God’s idea and operation, and they who criticiZé 
Him and His plan do so at their own peril. 
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THIS GIFT INDICATES LOVE FOR ALL 
NATIONS 


We can also see some of the reasons why God has 
given the gift of tongues and the gift of interpreta- _ 
tion, in additon to the gift of prophecy to which 
they are equivalent. As has been pointed out in 
the chapter on the “Evidence of the Baptism in the 
Spirit,’’ before the day of Pentecost, when salvation 
was of one nation (the Jews), the mother tongue 
was sufficfent as a vehicle for the Spirit’s message. 
But on the day of Pentecost, salvation became avail- 
able to all people and nations, so other and many 
tongues are now chosen by the Spirit as the vehicle 
through which to speak. The change of language 
through which He speaks at the time of His in- 
coming is significant and indicative of the fact that 
now He wants His message to go to all nations, to 
the ends of the earth. Matt. 28:19; Acts 1:8. 


PENTECOST VERSUS BABEL 


Going back still farther into Old Testament his- 
tory for our antecedent, what do we find is the 
telation between the speaking with tongues on the 
day of Pentecost and the confusion of tongues at the 
tower of Babel? For one thing, we see that God 
long ago displayed His power to give men (even 
rebellious men) another tongue and language, and to 
Sive it to them as a permanent gift. Why should it 
be thought a thing incredible that the Lord could 
Sve to His own disciples the ability to speak His 
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praise in an unknown or unlearned tongue as the 
Spirit gives utterance! In addition to that, the tongues 
at Pentecost were an indication and a hint that 
jt was God's purpose ultimately to undo the confu- 
sion and separation which came at the tower of 
Babel and bring together in one the children of 
God that were scattered abroad. John 11:52. 


TONGUES FOR A SIGN 

“In the law it is written, With men of other 
tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; 
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith 
the Lord. Wherefore tongues are for a sign... - 
to them that believe not.’ 1 Cor. 14:21, 22. On 
the day of Pentecost “devout men, out of every 
nation under heaven . . . came together and were con- 
founded because that every man heard them speak in 
his own language. And they were all amazed and 
marveled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all 
these which speak Galilaeans? And how hear we 
every man in our own tongue, wherein we were 
born? . . . We do hear them speak in our tongues 
the wonderful works of God.” Acts 2:5-11. They 
had not yet heard Peter’s preaching to them. He 
preached to them later in their own language. But 
they had overheard the disciples as they, were filled 
with the Spirit and spoke with other tongues as the 
Spirit gave them utterance. On this occasion tongues 
were a most convincing sign to unbelievers. There 
have been many other occasions since when this has 
happened, for tongues are set ‘for a sign.” 
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TONGUES FOR PRAYER 


t is stated in 1] Cor. , 
odes is In prayer. “Fo, oa or cruel nse of 
speaketh in an un- 
known tongue speaketh not unto man, but unto 
God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the 
Spirit he speaketh mysteries.”’ y. 2. “For if | pray in 
an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my 
understanding is unfruitful. What is it then? I will 
pray with the Spirit, and I will pray with the under- 
standing also.”’ vv. 14, 15. The saints who love their 
Lord the most and who thrill to the delights of 
prayer will enter into the sentiments of Charles 
Wesley who sighed, “Oh, for a thousand tongues 
to sing my Great Redeemer’s praise!’’ The gift of 
tongues is the answer to their prayer and deep heart- 
desire. The Spirit has provided the tongues of men 
and of angels with which to pour out our hearts 
to God. “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our in- 
firmities: for we know not what we should pray for 
as we ought: but the Spirit himself maketh intes- 
cession for us with groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered.’” Romans 8:26. Tongues are a God-ordained 
outlet through which the Spirit of Supplications 
Will let His petitions ascend to the heavenly throne. 
They are needed in the plan of God. 


TONGUES FOR MESSAGES 
Another purpose and use of the gift of tongues !s 
a8 a vehicle of expression for messages to the church. 
Ongues without interpretation, in the church, Paul 
*xplains at great length, are meaningless and thus 
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out of order. 1 Cor. yetprpokinc hiding 28 
(17 verses) . The speaker am 8 d, in all pray 
that he himself might interpret and, in all cases, 
should keep silent if there 1s no interpreter present, 
Also there should not be more than three Messages 
‘n tongues during a service. But these regulations 
were not intended to be strangulations. If tongues 
with interpretation equals prophecy, and if Peter 
called the tongues on the day of Pentecost the ful- 
fillment of Joel’s prophecy, “I will pour out My 
Spirit upon all flesh and they shall prophesy,” then 
we can consider that tongues (with interpretation) 
should have the same effect and result in a church 
meeting that prophecy has; namely, edification, ex- 
hortation, and comfort. ‘““When ye be come to- 
gether, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a 
doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an 
interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.” 
v. 26. This is when the whole church is come to- 
gether in one place. v. 23. Tongues is one of the 
manifestations of the Spirit which are given to 
_ profit withal. 1 Cor. 12:7. ‘Wherefore brethren, ... 
forbid not to speak with tongues,” vy. 39. 


INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES DEFINED 


The interpretation of tongues has been referred 
fo many times in the treatment of the gift of tongues. 
A few additional comments, therefore, concerning 
this gift may suffice, Interpretation of tongues has 
nothing to do with the interpretation of Scripture. 
That is the work of the teacher, Interpretation of 
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tongues is a supernatural gift, like the 
or the gift of miracles. It js entirely d 
the gift of tongues and has no funct; 
that gift. It is in reality an interpre 
the sense of that which has been Spo 
of tongues. 


THE NATURE OF THIS GIFT 


The interpreter of tongues, who also speaks as 
the Spirit gives utterance, need not give a word-for- 
word exact translation of the message in tongues, 
The word translated “‘interpret’’ used here means “to 
explain thoroughly, to give the sense and the signi- 
ficance.’’ “‘He expounded (the same word translated 
“interpret” in 1 Cor. 12 and 14) unto them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning himself.’ Luke 
24:27. This more accurately expresses to us the idea 
of explaining thoroughly and carefully the full mean- 
ing. This then is the nature of the gift of interpreta- 
tion. The message in tongues may be short and a 
much longer interpretation ensue, and vice versa. 

hen Daniel interpreted the three words which 
Belshazzar saw written on the wall, he used three 
‘entences in which to give the interpretation. Daniel 


»:25-28. He explained the meaning of the words to 
the king 


gift of tongues 
ependent upon 
On apart from 
(ing or giving 
ken in the gift 


ITS IMPORTANCE 


th rs him who has the gift of interpretation cons 
‘Mportanre of his gift. The speaker-in-tongu®’ : 
endent upon the interpreter for the completio 


ider 
S 1S 
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of his message. If the latter fails, the Message in 
tongues has been given in vain, the time of the assem- 
bly wasted, and the Scriptures disobeyed. The te- 
sponsibility for this failure rests upon the inter- 
preter if he has quenched the Spirit. “Quench not 
the Spirit.’’ Also the quality of the message in tongues 
will be judged by the interpretation, for the 
interpretation is all that is understandable to the 
hearers. The message must be to edification, ex- 
hortation, or to comfort; and Spirit-filled Chris- 
tians present will be able to sense whether or not the 
message has served to this end. By the spiritual 
quality and Scriptural correctness of the interpreta- 
tion both the message and its interpretation will 
be judged. 
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CHAPTER XXilll 
The Holy Spirit in the 
Church—General 


SCRIPTURE HISTORY OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT RESUMED 


In our study of the Holy 
Spirit, we have considered His part in the Trinity, 
His Personality, and His Deity. His nature and gen- 
eral ministry have been revealed by a study of His 
names. The history of the Holy Spirit also has been 
Studied, beginning in the Old Testament and con- 
tinuing through the Life of Christ. At that point we 
turned aside from chronological sequence [0 study 
the Holy Spirit in the conversion of the believer, re 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit, and the Gifts of the 
Spirit, We now return to take up the sequence a 
the history of the Holy Spirit and begm to study 
the Holy Spirit in the Church. 


THE ADVENT OF THE SPIRIT 
The Prophets in the Old Testament and 


esus and 
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John during their lifetime prophesied that the Holy 
Spirit would come to the earth in a special Way at a 
certain time. These prophecies were fulfilled on that 
great day of Pentecost which followed Christ’, 
Passover offering for the sins of the world. “And 
when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were 
all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled all the house where they were 
sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.” Acts 2:1-4. This is the description of the 
advent of the Spirit. 


LIKE CHRIST’S FIRST ADVENT 


As angels heralded the birth of the Savior and 2 
star guided the Wise Men to His bed, so the “birth 
of the Holy Spirit’’ on the earth, so to speak, in 
this dispensation was marked by its own phenomena. 
Christ was the Creator of this earth at the begin- 
ning. ‘Before Abraham was, I am,’’ He said. John 
8:58. He revealed Himself in the Old Testament at 
certain times. Yet there was a specific time when He 
was born on this earth. “A body hast thou prepared 
me” (Heb. 10:5), and He came to indwell that 
body and spend a period of life and ministry on this 
earth, later to be received back into heaven. In like 
manner the Holy Spirit was present and operative 
in the Old Testament. But up until the last year 
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of Christ’s life on earth, John reported, ‘The Holy 
Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was 
not yet glorified.” John 7:39. But He did come in 
all His regal splendor on the Day of Pentecost. As 
the birth of the Babe at Bethlehem was the advent of 
Christ, so the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Day 
of Pentecost was the advent of the Holy Spirit. As 
Christmas is the celebration of the birthday of Christ, 
so Pentecost is the birthday of the doly Spirit. 
“Augustine calls the day of Pentecost the ‘dies natilis’ 
[natal day] of the Holy Ghost; and for the same 
reason that the day when Mary brought forth her 
first-born son we name ‘the birthday of Jesus 
Christ.’ °’ * 


HE FILLS HIS TEMPLE 

Not as a helpless babe does the Holy Spirit come 
to this earth. There are no thirty years to wait until 
He begins: His ministry. Instantly He occupies the 
body which Christ had prepared Him—the 120 
Waiting disciples—and fills them with His glory. 
When Solomon had prepared the temple for Je- 
hovah’s incoming of old, 120 priests sounded with 
trumpets and ‘‘it came even to pass, as the trumpet- 
‘ts and singers were as one, to make one sound 
be heard in praising and thanking the Lord; ae 
When they lifted up their voice with the trumpe 
and cymbals and instruments of musick, and praise 


» ‘cS rstaesasenias 


“A. J. Gordon, The Ministry of the 


Spirit (Fleming Revell, 
New York, [1894] ), p. 19. 


[ 171 ] 


Scanned with CamScanner 


THE Spirit HIMsEyp 


the Lord, saying, For He is good; for His 
endureth forever; that then the house was 
with a cloud, even the house of the Lord; so that 
the priests could not stand to minister by reason of 
the cloud; for the glory of the Lord had filled the 
house of God.’’ 2 Chron. 5:13-14. The Spirit's 
coming on the day of Pentecost was similar. The 
120 disciples were of one accord and had made one 
sound in praising the Lord, and then the house 
where they were sitting was filled with the sound of 
a rushing mighty wind and the bodies of the disciples 
themselves, as temples, were filled with the Holy 
Spirit. And they could not stand upright to minister, 
for the mockers said, ‘‘These men are full of new 
wine.’ Acts 2:13. 


HE BEGINS HIS MINISTRY 


Immediately the Holy Spirit began His ministry. 
He testified (John 15:26) through all of the in- 
filled disciples. Knowing all languages and knowing 
the nationalities who were present at Jerusalem on 
that feast day, and desiring to win their souls for 
the Body of Christ, He began to speak in those 
languages to them. They were amazed as they heard 
in their own tongue the wonderful works of God, 
and asked, What meaneth this? They were thus pre- 
pared for Peter’s message in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and were pricked in their hearts by the Holy 
Spirit. Three thousand souls were won and added to 
the Lord, to His mystic body, in that first day > 
work of the Holy Spirit. He empowered Peter a 


Mercy 
filled 
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John with the gift of faith which enabled them to 
heal the man at the Gate Beautiful and to ae 
the people together greatly wondering. Again Dees 
preached in the power of the Spirit, and many which 
heard the Word believed, the number of the men be- 
ing about five thousand. Acts 4:4, 


HIS MINISTRY CONTINUES 


The Holy Spirit stood with Peter and infilled him 
as he stood before the Sanhedrin and testified boldly 
that there was none other name under heaven, where- 
by men could be saved. Acts 4:8-12. He came 
again upon the praying disciples and the place was 
shaken where they were gathered together. Acts 4:31. 
His holiness was not to be trifled with by the de- 
ceiving Ananias and Sapphira and they were strick- 
en dead. His eyes saw their sin through the eyes 
of Peter and He rebuked them through Peter’s mouth. 

hen the apostles were once more arrested, He sent 
His angel and released them from prison. Peter again 
spoke boldly and declared that not only they were 
witnesses of Christ but that the Holy Spirit also was 
@ Witness. Acts 5:32. The deacons were full of the 

ly Spirit, and the Spirit was filling Stephen in the 

Our of his martyrdom. 


NE OPERATES THROUGH THE CHURCH 


“i, nd on through the book which should be 
t ne The Acts of the Holy Ghost,”” He dominates 
eq ent: Through and with Peter and John, 
‘hen, Philip, Paul, Barnabas, Silas, Agabus and 
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others, the Holy Spirit is the invisible Other Com- 
forter who has taken Christ’s place as teacher and 
leader among His disciples. At the Council at Jeru- 
salem (Acts 15), at the church at Antioch (Acts 
13), and at all similar deliberations, He administers 
the affairs of the Church through the gifts of govern- 
ment. 1 Cor. 12:28. From the original visitation to 
the parent church at Jerusalem (Acts 2); on through 
similar visitations to the churches, at Samaria (Acts 
8) ; at Caesarea (Acts 10) ; at Antioch in Syria (Acts 
13:2); at Antioch in Pisidia (Acts 13:52); in 
Galatia (Gal 3:2;) in Ephesus (Acts 19:1-7); and 
at Corinth (1 Cor. 12:13); the Holy Spirit per- 
sonally infills the believers. As Christ could not 
do when He was here in the flesh, the Spirit now 
indwells the bodies of these yielded believers and 
works through them the mighty works and words 
of power, which He wrought in Christ during 
Christ’s visible presence here on earth. A very real 
Commander in Chief leads on to victory. 


A TRIUMPHANT ONE-GENERATION 
VICTORY 


This was the secret of the phenomenal success of 
the early church. They were ignorant and unlearned 
men. Acts 4:13. Silver and gold had they none. 
Acts 3:6. Their church machinery was very 511° 
ple: apostles, elders, deacons, prophets, and teachers, 
bound together chiefly by ties of love and a common 
purpose. They had no prestige, for they were made 4s 
the filth of the world and the offscouring of all 
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yhings (1 Cor. 4:13); they were the sect that was 
every Where spoken against. Acts 28:22. And yet, 
they turned the world upside down. Acts 17:6. 
The gospel was preached in all the world and to 
every creature under heaven. Col. 1:6, 23. Churches 
were established in every land. The whole secret 
and explanation is the fact that the apostles and new 
disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit was honored and given leadership and 
control over their bodies and whole lives. He was 
immanent. and dominant. He indwelt His workers 
with power; He invested them with His gifts. He 
went with them to prison, to the martyr’s stake, and 
to the whipping post. They went with Him and He 
with them. Yea, they took Him and He took them. 
Together, the Holy Spirit and His body (which is 
the Body of Christ) went on to the amazing victory 
of the Apostolic days. 
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CHAPTER XXIV 
The Holy Spirit in the 
Church—Zocal 


» 

[ HE church universal con- 
sists Of many local units. The Holy Spirit dwells in 
the church at large and He also dwells in each in- 
dividual church. There is an ordained manner of 
operation for each local church under the power and 
control of the Holy Spirit. It is this phase of the 
Presence and work of the Holy Spirit in the church 
which we shall consider in this chapter. 


HE DRAWS THE SAINTS TOGETHER 

“By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
-». and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.” 
1 Cor. 12:13, “Now ye are the body of Christ and 
members in particular,” vy. 27. This intimate, vital 
relationship makes Christians one with each other 
in a sense that no lodge or fraternity can bind men 
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together. Here is organism, as well as Organization: 
unity, as well as union. This Spirit relationship 
draws us to each other as a magnet draws pieces of 
stecl—‘‘not forsaking the assembling of ourselves to 
gether.” Heb. 10:25. We are together in Christ. 
We are together in the Holy Spirit. It is logical and 
‘nevitable that we should seek to assemble our- 
selves together constantly. 


ORDER OF WORSHIP 


When the whole church be come together in 
one place, then what is the Scriptural procedure? 
“Every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, 
hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpreta- 
tion.” 1 Cor. 14:26. ‘‘Exhort one another.” Heb. 
3:13. “Comfort one another.” 1 Thess. 4:18. 
“Teaching and admonishing one another in psalms 
and hyms and spiritual songs.’’ Col. 3:16. ‘‘Confess 
your sins one to another.” James 5:16. R.V. “Pray 
one for another.’’ James 5:16. ‘‘Love one another.” 
1 Peter 1:22. ‘Bear ye one another's burdens. 
Gal. 6:2. Here is congregational worship at its purest. 
Every member of the body participating. “For:ye 
may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and 
all be comforted.” “I would that ye al! spake wit? 
tongues, but rather that ye prophesied.” ] Cor. ke 
>,31. The whole body animated, inspired, a 


indwelt by the Holy Spirit and yielded to His opett" 
tion. | 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT PROVIDES WORKERS 
AND OPERATES THROUGH THEM 

“God hath set some in the church, first apostles, 
secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, 
diversities of tongues.” 1 Cor. 12:28. ‘Wherefore 
he saith, when he ascended up on high, ... he gaye 
gifts unto men.’ “And he gave some apostles: and 
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, 
for (or unto) the work of the ministry, for the edify- 
ing of the body of Christ.’’ Eph. 4:8, 11, 12. As 
this is true of the church universal, so to some ex- 
tent it must be true of local churches. In them, too, 
should appear the ministry of apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors, and teachers. Also there should 
occur healings, tongues, and Spirit-led business meet- 
ings. All of these function in the power of the Holy 
Spirit operating in one or more of the gifts of the 


Spirit. This is the kind of ministry that is ordained 
of God. 


HOLY SPIRIT PREACHING 


Preaching with wisdom of words, with enticing 
words of man’s wisdom, or with excellency of speech 
which is purely natural, is as much an intrusion of 
the profane into the holy as an admission of a Ca- 
Naanite into the house of the Lord of Hosts. Zech. 
14:21. Paul preached with the Holy Spirit gift of 
the Word of Wisdom, and dared not preach other- 
wise. I'Cor. 1 and :2. “For our gospel came not unto 
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you in word only, but also in power, and in the 
Holy Ghost, and 1n much assurance.”” 1 Thess, 1:5. 
And let the word be received with joy of the Holy 
Ghost as it was at Thessalonica. 1 Thess. 1:6. Peter 
also speaks of preaching the gospel unto you with 
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. 1 Peter 
1:12. This is the kind of preaching that results in 
what Peter experienced at Cornelius’ household, 
when ‘“The Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard 
the word.” Acts 10:44. 


HOLY SPIRIT SINCING 


“Be filled with the Spirit, speaking to yourselves 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord.’’ Eph. 
5:18-19. Paul says, “I will sing with (or in) the 
Spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.”’ 
1 Cor. 14:15. Here is spiritual, Holy Spirit singing. 
It is the outflow of the Spirit-filled experience. It is 
“to the Lord.’’ Not to the audience, but to the Lord. 
What room is there here for the unconverted to par- 
ticipate? How can the ‘“‘world”’ receive the Spirit and 
function as a member of the body of Christ, as 
that body unites in singing God’s praises? It is a 
Violation and a desecration of the holy place for the 
UNconverted to stand on the sacred rostrum for 
ministry in word or song. Let the high praises of 
God be in our mouths. ‘Bless the Lord, O my 
Soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy 
name.” Psalm 103:1, How better can we praise our 

Od than with the Spirit of Praise whom He has 
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given us! All who are filled with the Spirit should 
yield to the Spirit of Praise and submit themselves 
one to another in the fear of God as together they 
speak to themselves in psalms and hymns and spirit- 
ual songs, singing and making melody in their hearts 
to the Lord. Eph. 5:19, 21. This is the Bible’s 
emphasis on Spirit-filled congregational singing. Let 
us beware lest our so-called “‘special’’ singing de- 
generate into a carnal display of human talents or 
purely natural entertainment. 


“PRAYING IN THE HOLY GHOST” 


Collective or public prayer is a vital part of public 
worship. The Holy Spirit stands ready to take con- 
trol of yielded vessels and pray through them as the 
Spirit of Supplications. No one knows better than He 
that for which we ought to pray. As we yield our 
thoughts and our tongues, He will pray through 
us according to the will of God. Rom. 8:26,27. 
When Paul commands that we pray always with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, he meant pray 
in the Spirit. Eph. 6:18. Jude refers to the same 
experience when he says, ‘‘Praying in the Holy 
Ghost.”” Jude 20. It is at this point when the be- 
liever and the church face heavenward, acknowledge 
God as the Source of al] blessing, thank Him for 
those blessings, bless God and minister unto Him, 
ae incense (which is the prayers of the saints, 
hi pits 8:3, 4). It is here that he and they need 
wishin ‘eatioes of the Holy Spirit. They that 

must worship Him in spirit and 10 
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truth; for the Father seeketh suc 
John 4:23, 24. How can we bet 
spirit than to worship Him in the Spirit o:.44- 
our voices to His utterance? ‘For shrouet rnaien 
both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.” 
Eph. 2:18. In, by, and through the Holy Spirit 
we should pray unto the Father. All public as well i. 
private prayer should be God-anointed and Spirit- 
energized. 


CONCERTED PRAYING 


A time set aside for a concert of spontaneous in- 
dividual prayer should not be considered strange. 
When Peter and John returned from their first 
arrest and trial before the Sanhedrin, they reported 
all that the chief priests and elders had said unto 
them. “‘And when they heard that, they lifted up 
their voice to God with one accord and said, Lord 
thou art God,”’ etc. Acts 4:24. Since worship should 
be personal and: individual, why should not all be- 
lievers be given individual opportunity to pour 
Out their hearts to God in prayer? ‘And I heard as 
it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the 
Voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth.”” Rev. 19:6. What is it then? 

ay there not be rehearsals on a small scale here, as 
they are sincere and spontaneous? Why should only 
the church have the stillness of a cemetery? This 
is the quietest world in which men will ever live. The 
Wicked spend their eternity where there js weeping 


h to worship Him. 
ter worship Him in 
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and gnashing of teeth and the shrieks and moans of 
the damned. The redeemed join the angels in prais- 
ing God with a loud voice. Rev. 5:8-12, And. the 
living creatures rest not day and night, saying Holy, 
Holy, Holy. Lord God Almighty, which was, and 
is, and is to come. Rev. 4:8. And even in this world, 
in all other exercises, men are free to express their 
feelings and emotions. It is not a sin to feel, or to 
cry, or to laugh. And when feeling gets into religion 
and worship, it only proves that it is from the heart, 


the seat of the emotions. 


PROPHESYING | 

Preaching, singing, and prayer do not exhaust 
possible exercises in a Spirit-filled church. “For ye 
may all prophesy’; ‘I would that ye all spake with 
tongues.” 1 Cor. 14:5, 31. The speaking forth under 
the unction of the Holy Spirit (as the Spirit gives 
utterance) in a known or unknown tongue by the 
rank-and-file members of the church is God-or- 
dained and should occur in our churches. “Despise 
not prophesyings’; ‘‘Forbid not to speak with 
tongues.” 1 Thess. 5:20; 1 Cor. 14:39. It appears 
that in Paul’s time, these gifts were abused and exer- 
cised to excess and that is why the Thessalonians had 
quenched the Spirit, and why Paul spoke so much 
about the regulation of these gifts in 1 Cor. 14. The 
Scriptural rule governing the operation of these gifts 
is that the prophets should speak one by one and 
not more than three in one service. v. 29. They wh 
have the gift of tongues should likewise speak n° 
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more than three messages in one Service, and the 
tongues should be interpreted. vy, 27. These rules are 
mandatory. “If any man think himself to be a proph- 
et or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things 
that I write unto you are the commandments of 
the Lord.” 1 Cor. 14:37. If the excess among the 
Corinthians was due to ignorance, what shall be 
said today of any disregard of these simple rules 
which are now written plainly? Let none of us trans- 
gress or cause the full Gospel to suffer by carelessness 
or disobedience in these matters. 


LIFTING UP HOLY HANDS 


There are, at times, demonstrations and manifesta- 
tions which occur among Spirit-filled believers which 
are in marked contrast to the staid, still atmosphere 
of many modern churches. As saints in prayer or 
praise lift up their hands and reach out toward God, 
we have a demonstration which is considered unusual. 
But have you never read, ‘‘I will therefore that men 
Pray everwhere, lifting up holy hands, without 
Wrath and doubting’? 1 Timothy 2:8. And “Lift 
up your hands in the sanctuary and bless the Lord’’? 
Psalm 134:2. And, ‘Let my prayer be set forth 
before thee as incense: and the lifting up of my hands 
as the evening sacrifice’? Psalm 141:2. The restora- 
“on of this beautiful expression of yearning and 
Yielding toward God should be welcomed. 


CLAPPING HANDS 
The world’s habit of clapping the hands by way 
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of applause is in reality an imitation of a holy prac. 
tice. ““O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto 
God with the voice of triumph.” Psalm 47:1. 
Speakers or singers should never be applauded in the 
house of God, for it is honoring the flesh and has 
no place in the worship of Jehovah. ‘How can ye 
believe which receive honor one of another, and seek 
not the honor which cometh from God only?” 
Jesus asked, John 5:44. He is a jealous God, and will 
not give His glory to another. ‘‘Do we provoke the 
Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he?” 1 Cor. 
10:22. The house of God is the place to honor and 
worship God and God alone. 


DANCING IN THE SPIRIT 


- The dance also has a holy function as an ex- 
pression of joy. “Let them praise His name in the 
dance.”’ Psalm 149:3. ‘Praise him with the timbrel 
and dance.’ Psalm 150:4. ‘‘David danced before the 
Lord with all his might.” 2 Samuel 6:14. Michal. 
his wife, saw him and despised him in her heart: and 
upon his return home, she ridiculed him. David an- 
_ swered, “‘It was before the Lord, . . . therefore will 
I play before the Lord.” God accepted David's 
method of praise and punished Michal. ‘There- 
fore Michal the daughter of Saul had no child 
unto the day of her death.” 2 Samuel 6:23. Let 
modern Michals take note, and beware! 


LOUD SHOUTING 


| Shouting aloud the praises of God is not foreign 
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to Scriptural worship. ‘“‘Make a 
Lord, all the earth; make 4 loud noise 
and sing praise.’’ Psalm 98:4. * ay 
the voice of triumph."’ Psalm ae ‘Chiaoe 
umphal entry into Jerusalem ‘“‘the whole multitude - 
the disciples began to rejoice and praise God wit: 
loud voice, for all the mighty works that they had 
seen. And some of the Pharisees from among the 
multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples 
And he answered and said unto them, I tel] you that, 
if these should hold their peace, the stones would 
immediately cry out.”” Luke 19:37-40, Which shall 
we be: the Pharisees, or those who worship God 
with a loud voice? 


PROSTRATION 


The presence of the Lord can become so real and 
overwhelming that one falls prostrate at His feet. 
When Daniel saw his great vision, he said, ‘There 
remained no strength in me: for my comeliness was 
turned in me into corruption, and [| retained no 
strength.’’ Daniel 10:8. When John saw his vision 
on the isle of Patmos, he also fell at the Lord’s feet as 
dead. Rev. 1:17. The Roman soldiers, when they saw 
the angel on the resurrection morning, “did shake, 
and became as dead men.” Matt. 28:4. In heaven, 
‘00, they fall before Him in holy reverence. Rev. 

‘10. It is a spontaneous and- perfectly natural 
“action to the glory of the Almighty God. Res 
“iving the glorious baptism of the Holy Spirit 1 
"2 Occasion when many fall prostrate under the 
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power of God. Staid congregations stil] sing: “Oh, 
that with yonder sacred throng, we at His feet may 
fall; we'll join the everlasting song, and crown 
Him Lord of all.’’ And, “At the name of Jesus, 
bowing, falling prostrate at His feet; King of kings 
in heaven we'll crown Him, when our journey is 
complete.’’ Why this pious expression and expecta- 
tion, with no entry now into that experience which 
honors God and brings overwhelming glory to one’s 
soul? 


LET ALL THINGS BE DONE TO EDIFY 


It is not Scriptural or spiritual to suppress these 
emotional impulses if they are spontaneous and sin- 
cere, and are felt by those whose lives are pure and 
godly. On the other hand, they who worship God 
in the Spirit should carefully observe the Scriptural 
law governing all spiritual manifestations. They are 
given to profit -withal. 1 Cor. 12:7. The gifts and 
operations of the Spirit are for the purpose of edify- 
ing the church. 1 Cor. 14:4, 5, 12, 17,26. This 
is a good rule by which to judge all physical mani- 
festations in the worship of Spirit-filled saints. 
Tongues, prophecy, wisdom, knowledge, faith, and 
reat personal sacrifice are of no avail and as noth- 
ing, if they are not motivated by love. 1 Cor. 13. 
If the exercise of our gift or personal blessing does 
not edify the church and profit withal, love dic- 


tates that we remain silent and control our sp!ti! 
and our blessing. 
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The Holy Spirit in the Future 


FORMATION OF CHRIST'S BODY 


j | 

Ano when he is come, he 
will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment.’”’ John 16:8. Through sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit, men are brought to obedience and 
belief of the truth—to salvation. 2 Thess. 2:13. 
This is the work of the Holy Spirit in this dispen- 
Sation: to seek, to find, to save, to sanctify, to bap- 
tize, and to gather out a people for His name. Acts 
15:14. As these individuals are won and this com- 
pany grows, the Holy Spirit indwells them. They 
are the temples of the Holy Spirit and become His 
body. 1 Cor. 3:16 (the church as a group); 1 Cor. 
6:19 (individuals). This group is, of course, also 


the body of Christ. 1 Cor. 12:13, 14. 


ASCENSION OF THAT BODY 

At that time which is known to God alone, the 
Body of Christ shall have been completed, and th : 
Work of the Holy Spirit on earth during this dis- 
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pensation shall have been finished. As the Spirit of 
life and glory within the church, the Holy Spirit 
will effect that transformation of the living Chris- 
tians and resurrection of the dead in Christ which 
will comprise that glorious event, the rapture of the 
church. ‘“‘But if the Spirit of Him that raised up 
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you.” Rom. 
8:11. “Who shall change our vile body, that it 
may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, ac- 
cording to the working [of the Holy Spirit] where- 
by He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself.” 
Phil. 3:21. ‘‘And so shall we ever be with the 
Lord.’’. 1°Thess. .4:17.::, 


INTO THE FULLNESS OF GLORY 


This resurrection and translation of the saints has 
an extent of glory which we cannot comprehend. 
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be.’’ 1 John 3:2. We 
are told that we now have the earnest of the Spirit 
(2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5) and the first fruits of the Spirit. 
Rom. 8:23. We are sealed unto the day of redemp- 
tion. Eph. 4:30. What does this mean? We have 
only a portion of Him and His power in our lives 
now. A small portion, too, since an earnest is always 
a small portion, and since the first fruits are few 19 
comparison with the harvest. The time is coming 
When the Spirit will envelop us with His power 
transform our bodies by His might, and transport 
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us to glory. ‘Then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory.”’ 1 Cor. 15:54. This will be the manifesta. 
tion of the sons of God, the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. Rom. 8:19, 21. It wit come at 
the time of the redemption of our bodies, the ful]- 
ness of our adoption into the family of God. v. 23. 
This will be the triumphant climax to the work of 
the Holy Spirit in the church in this dispensation. 
“We shall be like him; for we shall see him as he 
is.’ 1 John 3:2. | 


THE HOLY SPIRIT’S WORK DURING THE 
TRIBULATION 


After the Rapture of the Church, the Holy Spirit 
will deal particularly with the Jewish remnant, the 
144,000 that are to be sealed by Him. Rev. 7:1-8. 
It may be that this is the time when it shall come to 
pass that ‘‘When the enemy shall come in like a flood, 
the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against 
Him.” Isaiah 59:19. In the last part of the tribula- 
tion, the Lord will pour upon the house of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 
grace and of supplications, “‘and they shall look 
upon Him whom they have pierced.” Zech. 12:10. 
Thus the Holy Spirit effects the conversion of a 
nation in a day. Isa. 66:7, 8. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT’S WORK DURING THE 
_ MILLENNIUM 


a ia the — 
As our present baptism in the Spirit, walk in 
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Spirit, and knowledge of the Spirit are but a fore- 
taste of the fullness which awaits us at the coming 
of our Lord and Savior, so the whole work and 
ministry of the Spirit on the earth in this dispensa- 
tion are but drops of blessing compared with the 
great, sweeping universal work that is before Him 
during the Millennium. Christ in person and the 
Holy Spirit in immanent presence work hand in 
hand in the reclamation and transformation of 
the earth in this period. With the removal from 
the earth, at Armageddon, of all who had taken 
the mark of the beast during the tribulation the 
binding of Satan in the bottomless pit, the return 
to this earth of the redeemed of all ages who will 
constitute the Bride of Christ reigning at His side, 
the Holy Spirit will then have full and free sway 
among the sons of men. Then shall Joel’s prophecy 
find its full fulfillment: ‘‘It shall come to pass 
afterward (in the last days, Acts 2:17) that I will 
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.’’ Joel 2:28, 29. 
Isaiah also wrote of this time when ‘‘the Spirit be 
poured upon us from on high.’”’ Isa. 32:15. Also in 
Isa. 44:3: ‘For I will pour water upon him that 
is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will 
pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon 
thine offspring.’’ Ezekiel adds his prophecy (36: 
27): “And I will put my Spirit within you and 
cause you to walk in my statutes.’’ 


THE ULTIMATE TRIUMPH 
"hese are the days when ‘“The eyes of the blind 
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shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be un- 
stopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and 
the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness 
shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.’’ 
“And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick.’’ Isa. 35: 
5, 6; 33:24. ‘“The earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.’’ Isa. 
11:9. “For from the rising of the sun unto the go- 
ing down of the same, my name shall be great among 
the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be 
offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for 
my name shall be great among the heathen, saith 
the Lord of hosts.’””’ Mal. 1:11. ‘‘He shall have 
dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river 
unto the ends of the earth.”’ Psalm 72:8. ‘‘And 
they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, 
and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: 
for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord.” Jer. 31: 
34. This will be the grand climax of the work of 
the Holy Spirit. To pervade the earth with His 
Presence, to teach men to glorify the Lord, to drive 
out all sickness, to deliver the groaning creation it- 
self, and to bring all things into subjection to 
Christ—these are His great objectives, and the thou- 
sand years of peace will witness His complete attain- 
Ment of these great ends. 
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